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___________________________________________________________________ 
 
To: Planning and Property Policy Board  
On: 10 March 2015 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Report by: Director of Development and Housing Services  
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Heading: Renfrewshire’s Places Residential Design Guide 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. Summary 
1.1. The Renfrewshire Local Development Plan (LDP) and Action Programme sets 

out a commitment to prepare Renfrewshire’s residential design guide. 
 

1.2. ‘Renfrewshire’s Places Residential Design Guide’, circulated to Board 
Members with this paper, uses examples of local good practice to illustrate 
what works well in Renfrewshire and provides guidance to developers in 
terms of what should be considered in preparing development proposals. 

 
 
2. Recommendations 

 
2.1 It is recommended that the Board: 

  
(i) Approves the Renfrewshire’s Places Residential Design Guide as a 

means to provide advice and guidance to prospective developers. 
 
 
3. Background 
 
3.1. The Planning and Property Policy Board approved the LDP Action 

Programme at its meeting of 11 November 2014. The Action Programme 
includes a commitment to prepare a residential design guide in line with 
national policy set out in “Designing Places” and “Designing Streets”. 
 

3.2. Renfrewshire Council is one of three local authorities invited to be part of a 
pilot programme in preparing our design guidance with the support of the 
Scottish Government. This benchmarking process has ensured that the 
Renfrewshire’s Places Residential Design Guide is location specific, concise, 
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accessible, joined-up and flexible. The guidance gives an integrated approach 
to street design and placemaking that fits with both Designing Streets and the 
Society of Chief Officers for Transportation in Scotland’s (SCOTS) National 
Roads Development Guide, while highlighting Renfrewshire’s local 
characteristics. 
 

3.3. Renfrewshire Council’s approach to the benchmarking process involved the 
guidance being prepared by Planning and Community Resources teams. 
Housing Services and Property Services have also been engaged in this 
process due to their frequent involvement into the design or consenting 
process for new housing. 
 

3.4. The Renfrewshire’s Places Residential Design Guide provides advice and 
guidance for applicants submitting residential proposals. It will be used by 
Council officers as a handbook to help with the consideration of planning 
applications and roads construction consent for new housing development. 
The guide provides certainty and clarity on the design quality that will help 
create successful and sustainable places in Renfrewshire. 
 

3.5. The guide sets out the objectives of sustainable placemaking, design 
considerations and the process through which high quality designs can be 
achieved in development proposals. It provides an understanding of the 
Renfrewshire context along with best practice. It does not set out prescriptive 
or universal design standards. 

 
4. Next Steps 

 
4.1. Continuing the collaborative process, training sessions will be provided for all 

Council officers who are likely to use the guide. Developers will be invited to 
take part in an engagement workshop and other key stakeholder groups will 
be invited to take part in training and information sessions. 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Implications of the Report 
 
1. Financial – None 
 
2. HR & Organisational Development – None 

 
3. Community Planning – 

Empowering our Communities –  
Community Care, Health and Wellbeing -  

 
Greener – Renfrewshire’s Places seeks to limit carbon emissions from new 
residential development. The guide encourages sustainable growth through 
the creation of sustainable communities and high quality places. 
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Jobs and Economy – The design guide encourage development which 
delivers attractive environments, which contribute positively to local 
community and economic growth. 
 
Safer and Stronger – The guide seeks to enhance development in 
Renfrewshire to create places where people living, working or visiting feel safe 
and secure. 

 
4. Legal - None 
 
5. Property/Assets – None. 

 
6. Information Technology - None 
 
7. Equality & Human Rights -  
 

(a) The Recommendations contained within this report have been assessed in 
relation to their impact on equalities and human rights. No negative impacts 
on equality groups or potential for infringement of individuals’ human rights 
have been identified arising from the recommendations contained in the report 
because it is for noting only. If required following implementation, the actual 
impact of the recommendations and the mitigating actions will be reviewed 
and monitored, and the results of the assessment will be published on the 
Council’s website.    

