
 

05/09/2023 

 

 
 
Notice of Meeting and Agenda 
Renfrewshire Licensing Forum. 

     
Date Time Venue 

Monday, 11 September 
2023 

14:00 Corporate Meeting Room 2, Council 
Headquarters, Renfrewshire House, 
Cotton Street, Paisley, PA1 1AN 

    
    
    

  

 
  

 
  
 

Membership 

Colin Dickson; Margaret Dymond; Fiona Hewitt; Shirley McLean; James McSorley; Trevor Mills; 
Ian Robertson; Donna Reid.  
 

Chair 

J McSorley, Convener. 
 

Attending the Meeting 

Members attending the Meeting should report to the Customer Service Centre where they will be 
met and directed to the meeting. 

  

MARK CONAGHAN 
Head of Corporate Governance 
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05/09/2023 

Items of business    

 

 

 

 
 

Apologies 

Apologies from members. 

 

 

 

 
 

Declarations of Interest and Transparency Statements 

Members are asked to declare an interest or make a transparency 
statement in any item(s) on the agenda and to provide a brief 
explanation of the nature of the interest or the transparency statement. 

 

 

 
1 

 

Minute of Previous Meeting 

Minute of previous meeting held on 23 May 2023. 

 
4 - 8 

 
2 

 

Matters Arising 

Matters arising from Minute of previous meeting held on 23 May 2023. 

 

 

 
3 

 

Police Scotland Update 

Verbal update by Police Scotland on local licensing issues. 

 

 

 
4 

 

Licensing Standards Officer Update 

Verbal report by the Licensing Standards Officer on local licensing 
issues. 

 

 

 
5 

 

Alcohol Related Deaths in Renfrewshire 2022 

Report by Renfrewshire Alcohol and Drug Partnership. 

 
9 - 10 

 
6 

 

Action Plan 

Discussion by the Convener. 

 

 

 
7 

 

Alcohol Focus Scotland Newsletter - May 2023 

Newsletter from Alcohol Focus Scotland - May 2023. 

 
11 - 18 

 
8 

 

Alcohol Focus Scotland Newsletter - June 2023 

Newsletter from Alcohol Focus Scotland - June 2023. 

 
19 - 25 

 
9 

 

Alcohol Focus Scotland Newsletter - July 2023 

Newsletter from Alcohol Focus Scotland - July 2023. 

 
26 - 33 

 
10 

 

Alcohol Focus Scotland Newsletter - August 2023 

Newsletter from Alcohol Focus Scotland - August 2023. 

 
34 - 39 

 
11 

 

Future Meetings 

Report by Clerk. 

 
40 - 42 
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12 

 

Date of Next Meeting 

Members are asked to note that the next meeting will be the joint 
meeting with the Licensing Board, to be held on 27 November 2023. 
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Minute of Meeting 
Renfrewshire Licensing Forum. 
 

Date Time Venue 

Tuesday, 23 May 2023 14:00 Corporate Meeting Room 2, Council 
Headquarters, Renfrewshire House, Cotton 
Street, Paisley, PA1 1AN 

 
 
 

PRESENT 

M Dymond, T Mills, J McSorley (Renfrewshire Health & Social Care Partnership), D 
Edmonds (Renfrewshire Alcohol & Drug Partnership), Sergeant Moore-McGrath (Police 
Scotland), J Hampsay and S MacFarlane, both Fair Trading Officers (Communities and 
Housing Services). 
  
 
 
 

IN ATTENDANCE 

D Campbell, Assistant Managing Solicitor (Licensing), J Barron and D Cunningham, both 
Assistant Committee Services Officers (all Finance & Resources). 
 
 

APOLOGIES 

P Pieraccini, C Dickson and D Reid. 
 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest intimated prior to the commencement of the meeting. 
 

  

Item 1
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1 

 

ELECTION OF CONVENER 

It was noted that in terms of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 the Forum must elect 
one of its members to be Convener. M Dymond, seconded by T Mills proposed that Mr 
J McSorley be appointed as Convener. This was agreed unanimously. Mr McSorley 
assumed the chair at this point. 
 
DECIDED: That Mr McSorley be appointed as Convener of the Renfrewshire Licensing 
Forum. 
 

 
2 

 

MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

There was submitted the Minute of the previous meeting of the Renfrewshire Licensing 
Forum, held on 13 February 2023. 
 
DECIDED: That the Minute be approved. 
 

 
3 

 

MATTERS ARISING 

Under reference to Item 5 of the Minute of the previous meeting of the Renfrewshire 
Licensing Forum held on 13 February 2023 relative to the Licensing Policy Update, the 
Convener advised that the statement on behalf of the Licensing Forum had been 
submitted to the Licensing Board. 
 
DECIDED: That it be noted that the statement on behalf of the Forum in respect of the 
Licensing Policy Update had been submitted to the Licensing Board. 
 

