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___________________________________________________________________ 

To: Council  

On: 15 December 2016 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Report by: Director of Finance and Resources  

___________________________________________________________________ 

Heading: Review of Polling Places and Polling Districts Following the Local 

Government Boundary Commission for Scotland- Fifth Statutory 

Review of Electoral Arrangements  

___________________________________________________________________ 

1. Summary 

 

1.1 In terms of the Representation of the People Act, 1983, as amended, local 

authorities are required to divide their area into polling districts for the 

purposes of parliamentary and other elections and to designate polling places 

for these polling districts and keep them under review.  

 

1.2 In conducting a review, authorities must:  

 

(a) seek to ensure that all electors in the constituency have such reasonable 

facilities for voting as are practicable in the circumstances; and  

 

(b) seek to ensure that so far as is reasonable and practical, the polling places 

they are responsible for are accessible to all electors, including those who are 

disabled, and when considering the designation of a polling place, must have 

regard to the accessibility needs of persons with disabilities. 

 

1.3 The Council at its meeting on 27th February 2014 approved a Polling Scheme 

agreeing the location of the polling districts, polling places and polling stations 

for use in all elections and referenda until the next review.  
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1.4  The Council at its meeting on 27th September 2016 noted that the Scottish 

Government had approved the electoral arrangements for the Renfrewshire 

Council area recommended by the Local Government Boundary Commission 

for Scotland and that as a result an immediate review of the Council’s Polling 

Scheme was required. This was to enable the revised Scheme to be in place 

for the Local Government elections on 4th May 2017. 

 

1.5 A polling scheme and plans showing the polling places and polling district 

boundaries is attached as Appendices 1 and 2 for consideration and adoption 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Recommendations 

 
2.1 It is recommended that the Council approve the polling districts, polling places 

and polling stations as set out in the Appendices to this report for use in all 

elections and referenda hereafter until the next review. 

_________________________________________________________ 

3. Background 

 

3.1 The Renfrewshire (Electoral Arrangements) Order 2016 came into force on 30 

September 2016.The new electoral arrangements will apply to any election 

held on or after 4 May 2017. The main consequences of the Order are: 

a) Increases the number of councillors on Renfrewshire Council from 40 

to 43 

b) Increases the number of electoral wards in the Renfrewshire Council 

area from 11 to 12; and 

c) Creates an additional ward in the south east of Paisley from areas that 

are currently within Wards 3 and 5. 

In addition there are a number of other boundary changes affecting other 

wards. 

3.2 The Council’s arrangements for undertaking electoral events are set out in a 

Polling Scheme which was approved by Council on 27 February 2014. The 

Polling Scheme divides the Council area into polling districts and identifies 

polling places for each polling district. There have been six major 

elections/referenda held since the adoption of the Polling Scheme. The next 

statutory review was due to be commenced in 2018 with a view to 

implementation in 2019. However, taking into account the changes set out 

above, an immediate review of the current Polling Scheme was required. This 
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has identified a number of areas where polling districts require to be redrawn 

as they are now dissected by the new ward boundaries. 

3.3  In terms of the Representation of the People Act, 1983, as amended, where 

there is a review of the Polling Scheme, the Returning Officer is required to 

comment on the proposals. Although the location of the proposed polling 

districts and polling places are the responsibility of the local authority, the 

number and location of the polling stations within the polling places is the 

responsibility of the Returning Officer, and it is recommended by the Electoral 

Commission that the review process be undertaken in a joint manner in 

recognition of the fact that, although the Returning Officer is an officer of the 

local authority, it is a distinct role and the responsibility for conducting the 

review rests with the local authority. Accordingly, the proposals presented 

here represent the joint view of the officers and the Returning Officer. 

3.4 The Boundary Commission for Scotland has commenced consultation on the 

2018 review of the UK Parliament constituencies in Scotland. It is intended 

that there will be a reduction in the number of Scottish constituencies from 59 

to 53. While that consultation is at an early stage, it is considered likely that 

the outcome of these consultations will see an alteration in the boundaries of 

the existing UK Parliament constituencies covered by the Returning Officer. 

That in turn may require a further review of the Polling Scheme. 

3.5 While it is desirable to maintain existing voter arrangements, that must be 

balanced with the need to avoid the difficulties that can arise from voters 

being allocated to polling places lying out with their ward. Accordingly, the 

proposals presented here maintain as far as is reasonably possible existing 

voter arrangements. A full statutory review will be required in 2018/19. That 

will take in to account the outcome of the UK Parliament boundary review and 

will the subject of full public consultation.  

3.6 In conclusion therefore it is recommended that the polling districts, polling 

places and polling stations instanced in Appendices 1 and 2 to this report be 

approved for adoption. 