 
8. Health & Safety – None  
 
9. Procurement – None  
 
10. Risk – None  
 
11. Privacy Impact – None 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
List of Background Papers 
 
(a)  None 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Author The contact officer within the service is Sharon Marklow, Assistant Manager 
(Policy), 0141 618 7835, email: Sharon.marklow@renfrewshire.gov.uk 
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ch

 is
 s

oc
ia

l h
ou

si
ng

.

So
m

e 
ar

ea
s 

ar
e 

ch
ar

ac
te

ris
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

ty
pe

s 
of

 
ho

us
in

g 
th

at
 a

re
 p

re
va

le
nt

, w
he

th
er

 th
es

e 
ar

e 
de

ta
ch

ed
 v

ill
as

, t
er

ra
ce

s, 
te

ne
m

en
ts

, a
 m

ix
tu

re
 o

f 
th

es
e 

or
 o

th
er

w
is

e.

Th
e 

Co
un

ci
l a

im
 to

 e
ns

ur
e 

th
at

 th
er

e 
is

 a
 m

ix
 

of
 d

w
el

lin
g 

ty
pe

s 
an

d 
si

ze
s 

to
 m

ee
t a

 ra
ng

e 
of

 
ho

us
in

g 
ne

ed
s 

as
 th

is
 h

el
ps

 c
re

at
e 

su
st

ai
na

bl
e 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

.  
D

ev
el

op
er

s 
w

ill
 b

e 
en

co
ur

ag
ed

 
to

 p
ro

vi
de

 a
 ra

ng
e 

of
 h

ou
se

 s
iz

es
 a

nd
 ty

pe
s, 

w
hi

ch
 m

ee
t t

he
 n

ee
ds

 o
f t

he
 h

ou
si

ng
 m

ar
ke

t. 
 

D
ev

el
op

er
s 

of
 la

rg
e 

sc
al

e 
re

si
de

nt
ia

l d
ev

el
op

m
en

ts
 

w
ill

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 b

e 
en

co
ur

ag
ed

 to
 o

ffe
r a

 ra
ng

e 
of

 
ho

us
in

g 
op

tio
ns

 to
 c

at
er

 fo
r a

 la
rg

e 
cr

os
s 

se
ct

io
n 

of
 th

e 
po

pu
la

tio
n.

  W
he

re
 d

iff
er

en
t t

en
ur

es
 a

re
 

pr
ov

id
ed

 th
e 

de
si

gn
 a

nd
 m

at
er

ia
ls

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 k

ep
t 

Co
py

rig
ht

Im
ag

e
Re

pl
ac

em
en

t 
re

qu
ire

d



O
pe

n 
sp

ac
e

Ch
ar

le
st

on
e 

Sq
ua

re
, P

ai
sl

ey
 in

cl
ud

es
 a

 la
nd

sc
ap

ed
 

gr
ee

ns
pa

ce
 a

t i
ts

 c
en

tr
e.

 T
he

 s
pa

ce
 is

 o
ve

rlo
ok

ed
 

on
 a

ll 
si

de
s, 

ha
s 

fo
ot

pa
th

s 
co

nn
ec

tin
g 

th
ro

ug
h 

it 
an

d 
in

cl
ud

es
 a

 s
m

al
l p

la
y 

ar
ea

 fo
r t

he
 re

si
de

nt
s.

Th
is

 le
ft

 o
ve

r o
pe

n 
sp

ac
e 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

ba
ck

s 
of

 
th

e 
ne

w
 a

nd
 e

xi
st

in
g 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ts

 a
t D

ar
ga

ve
l 

Vi
lla

ge
, B

is
ho

pt
on

 is
 n

ot
 o

ve
rlo

ok
ed

 a
nd

 d
oe

s 
no

t 
ha

ve
 c

on
ne

ct
io

ns
 th

ro
ug

h 
it.

 It
 is

 li
ke

ly
 to

 b
ec

om
e 

a 
m

ai
nt

en
an

ce
 b

ur
de

n 
fu

tu
re

.

r
r

a
a

A
t F

or
db

an
k,

 Jo
hn

st
on

e,
 re

ta
in

in
g 

an
 a

re
a 

w
ith

 
m

at
ur

e 
tr

ee
s 

at
 th

e 
ce

nt
re

 o
f t

he
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t w

as
  

ke
y 

co
nc

ep
t f

or
 th

e 
de

si
gn

. T
hi

s 
ar

ea
 n

ow
 in

cl
ud

es
 

a 
sm

al
l p

la
y 

ar
ea

 to
 s

er
ve

 th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t.

