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To: North Strathclyde Community Justice Authority 

On: 10th June 2016 

___________________________________________________________________

Report by: Chief Officer 

___________________________________________________________________

Heading: Grant Funding to Support a Reduction in the use of Custody for Women 
___________________________________________________________________

1. Summary

1.1 The Scottish Government have advised the Chief Officer in a letter dated 22nd

March 2016 (Appendix 1) of an additional grant allocation for the purpose of 
supporting a reduction in the use of custody for women. The total amount 
received was £187,500.   

1.2 As well as the general purpose, above, for the use of this grant, a second 
purpose is also highlighted in Schedule 1 of the letter as follows “the 
sustainability of any projects set up in 2015/16 to support the expansion of 
Supervised Bail and Early Stage Diversion Initiatives for Women”. 

1.3 Members will recall that last year we agreed to provide Sacro with funding to 
develop a Bail support and Supervision Scheme for Women appearing in 
Greenock, Dumbarton and Paisley Sheriff Courts.  

1.4 Members will also recall that discrete community support services for women 
have also been developed and funded from previous grant allocations in the 
same towns.  



1.5 Following discussion with Local Authorities and Sacro it is proposed to allocate 
the grant as follows  

Total Grant Awarded £187,500
Shortfall in SACRO funding £43,000
Remaining grant to be allocated £144,500

Local Authority % age Core Grant 
Allocation

Funding for Women’s 
Services 2016/17

Renfrewshire 35% £50,575

Inverclyde 18% £26,010

East Renfrewshire 6% £8,670

Argyll Bute & 
Dunbartonshires

41% £59,245

The allocation will enable Sacro to continue the Bail service until 30/06/2017 
when a decision will be made by the new partnerships about future funding. The 
allocation will also enable the continuity of the community support services 
mentioned in 1.4 of this report. 

___________________________________________________________________

2. Recommendations

2.1 The Authority is asked to note the content of this report.

2.2 Approve the allocation set out in 1.5 above. 

2.3 Request that all grant recipients provide a report to the September meeting of 
NSCJA detailing their use of the allocated funding to meet the objectives detailed 
in 1.1 and 1.2.

___________________________________________________________________

3. Background

3.1 The eight CJAs each received an equal share of £1.5 million transferred from the 
Scottish Prison Service as part of their strategy to reduce the numbers of women 
in prison. 

3.2 From 2017 onwards this grant is likely to be allocated directly to Local Authorities 
using the new funding formula.



___________________________________________________________________

Implications of the Report 

Equality & Human Rights

The Recommendations contained within this report have been assessed in relation to their 
impact on equalities and human rights. No negative impacts on equality groups or potential for 
infringement of individuals’ human rights have been identified arising from the 
recommendations contained in the report. If required following implementation, the actual 
impact of the recommendations and the mitigating actions will be reviewed and monitored, and 
the results of the assessment will be published on the Authorities website.

___________________________________________________________________

Author Jim Hunter, Chief Officer, North Strathclyde CJA 
Tel: 0141 887 6133, email: jim.hunter@renfrewshire.gsx.gov.uk




