 
4 

 

POLICE SCOTLAND UPDATE 

Sergeant Moore-McGrath advised the Forum that she would cease to be the Licensing 
Sergeant at the end of this week and that Sergeant Ian Robertson would resume this 
role. 
 
Police Scotland provided a verbal update on local licensing issues which had arisen 
since the previous meeting in February 2023 and outlined various statistics which were 
being provided as part of their annual update to the National Policy Unit. 
 
Police Scotland had attended 460 licensed premises in the Renfrewshire area within 
the last year in relation to incidents and had undertaken 1110 pro-active and/or reactive 
inspections of licensed premises. Police Scotland had carried out various campaigns 
including anti-disorder and anti-social behaviour inspections and the “Talk-to” campaign 
which would run from June to September 2023. In addition, Sergeant Moore-McGrarth 
indicated that Pub-watch had resumed. She advised that the increase in post-covid 
events throughout Renfrewshire had placed demands on Police Scotland. 
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Sergeant Moore-McGrath was then heard in answer to questions from members on the 
update. 
 
The Convener and D Edmonds advised the Forum about the Renfrewshire Health and 
Social Care Partnership roll out of Naloxone within Renfrewshire. 
 
DECIDED: That the verbal update be noted. 
 

 
5 

 

LICENSING STANDARDS OFFICER UPDATE 

The Fair Trading Officer provided a verbal update relative to licensing activity 
undertaken since the previous meeting in February 2023. Two premises had been 
visited in connection with operating plans, three premises were no longer licensed and 
the premises licence annual fee remained outstanding for four premises. 
 
The Fair Trading Officer outlined the proposed implementation of a duty rota of 
Licensing Standards/Trading Standards Officers who would respond to enforcement 
emails and was then heard in answer to questions from members on the update. 
 
DECIDED: That the verbal update be noted. 
 

 
6 

 

CONSULTATION - RENFREWSHIRE LICENSING BOARD'S 
STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY 2023-2027 

The Convener provided a verbal update relative to the Renfrewshire Licensing Board’s 
Statement of Licensing Policy 2023-2027 consultation. 
 
The Convener proposed that further discussion of the Policy be continued to a future 
meeting of the Forum and that a collective response to the consultation would be 
submitted to the Licensing Board on behalf of the Forum. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED:  
 
(a) That discussion of the Renfrewshire Licensing Board’s Statement of Licensing 
Policy 2023-2027 be continued to a future meeting of the Forum; and  
 
(b) That a collective response to the consultation be submitted on behalf of the 
Renfrewshire Licensing Forum to Renfrewshire Licensing Board. 
 

 
7 

 

RENFREWSHIRE LICENSING BOARD'S FESTIVE POLICY 2023/2024 

There was a general discussion relative to the policy of extended opening hours for 
licensed premises for the festive period 2023/2024.  
 
The Convener proposed that further discussion of this Policy be continued to a future 
meeting of the Forum and that a collective response to the consultation would be 
submitted to the Licensing Board on behalf of the Forum. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED:  
 
(a) That discussion of Renfrewshire Licensing Board’s Policy on Festive Hours 2023-
2024 be continued to a future meeting of the Forum; and  
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(b) That a collective response to the consultation be submitted on behalf of the 
Renfrewshire Licensing Forum to Renfrewshire Licensing Board. 
 

 
8 

 

LOCAL LICENSING FORUMS - TRAINING/AWARENESS SESSION 

The Convener reminded members of the Forum of the Scottish Government Licensing 
Training/Awareness Event being held on 9 June 2023 and asked if anyone could attend 
and feedback to the Forum at a future meeting. 
 
T Mills advised he could attend. 
 
The Convener advised he had spoken to the Convener of the Renfrewshire Licensing 
Board relative to other areas of training/awareness, as part of the Action Plan, and that 
this may be discussed further at the November Joint meeting of Renfrewshire Licensing 
Board and Renfrewshire Licensing Forum. 
 
DECIDED:  
 
(a) That Mr Mills would attend the Scottish Government Training/Awareness event on 
9 June 2023; 
 
(b) That the event information email be resent to members of the Forum; and  
 
(c) That training/awareness be discussed at the November joint meeting of 
Renfrewshire Licensing Board and Renfrewshire Licensing Forum. 
 

 
9 

 

ACTION PLAN 

There was a discussion relative to Forum membership in terms of engaging another 
member from the Licensed Trade and a young person to fill the outstanding 
vacancies.  The Convener advised he would make contact with the current members 
who had not attended recent meetings to establish if they wished to remain part of the 
Forum and make contact with other Services and Organisations with the aim of 
increasing membership to the quota of 12 persons. 
 
Forum members agreed that it would be beneficial to increase the Forum’s knowledge 
in various areas such as Security and Events. The Convener asked that if members 
had any other suggestions to assist with increasing membership or knowledge topics 
that they notify him. 
 
DECIDED:  
 
(a) That the Convener would pursue various avenues to update/increase membership 
numbers of the Renfewshire Licensing Forum; and  
 
(b) That members of the Forum would advise the Convener of suggestions for 
membership and knowledge topics. 
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10 

 

ALCOHOL FOCUS SCOTLAND 

There was submitted the Alcohol Focus Scotland Newsletter for March 2023. 
 