Th
e 

Cl
yd

e 
Vi

ew
 P

ar
k,

 in
 R

en
fr

ew
 c

on
ta

in
s 

in
fo

rm
al

 
re

cr
ea

tio
na

l s
pa

ce
, p

la
y 

ar
ea

s 
an

d 
a 

M
U

G
A

. H
av

in
g 

a 
hi

gh
 q

ua
lit

y 
ex

is
tin

g 
pr

ov
is

io
n 

ca
n 

ha
ve

 a
n 

im
pa

ct
 o

n 
is

 re
qu

ire
d 

w
ith

in
 n

ew
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
ts

 
su

ch
 a

s 
Fe

rr
y 

Vi
lla

ge
.

W
he

re
 it

 c
an

 n
ot

 b
e 

sh
ow

n 
th

at
 o

pe
n 

sp
ac

e 
pr

ov
is

io
n 

ha
s 

be
en

 a
de

qu
at

el
y 

in
co

rp
or

at
ed

 in
to

 
th

e 
de

si
gn

 o
f a

 p
la

ce
, t

he
 fo

llo
w

in
g 

m
in

im
um

 
st

an
da

rd
s 

m
ay

 b
e 

ap
pl

ie
d.

•	
Ch

ild
re

n’
s 

Pl
ay

 A
re

as
 a

re
 re

qu
ire

d 
fo

r a
ll 

ho
us

in
g 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ts

 in
 e

xc
es

s 
of

 5
0 

un
its

. 
Pr

ov
is

io
n 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
eq

ui
va

le
nt

 to
 1

 s
qu

ar
e 

m
et

er
 p

er
 h

ou
se

 in
 th

e 
fo

rm
 o

f a
 s

in
gl

e 
ar

ea
 

se
rv

in
g 

50
-1

50
 h

ou
se

s.
•	

M
ul

ti 
U

se
 G

am
es

 A
re

as
 (M

U
G

A
) w

ill
 b

e 
so

ug
ht

 
in

 la
rg

er
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
ts

 o
f a

ro
un

d 
10

0 
ho

us
e 

un
its

, s
pe

ci
fic

 re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 a
gr

ee
d 

w
ith

 
Co

m
m

un
ity

 R
es

ou
rc

es
.

Pr
ov

is
io

n 
of

 b
ot

h 
am

en
ity

 a
nd

 re
cr

ea
tio

na
l o

pe
n 

sp
ac

e 
ar

e 
an

 im
po

rt
an

t a
nd

 v
al

ua
bl

e 
pa

rt
 o

f 
m

ak
in

g 
su

st
ai

na
bl

e 
pl

ac
es

. T
he

 n
ee

d 
to

 a
gr

ee
 

de
ta

ils
 re

ga
rd

in
g 

th
e 

m
ai

nt
en

an
ce

 o
f s

uc
h 

ar
ea

s 
pr

io
r t

o 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t c
om

m
en

ci
ng

 o
n 

si
te

 w
ill

 
be

 a
 c

on
di

tio
n 

of
 a

ny
 p

la
nn

in
g 

co
ns

en
t. 

Th
e 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 s
et

 o
ut

 b
el

ow
 a

re
 a

 g
ui

de
 a

s 
th

e 
Co

un
ci

l i
s 

aw
ar

e 
th

at
 m

an
y 

fa
ct

or
s 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
ho

us
e 

si
ze

s, 
de

ns
ity

 o
f d

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

ex
is

tin
g 

la
nd

sc
ap

e 
fe

at
ur

es
 a

nd
 o

pe
n 

sp
ac

e 
ne

ed
ed

 w
ith

in
 

a 
sp

ec
ifi

c 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t w
ill

 in
flu

en
ce

 th
e 

le
ve

l, 
ty

pe
 a

nd
 lo

ca
tio

n 
of

 o
pe

n 
sp

ac
e 

pr
ov

is
io

n.
 H

av
in

g 
op

en
 s

pa
ce

s 
ov

er
lo

ok
ed

 b
y 

ac
tiv

e 
fr

on
ta

ge
s 

is
 

en
co

ur
ag

ed
. 

