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Report by:  Chief Officer 
 

 

Heading:  Rapid Rehousing Transition Plan for Renfrewshire 2019-2024 
 

 

1. Summary 

1.1. In July 2018, the Scottish Government issued guidance to local 
authorities on the production of Rapid Rehousing Transition Plans 
(RRTP). The five year plans are required to demonstrate how local 
authorities and partners will ensure that those who are homeless are 
provided with a settled housing option as quickly as possible and 
therefore minimising the use of temporary accommodation.  

1.2. As a result, Renfrewshire Health and Social Care Partnership (HSCP) 
has worked in partnership with Renfrewshire Council and representatives 
from the Renfrewshire Homelessness Partnership to develop the Rapid 
Rehousing Transition Plan for Renfrewshire 2019-2024, as detailed in 
Appendix 1.  

1.3. Following this, the inaugural meeting of Renfrewshire’s RRTP steering 
group met on 15 October 2019.  The Group’s membership is composed 
of social housing providers in Renfrewshire, Renfrewshire HSCP and 
Renfrewshire Council Homelessness and Housing Support Services. 

1.4. Renfrewshire HSCP will continue to support the work of the 
Renfrewshire Homelessness Partnership and the implementation of the 
Rapid Rehousing Transition action plan with a focus on improving the 
health and wellbeing of all service users.  

 

 

2. Recommendation 

It is recommended that the IJB: 
 
• Continues to support the work of Renfrewshire Homelessness 

Partnership; and  
• Endorses the Rapid Rehousing Plan for Renfrewshire 2019 – 2024. 

 

3. Background  

3.1  In October 2017, the Scottish Government established the 
Homelessness  Rough Sleeping Action Group (HARSAG) to advise and 
recommend to Scottish Government Ministers the actions and solutions 



needed to eradicate rough sleeping and transform the use of temporary 
accommodation in Scotland. 

HARSAG also advised Ministers on how to ensure the recommendations 
are successfully implemented to secure rapid change and improvement 
towards the Government's goals. 

3.2 The final HARSAG report ‘Ending Homelessness in Scotland’ was 
published in June 2018, setting out 70 detailed recommendations which 
form the basis of a whole system approach where prevention is always 
prioritised, and where homelessness does occur, all parts of the public 
sector collaborate to enable fast access to settled accommodation with 
person-centred support to enable housing sustainment.  

 
 The Scottish Government accepted the recommendations of HARSAG, 

including the recommendation that every local authority in Scotland 
should develop a Rapid Rehousing Transition Plan setting out how a 
housing-led approach to ending homelessness will be achieved locally.
  

  The plan should document a 5-year transition to securing settled housing 
for all homeless households as quickly as possible, with the right support 
in place to enable successful housing sustainment. As a result, the use 
of temporary accommodation will be minimised. To support this, the 
Scottish Government provided national guidance and a planning and 
implementation framework to enable local authorities and their partners 
to plan the transition to rapid rehousing. 

 
3.3  In July 2019, the Scottish Government announded an additional £9 

million of funding for local authorities to prevent homelessness and help 
people into more permanent accommodation. The investment increased 
the local authority funding being provided for Rapid Rehousing from £15 
million to £24 million over three years. 

 At the present time, the Scottish Government are currently reviewing all 
RRTP submissions made by local authorities, and it has been agreed 
with Cosla meantime that funding for 2019/20 only will be allocated using 
a formula based distribution model based on a 3 year average of 
homelessness assessments rather than on full evaluations of RRTP’s. 
As a result, Renfrewshire Council has now been awarded £186,000 for 
the implementation of rapid rehousing related initiatives during 2019/20.   

 In line with the Scottish Government guidance on RRTP’s, the funding 
will be utilised to upscale the Housing First approach and ensure that 
those who are homeless are provided with settled housing. As a result, 
there will be a number of homeless appicants who will receive 
‘wraparound’ support and resettlement assistance will be provided for 
those moving from temporary accommodation to settled tenancies.  

4. Implications for Renfrewshire Health and Social Care Partnership 

4.1 Renfrewshire HSCP continues to be an active and key partner in the 
Renfrewshire Homelessness Partnership and also meets on a bi-monthly 
basis at the joint strategic officers group to review: high level issues; 
individual cases and ensure early intervention is in place.  



 
4.2  The HSCP will support the implementation of the action plan with  a 

specific focus on improving the health and wellbeing of all users of the 
homelesss service.  

 

 

Implications of the Report 
1. Financial – Renfrewshire Council has been awarded £186,000 for the 

implementation of rapid rehousing related initiatives during 2019/20 
2. HR & Organisational Development – n/a 
3. Community Planning – The vision for our Community Plan is: "working 

together to make Renfrewshire a fairer, more inclusive place where all 
our people, communities and businesses thrive". The Rapid Rehousing 
Transition Plan 2019 -2024 supports the community planning priority that 
“Our Renfrewshire is well: supporting the wellness and resilience of our 
citizens and communities”.  

4. Legal – n/a 
5. Property/Assets – property remains in the ownership of the parent 

bodies.  
6. Information Technology – n/a 
7. Equality & Human Rights – The recommendations contained within this 

report have been assessed in relation to their impact on equalities and 
human rights.  No negative impacts on equality groups or potential for 
infringement have been identified arising from the recommendations 
contained in the report.  If required following implementation, the actual 
impact of the recommendations and the mitigating actions will be 
reviewed and monitored, and the results of the assessment will be 
published on the Council’s website. 

8. Health & Safety – n/a 
9. Procurement – procurement activity will remain within the operational 

arrangements of the parent bodies. 
10. Risk – None.   
11. Privacy Impact – n/a. 
 
 

List of Background Papers 

• Overview of the HARSAG https://www.gov.scot/groups/homelessness-and-
rough-sleeping-action-group/ 

• Scottish Government Ending homelessness and rough sleeping action plan - 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/ending-homelessness-together-high-level-
action-plan/ 

 

 

Author: Yvonne Farquhar, Service Planning and Policy Development Manager,  
 

Any enquiries regarding this paper should be directed to Frances Burns, Head of 
Strategic Planning and Health Improvement (Frances.Burns@renfrewshire.gov.uk / 
0141 618 7656)   
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