M Dymond advised that she may have received April and May newsletters from Alcohol 
Focus Scotland and that if she had she would forward these to the Clerk for distribution 
to members of the Forum. 
 
DECIDED: That the March 2023 newsletter be noted. 
 

 
11 

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

DECIDED: Members noted that the next meeting of the Renfrewshire Licensing Forum 
was scheduled to be held on 11 September 2023. 
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Subject:  Briefing Paper: Alcohol-Specific Deaths 2022 

From:   Renfrewshire Alcohol and Drug Partnership  

Date:   Tuesday, 29th August 2023 

 

 

1. Purpose 

The purpose of this briefing paper is to advise on the number of alcohol-specific deaths 
which occurred in Scotland and Renfrewshire in 2022. The National Records of Scotland 
published these figures on Tuesday, 29th August 2023.   

 

2. Scotland 

According to figures published by National Records of Scotland on 29th August 2023, 1276 

people died in Scotland from causes solely attributed to alcohol.  This figure represents an 

increase of 2% (31 deaths) compared to 2021 and an increase of 25% (256 deaths) on 

2019.  This means that 3 people a day or 24 people per week lose their lives because of 

alcohol in Scotland. 

• In 2022, the average age at death for females was 58.7 years and for males it was 

60.0 years. 

• Male deaths continue to account for around two thirds of alcohol specific deaths.  

However, female deaths increased by 31 to 440 deaths in 2022 while males remain 

the same. 

• There are 4.3 times as many deaths from these causes in the most deprived areas 

as in the least deprived areas but the equality gap has been narrowing. 

• Scotland continues to have the highest alcohol-specific death rate of the UK 

constituent countries in 2021, the latest year for which comparable data exists. Data 

for the rest of the UK is yet to be released for 2022. 

 

3. Renfrewshire 

There were 42 alcohol-specific deaths in Renfrewshire in 2022. This is a decrease of 21% 
(11 deaths) compared to 2021. This is in contrast to Scotland which has seen a slight 
increase. 

 

 

 

 

 

Item 5
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Figure 1: Renfrewshire Alcohol-specific alcohol related deaths 2013-2022 

 

 

• Across all 32 local authorities in Scotland Renfrewshire has the 8th highest rate of 
deaths per 100,000 population (2018-2022).  

• Across NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde (NHSGGC), there were 326 alcohol-specific 
deaths, an increase of 2% compared with the previous year. 

 

Figure 2: NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde no. alcohol specific deaths 

Area 2021 2022 % change 

Renfrewshire 53 42 - 21% 

East Dunbartonshire 15 24 +60% 

East Renfrewshire 16 9 -44% 

Glasgow city 188 202 +7% 

Inverclyde 26 28 +8% 

West Dunbartonshire 40 21 -47% 

NHS GGC 338 326 +2% 
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To: Renfrewshire Licensing Forum 

On:  11 September 2023 

Report by: Clerk 

Heading: Dates for Future Meetings 

_ 

1.

1.1 

Summary
This report details proposed arrangements for meetings of the 
Renfrewshire Licensing Forum until September 2024.

2. Recommendations

2.1 

2.2. 

That the Forum considers and approves the dates for future meetings 
of the Forum as detailed in the report; and 
That it be delegated to the Clerk in consultation with the Conveners 
of the Forum and the Licensing Board to determine a date for the 
Joint meeting with the Licensing Board. 

3. Background

3.1 In terms of the Constitution approved at the meeting of the Forum held
on 2 October 2007, there is a requirement for the Forum to meet no
less than four times per year and for one of these meetings to be a joint
meeting with Renfrewshire Licensing Board.

Item 11
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3.2. 

3.3. 

It has been the custom and practice that the Forum meet on a 
quarterly basis, with meetings being held during February or March, 
April or May, August or September and October or November.

It is proposed that meetings of the Forum be held on:- 

Monday 19 February 2024; 
Monday 22 April 2024; and 
Monday 16 September 2024. 

Implications of the Report 

1. Financial - None

2. HR & Organisational Development - None

3. Community Planning  - None

4 Legal – None

5 Property/Assets - None

6 Information Technology - None

7. Equality & Human Rights - The recommendations contained within this
report have been assessed in relation to their impact on equalities and
human rights. No negative impacts on equality groups or potential for
infringement of individuals’ human rights have been identified arising
from the recommendations contained in the report because it is for
noting only. If required following implementation, the actual impact of
the recommendations and the mitigating actions will be reviewed and
monitored, and the results of the assessment will be published on the
Council’s website

8. Health & Safety - None.

9. Procurement - None.

10. Risk - None.

11. Privacy Impact – None

12. CoSLA Position – n/a
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Author Donna Cunningham – Committee Services & Licensing Officer 
email donna.cunningham@renfrewshire.gov.uk
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