D
ra

in
ag

e

La
rg

e 
sc

al
e 

sw
al

es
 s

uc
h 

as
 th

is
 o

ne
 s

er
vi

ng
 th

e 
m

aj
or

 a
cc

es
s 

ro
ut

e 
in

to
 D

ar
ga

ve
l V

ill
ag

e,
 B

is
ho

pt
on

 
ar

e 
un

lik
el

y 
to

 b
e 

re
qu

ire
d 

fo
r m

an
y 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ts

. 
Ea

rly
 c

on
su

lta
tio

n 
w

ith
 th

e 
co

un
ci

l w
ill

 id
en

tif
y 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

.

Tr
ee

s 
pl

an
tin

g 
an

d 
gr

ee
n 

ar
ea

s 
ca

n 
he

lp
 to

 a
bs

or
b 

su
rf

ac
e 

w
at

er
. I

n 
Jo

hn
st

on
e 

St
re

et
, P

ai
sl

ey
 th

e 
st

re
et

 tr
ee

s 
w

ill
 h

el
p 

w
ith

 s
us

ta
in

ab
le

 w
at

er
 

m
an

ag
em

en
t.

a
a

In
 C

ha
rle

st
on

 S
qu

ar
e,

 P
ai

sl
ey

 p
or

ou
s 

pa
vi

ng
 h

as
 

be
en

 u
se

d 
in

 c
on

ju
nc

tio
n 

w
ith

 tr
ac

kl
in

ed
 g

ul
lie

s 
be

lt 
an

d 
br

ac
es

 to
 p

ro
vi

de
 s

ur
fa

ce
 d

ra
in

ag
e.

 C
ar

e 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

ta
ke

n 
du

rin
g 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

to
 e

ns
ur

e 
th

at
 

sp
ac

es
 b

et
w

ee
n 

pa
vi

er
s 

ar
e 

no
t b

lo
ck

ed
 w

ith
 s

an
d.

Th
e 

re
te

nt
io

n 
po

nd
 in

 th
e 

Cl
yd

e 
Vi

ew
 P

ar
k,

 
Re

nf
re

w
 is

 a
 S

U
D

S 
fe

at
ur

e 
w

hi
ch

 h
el

ps
 w

ith
 

su
rf

ac
e 

w
at

er
 m

an
ag

em
en

t f
or

 th
e 

Fe
rr

y 
Vi

lla
ge

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t. 
Th

e 
po

nd
 a

ls
o 

pr
ov

id
es

 a
n 

at
tr

ac
tiv

e 
w

at
er

 fe
at

ur
e 

an
d 

ha
s 

bi
od

iv
er

si
ty

 b
en

efi
ts

.

4
7

4
. 

S
af

eg
u

ar
d

in
g

 t
h

e 
n

et
w

or
k 

of
 s

m
al

l l
oc

al
 

n
ei

g
h

b
ou

rh
oo

d
 r

et
ai

l f
ac

ili
ti

es
. 
Th

is
 k

in
d 

of
 v

er
y 

lo
ca

l 
in

de
pe

nd
en

t 
re

ta
il 

pr
ov

is
io

n 
is

 w
el

l s
up

po
rt

ed
 b

y 
lo

ca
l 

re
si

de
nt

s,
 o

ft
en

 e
m

pl
oy

s 
lo

ca
l p

eo
pl

e 
an

d 
al

so
 r

et
ai

ns
 

sp
en

di
ng

 in
 t

he
 lo

ca
l e

co
no

m
y.

5
. 

