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Renfrewshire
Council

To: Planning and Property Policy Board

On: 24 January 2017

Report by: Director of Development and Housing Services

Heading: Town Centre Strategies — Renfrew and Erskine

1. Summary

1.1  The Planning and Property Policy Board previously approved Draft Town
Centre Strategies for Renfrew and Erskine as the basis for consultation with
local communities and key stakeholders. A publicity and consultation
exercise was undertaken in late 2015 and a summary of the representations
received from the consultation was presented to the Board on 26 January
2016.

1.2 The outcomes from the consultation exercise have been considered and
finalised strategies for Renfrew and Erskine have been prepared for Board
approval.

2. Recommendations
2.1 It is recommended that the Board:-

0] Approves the Town Centre Strategies for Renfrew and Erskine. (to
follow)

3. Background

3.1 The commitment by Renfrewshire Council to produce Town Centre Strategies
reflects Scottish Planning Policy in promoting a ‘Town Centre First’ approach
and forms part of a suite of innovative measures which the Council are
implementing to support all of Renfrewshire’s centres.



3.2

3.3

3.4

4.1

4.2

4.3

The strategies explain the role of each centre, their strengths and potential for
future enhancement, identifying priorities for action and opportunities for
change. They set out a vision for successful, sustainable town centres which
support economic growth and provide a commercial, social and cultural focus
for local communities.

In preparing the Strategies, a consultation exercise was undertaken to ensure
that proposals and priorities within the documents reflect the needs and
aspirations of local communities and key stakeholders. To support the
consultation exercise for Erskine, funding was secured from the Scottish
Government to deliver a design charrette in February 2016.

The representations received from the consultation exercise have now been
taken into consideration. Finalised strategies for Renfrew and Erskine have
been prepared. A report summarising the outcomes of the design charrette
for Erskine is available on the Council’s website.

Next Steps

The delivery of actions identified within the centre strategies will require to be
progressed in partnership with the public and private sectors, local community
representatives, key stakeholders, Community Planning Partners and funding
bodies. The Council will work to identify opportunities and mechanisms to
assist implementation of the actions.

Delivery of actions within the strategies is anticipated to be monitored on an
annual basis and reported to Board as appropriate. The strategy documents
will be updated on a two yearly cycle.

Finalised strategies for Linwood and Braehead centres will be presented to
future meetings of the Board.

Implications of the Report

1.

2.

3.

Financial — None
HR & Organisational Development — None

Community Planning — Jobs and the Economy — The town centre
strategies promotes Renfrewshire as one of the best locations in Scotland to
invest as well as encourage successful town centres through regeneration
that contributes positively to local communities and economic growth.

Legal — None

Property/Assets — None

Information Technology — None

Equality & Human Rights

@) The Recommendations contained within this report have been

assessed in relation to their impact on equalities and human rights. No
negative impacts on equality groups or potential for infringement of

2



individuals’ human rights have been identified arising from the
recommendations contained in the report.

8. Health & Safety — None
9. Procurement — None
10. Risk — None

11. Privacy Impact - None

Appendix 1
Town Centre Strategies for Renfrew and Erskine.
List of Background Papers

(@) None

Author: The contact officer within the service is Sharon Marklow, Strategy and Place
Manager, 0141 618 7835, email: sharon.marklow@renfrewshire.gov.uk
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