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___________________________________________________________________ 

To:  Council

On:  24 September, 2015

___________________________________________________________________ 

Report by: Director of Finance and Resources

___________________________________________________________________ 

Heading: Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland – Fifth 
Review of Electoral Arrangements – Consultation on Ward 
Boundaries 

___________________________________________________________________ 

1. Summary 

1.1 The Council at its meeting held on 30 April, 2015 approved its response 
relative to the Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland’s 
(the Commission) proposals for consultation in relation to the ward 
boundaries within Renfrewshire Council local authority area in terms of 
its Fifth Review of Electoral Arrangements.   

1.2 The Council also agreed unanimously, under the terms of Section 19 
(1) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, to call on the 
Commission to hold a local inquiry into the impact on Renfrewshire of 
the Review of Electoral Arrangements.  

1.3 The Commission considered responses received before agreeing its 
proposals for consultation with the public.  The Commission has 
intimated that these are not the final recommendations.  Once the 
public consultation has closed the Commission will revisit all 32 reviews 
before deciding on the next steps. 

1.4 This report provides details of the Commission’s response to the 
Council’s proposals, as appended hereto, and the 12-week public 
consultation which started on 30 July, 2015 and runs until 22 October, 
2015. 

___________________________________________________________________ 



 

2  
 

2. Recommendation 
 
2.1   That the report be noted. 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Background 
 
3.1 The Council at its meeting held on 30 April, 2015 considered a report 

relative to the Commission’s Fifth Review of Electoral Arrangements 
in Scotland.  

 
3.2 The report noted that the consultation document did not provide a 

great deal of information and was insufficient to enable the Council to 
determine all that had been taken into account by the Commission 
when creating the proposals for the new wards. However, the main 
points noted were that the number of wards was increased from 11 to 
13; none of the wards remained unaltered; there would be nine wards 
each electing three members and four wards each electing four 
members; Johnstone had its own single ward and Paisley was given 
two additional wards which, if Gallowhill was included, would be 
divided into seven wards, all of which would be three-member wards.  
It was also noted that Erskine would be split between two wards.   

 
3.3 The Commission wrote to the Council in July, 2015 and indicated that 

they rejected the Council’s request for a local inquiry at this stage. 
The letter stated that the Commission would normally hold a local 
inquiry when it considered it did not have sufficient information to 
reach an informed decision about a particular area therefore it was not 
minded to consider a local inquiry in advance of receiving responses 
to the public consultation. 

 
3.4 The Commission did however accept a limited number of the changes 

to their proposals put forward by the Council which will now form part 
of the consultation and these were detailed in the appendix to their 
letter and which is appended to this report.  For example, they have 
accepted the changes to the ward names that the Council put forward.  
They have also accepted the criticism made by the Council of the 
intention to split Erskine and it looks as if the existing Ward 11 will be 
retained as one of the wards.  They advise that they have also made 
some changes to the boundaries between the new wards 8 and 9 and 
between wards 9 and 10 to reflect physical boundaries.   

 
3.5 Apart from these limited points the document issued for public 

consultation was the same as that considered by the Council at its 
meeting held on 30 April, 2015. 
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3.6  The 12-week public consultation started on 30 July, 2015.  The 

Leadership Board at its meeting held on 18 February, 2015 had 
agreed, recognising the importance of facilitating the fullest local 
discussion of potential ward boundaries, and the possible 
permutations thereof, in the interests of local democracy, to request 
that the Commission consider the consultation period being from 15th 
May to 30th September, 2015.    However, the Commission rejected 
this proposal. The following link is to the relevant page on the 
Commission's website which contains full details of the consultation 
and the proposals in respect of the Ward boundaries in Renfrewshire, 
http://www.lgbc-scotland.gov.uk/reviews/5th_electoral/renfrewshire/ 

 
3.7 As detailed in paragraph 1.3 above, once the public consultation has 

closed the Commission will revisit all 32 reviews before deciding on 
the next steps. 

  
___________________________________________________________________ 
  
Implications of the Report 
 
1. Financial -  none 
 
2. HR & Organisational Development - none 
 
3. Community Planning –  

 
4. Legal – in terms of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, the 

electoral boundaries for local authorities must be reviewed every 8 to 
12 years.  

 
5. Property/Assets - none 

 
6. Information Technology - none  
 
7. Equality & Human Rights  

(a) The Recommendations contained within this report have been 
assessed in relation to their impact on equalities and human 
rights. No negative impacts on equality groups or potential for 
infringement of individuals’ human rights have been identified 
arising from the recommendations contained in the report. If 
required following implementation, the actual impact of the 
recommendations and the mitigating actions will be reviewed 
and monitored, and the results of the assessment will be 
published on the Council’s website.  
 

8. Health & Safety - none 
9. Procurement – none 
10. Risk - none 
11. Privacy Impact - none  
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___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background papers: letter received on 21 July, 2015 from the Boundary 

Commission for Scotland 
 
Author: Lilian Belshaw, Democratic Services Manager 
 0141 618 7112 (lilian.belshaw@renfrewshire.gcsx.gov.uk) 