En
h

an
ci

n
g

 t
h

e 
p

ro
vi

si
on

 a
n

d
 im

p
ro

ve
 t

h
e 

q
u

al
it

y 
of

 o
p

en
 s

p
ac

e 
an

d
 w

at
er

 c
ou

rs
es

 b
y 

en
co

ur
ag

in
g 

bi
o-

di
ve

rs
ity

, 
de

-c
ul

ve
rt

in
g 

an
d 

us
in

g 
su

st
ai

na
bl

e 
ur

ba
n 

dr
ai

na
ge

 
sy

st
em

s 
to

 im
pr

ov
e 

am
en

ity
 a

nd
 a

cc
es

s 
to

 c
ou

nt
ry

si
de

. 
Th

is
 in

cl
ud

es
 a

 c
om

m
itm

en
t 

to
 a

 lo
ng

 t
er

m
 (

25
 y

ea
rs

+
) 

S
tr
at
eg
ic
	W
at
er
	M
an
ag
em
en
t	
Pl
an
	t
h
at
	t
ac
kl
es
	t
h
e	
fl
o
o
d
in
g
	

an
d 

su
rf

ac
e 

w
at

er
 m

an
ag

em
en

t 
co

ns
tr

ai
nt

s.
  
Th

is
 in

cl
ud

es
 

de
-c

ul
ve

rt
in

g 
pa

rt
ic

ul
ar

 w
at

er
 c

ou
rs

es
 a

nd
 r

ed
uc

in
g 

w
at

er
 

en
te

ri
ng

 t
he

 s
ys

te
m

. 
 T

he
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s 

th
at

 r
es

ul
t 

in
cl

ud
e 

in
cr

ea
se

d 
ha

bi
ta

t 
an

d 
im

pr
ov

ed
 h

ab
ita

t 
ne

tw
or

ks
 u

si
ng

 
In

te
gr

at
ed

 H
ab

ita
t 

N
et

w
or

k 
(I

H
N

) 
pl

an
ni

ng
, 

im
pr

ov
ed

 
am

en
ity

 s
pa

ce
 w

ith
 s

co
pe

 t
o 

pr
om

ot
e 

w
at

er
 a

nd
 la

nd
sc

ap
ed

 
ro

ut
es

. 
 T

he
 im

pl
ic

at
io

ns
 in

cl
ud

e 
re

du
ce

d 
lo

ng
-t

er
m

 
m

ai
nt

en
an

ce
 c

os
ts

 a
nd

 m
or

e 
at

tr
ac

tiv
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

si
te

s.

6
. 

P
ro

m
ot

in
g

 a
 s

er
ie

s 
of

 h
ou

si
n

g
 c

lu
st

er
s 

w
it

h
 

m
ix

ed
 c

om
m

u
n

it
ie

s 
ca

te
ri

n
g

 f
or

 a
 r

an
g

e 
of

 in
co

m
es

, 
h

ou
se

 t
yp

es
 a

n
d

 t
en

u
re

s.
 T

hi
s 

in
cl

ud
es

 o
ff
er

in
g 

m
or

e 
ho

us
in

g 
op

tio
ns

 f
or

 e
ld

er
ly

 p
eo

pl
e.

 T
he

 r
es

id
en

tia
l a

re
as

 
ac

co
m

m
od

at
e 

su
st

ai
na

bl
e 

ur
ba

n 
dr

ai
na

ge
 c

or
ri
do

rs
 a

nd
 lo

ok
 

to
 o

ri
en

ta
te

 h
ou

se
s 

to
 t

he
 s

ou
th

 a
nd

 in
cl

ud
e 

am
en

ity
 s

pa
ce

 
an

d 
pu

bl
ic

 r
ea

lm
, 

st
re

et
sc

ap
e 

an
d 

la
nd

sc
ap

e 
ar

ea
s 

th
at

 t
ak

e 
ac

co
un

t 
of

 m
ic

ro
cl

im
at

e,
 o

ve
rs

ha
do

w
in

g,
 p

re
va

ili
ng

 w
in

ds
 

et
c.

 T
he

 a
im

 is
 t

o 
de

ve
lo

pe
d 

sa
fe

 a
nd

 s
ec

ur
e 

pl
ac

es
 w

ith
 

pa
ss

iv
e 

su
rv

ei
lla

nc
e,

 r
eg

ul
ar

 a
ct

iv
ity

 a
nd

 g
oo

d 
lig

ht
in

g.