 

3.7 It should be noted that, in accordance with normal practice, the Chief 

Executive is delegated to alter or amend any polling place if an approved 

place becomes unavailable or unviable, e.g. through fire or flood or otherwise. 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Implications of the Report 

1. Financial- There are no direct financial consequences arising from this 

report.   
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2. HR & Organisational Development None –  

 

3. Community Planning –  

Children and Young People – None 

 

Community Care, Health & Well-being - None 

 

Empowering our Communities – The new electoral arrangements referred to in this 

report are intended to improve the democratic representation of communities 

within Renfrewshire 

 

Greener - None 

 

Jobs and the Economy – None 

 

Safer and Stronger - None 

 

4. Legal- The report reflects the outcome of a statutory review of electoral 

arrangements undertaken to comply with the requirements of the Local 

Government (Scotland) Act 1973 

 

5. Property/Assets -None -  

 

6. Information Technology -None 

 

7. Equality & Human Rights 

 
(a) The Recommendations contained within this report have been 

assessed in relation to their impact on equalities and human 
rights. No negative impacts on equality groups or potential for 
infringement of individuals’ human rights have been identified 
arising from the recommendations contained in the report 
because the report is only for noting. If required following 
implementation, the actual impact of the recommendations and 
the mitigating actions will be reviewed and monitored, and the 
results of the assessment will be published on the Council’s 
website.  
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8. Health & Safety None –  

9. Procurement None –  

10. Risk -None –  

11. Privacy Impact - None  

_________________________________________________________ 

List of Background Papers 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Author:          Mark Conaghan, Legal and Democratic Services Manager, ext 7177 
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c
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c
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 D
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a
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b
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P
a
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a
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b
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b
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P
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P
a
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ra
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P
a
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P
a
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P
a
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P
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P
a
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a
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P
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P
a
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P
a
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P
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P
a
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P
a
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P
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P
a
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P
a
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P
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a
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 C
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P
a
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P
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P
a
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P
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P
a
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P
a
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w
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P
a
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P
a
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w
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c
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P
a
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c
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c
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c
e
n
t,

 J
o
h
n
s
to

n
e
 P

A
5
 0

B
X

P
R

S
/R

E
S

3

S
S

0
3

J
o

h
n

s
to
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p
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e

rs
lie

C
o
c
h
ra

n
e
 C

a
s
tl
e
 C

o
m

m
u
n
it
y
 C

e
n
tr

e
, 

1
 B

u
rn

s
 D

ri
v
e
, 

J
o
h
n
s
to

n
e
, 

P
A

5
 0

H
J

P
R

S
/R

E
S

1

S
S

0
5

J
o

h
n

s
to

n
e

 S
o

u
th

 a
n

d
 E

ld
e

rs
lie

F
o
rd

b
a
n
k
 P

ri
m

a
ry

 S
c
h
o
o
l,
 2

3
B

 T
e
v
io

t 
T

e
rr

a
c
e
, 

J
o
h
n
s
to

n
e
 P

A
5
 0

N
P

P
R

S
/R

E
S

1

S
S

0
6

J
o

h
n

s
to

n
e

 S
o

u
th

 a
n

d
 E

ld
e

rs
lie

S
p
a
te

s
to

n
 B

o
w

lin
g
 C

lu
b
, 

S
p
a
te

s
to

n
 R

o
a
d
, 

J
o
h
n
s
to

n
e
, 

P
A

5
 0

S
X

P
R

S
/R

E
S

2

S
S

0
7

J
o

h
n

s
to

n
e

 S
o

u
th

 a
n

d
 E

ld
e

rs
lie

T
h
o
rn

 P
ri
m

a
ry

 S
c
h
o
o
l,
 4

A
 T

h
o
rn

 B
ra

e
, 

J
o
h
n
s
to

n
e
, 

, 
P

A
5
 8

H
E

P
R

S
/R

E
S

1

S
S

1
9

J
o

h
n

s
to

n
e

 S
o

u
th

 a
n

d
 E

ld
e

rs
lie

S
p
a
te

s
to

n
 B

o
w

lin
g
 C

lu
b
, 

S
p
a
te

s
to

n
 R

o
a
d
, 

J
o
h
n
s
to

n
e
, 

P
A

5
 0

S
X

P
R

S
/R

E
S

C
o
m

b
in

e
d

N
P

0
7

J
o
h
n
s
to

n
e
 S

o
u
th

 a
n
d
 E

ld
e
rs

lie
W

a
lla

c
e
 P

ri
m

a
ry

 S
c
h
o
o
l,
 G

re
e
n
h
ill

 C
re

s
c
e
n
t,

 E
ld

e
rs

lie
 P

A
5
 9

A
W

P
R

N
/P

A
I

1

N
P

0
8

J
o
h
n
s
to

n
e
 S

o
u
th

 a
n
d
 E

ld
e
rs

lie
S

t 
N

in
ia

n
's

 C
h
u
rc

h
 (

S
t 

N
in

ia
n
's

 C
e
n
tr

e
),

 8
5
 B

la
c
k
s
to

u
n
 R

o
a
d
, 

P
a
is

le
y
 P

A
3
 1

N
R

P
R

N
/P

A
I

1

C
:\

U
se

rs
\C

SB
EL

S~
1

\A
p

p
D

at
a\

Lo
ca

l\
Te

m
p

\n
o

te
s8

3
B

7
2

A
\P

o
lli

n
g 

P
la

n
 1

5
th

 D
ec

em
b

er
 2

0
1

6



District Code

W
a
rd

P
o

ll
in

g
 P

la
c
e
 a

n
d

 a
d

d
re

s
s

U
K

 P
a
rl

ia
m

e
n

t/
S

c
o

tt
is

h
 P

a
rl

ia
m

e
n

t 

C
o

n
s
ti

tu
e
n

c
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c
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P
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c
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c
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c
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