7
. 

P
ro

m
ot

in
g

 g
re

en
 I

n
fr

as
tr

u
ct

u
re

 a
n

d
 a

 lo
w

 c
ar

b
on

 
fu

tu
re

 in
 J

oh
ns

to
ne

 S
ou

th
 W

es
t 

to
 in

cl
ud

e 
th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
ec

os
ys

te
m

s,
 g

re
en

 s
pa

ce
s 

an
d 

w
at

er
 a

s 
in

te
gr

al
 t

o 
th

e 
M

as
te

rp
la

n 
to

 d
el

iv
er

 e
nv

ir
on

m
en

ta
l a

nd
 q

ua
lit

y 
of

 li
fe

 
b
en
efi
ts
.	
	T
h
is
	i
n
cl
u
d
es
	i
m
p
ro
ve
m
en
ts
	t
o
	T
h
o
m
as
	S
h
an
ks
	

Pa
rk
	a
n
d
	o
th
er
	o
p
en
	s
p
ac
es
	a
n
d
	p
la
yi
n
g
	fi
el
d
s	
an
d
	i
m
p
ro
vi
n
g
	

ac
ce

ss
 a

nd
 c

om
m

un
ity

 u
se

 o
f 
th

e 
Ra

nn
oc

h 
an

d 
B
lu

eb
el

l 
W

oo
ds

. 

D
ra

in
ag

e 
re

qu
ire

m
en

ts
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 c
on

si
de

re
d 

at
 a

n 
ea

rly
 s

ta
ge

. E
ar

ly
 e

ng
ag

em
en

t w
ith

 th
e 

co
un

ci
l i

s 
re

co
m

m
en

de
d 

in
 o

rd
er

 to
 id

en
tif

y 
re

qu
ire

m
en

ts
. A

 
gr

ee
n 

in
fr

as
tr

uc
tu

re
 a

pp
ro

ac
h 

w
ill

 b
e 

en
co

ur
ag

ed
; 

gr
ee

n 
an

d 
bl

ue
 c

or
rid

or
s 

ca
n 

br
in

g 
m

ul
tip

le
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l b
en

efi
ts

 in
 a

dd
iti

on
 to

 p
ro

vi
di

ng
 

su
st

ai
na

bl
e 

w
at

er
 m

an
ag

em
en

t s
ol

ut
io

ns
. 

Be
tt

er
 

Ph
ot

o

a
a

a a

In
 Jo

hn
st

on
e 

So
ut

h 
W

es
t, 

th
e 

in
te

gr
at

ed
 g

re
en

 
in

fr
as

tr
uc

tu
re

 s
tu

dy
 a

nd
 c

ha
rr

et
te

 p
ut

 th
e 

su
st

an
ab

le
 m

an
ag

em
en

t o
f w

at
er

 a
t t

he
 c

en
tr

e 
of

 
th

e 
de

si
gn

 p
ro

po
sa

ls
 fo

r t
he

 a
re

a.
  



U
til

iti
es

In
 C

ha
rle

st
on

 S
qu

ar
e,

 P
ai

sl
ey

 u
til

iti
es

 a
re

 
in

co
rp

or
at

ed
 in

to
 th

e 
sh

ar
ed

 s
ur

fa
ce

 a
re

a 
w

ith
ou

t 
im

pa
ct

in
g 

on
 th

e 
de

si
gn

 o
f t

he
 s

pa
ce

.

a
a

Th
e 

se
rv

ic
e 

st
rip

 is
 fo

rm
ed

 b
y 

a 
gr

as
s 

ar
ea

 to
 th

e 
fr

on
t o

f t
he

 g
ar

de
n 

fe
nc

e 
fo

r t
he

se
 h

ou
se

s 
in

 
Li

nw
oo

d.
 T

hi
s 

he
lp

s 
to

 m
ai

nt
ai

n 
a 

co
he

re
nt

 q
ua

lit
y 

to
 th

e 
pl

ac
e.

ai
m

 to
 m

ai
nt

ai
n 

th
e 
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