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___________________________________________________________________

To: Planning and Property Policy Board

On: 23 August 2016
___________________________________________________________________

Report by: Director of Development and Housing Services
___________________________________________________________________

Heading: Renfrewshire Outdoor Access Strategy 2016 – Outdoors For You
___________________________________________________________________

1. Summary

This report seeks the approval of the Planning and Property Policy Board of 
the Renfrewshire Outdoor Access Strategy 2016 – ‘Outdoors for You’, which 
has been finalised following an eight week period of public consultation. 

___________________________________________________________________

2. Recommendation

2.1 It is recommended that the Board:

i. Approves the Outdoors Access Strategy 2016 - 2026 – ‘Outdoors for 
You’ attached at Appendix 1.

_________________________________________________________

3. Background

3.1. The first Renfrewshire Outdoor Access Strategy was produced in 2004 in 
response to the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003. The Act allows for a
statutory right of responsible access to most land and inland water in 
Scotland. 

3.2. Local Authorities are responsible for upholding the public’s statutory access 
rights and promoting outdoor access through an Access Strategy as well as 
the Core Path Plan.
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3.3. Renfrewshire’s Outdoor Access Strategy provides a framework for an 
integrated network of routes for walking, cycling, horse riding and water based 
activities. It sets a vision for access, promoting Renfrewshire’s outdoors for 
recreational and active travel along with a framework for enhancing access 
routes. It also sets out an Action Plan, identifying key partners that will assist 
in the delivery of the actions identified in the strategy.

3.4 The Planning and Property Policy Board on the 26 January 2016 authorised 
the Director of Development and Housing Services to progress the necessary 
publicity and consultation in relation to the Renfrewshire Outdoor Access 
Strategy 2016 – ‘Outdoors for You’.

3.5   This draft strategy was subject to a period of public consultation from 1 
February to 28 March 2016. Fifty eight responses were received, providing an 
overall positive response to the Access Strategy. A summary of these 
responses and how the comments were taken into account in finalising the 
Strategy are available to view at: 
http://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/article/3044/Renfrewshire-Outdoor-Access-
Strategy

___________________________________________________________________

4. Next Steps 

4.1 The Renfrewshire Outdoor Access Strategy 2016 – ‘Outdoors for You’ sets a
framework for access across Renfrewshire. This will provide the context for a 
variety of innovative mechanisms to implement and deliver the actions set out 
in the Action Plan in partnership with others. 

4.2 As part of Renfrewshire Council’s responsibilities under Land Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2003, a review and update of the Core Paths Plan will now 
commence and will be reported to the Board in due course to ensure that the 
Council is in line with the access legislation.

4.3 Both the framework set out in the Access Strategy and the up to date routes in 
the Core Path Plan will be set out in the next Renfrewshire Local 
Development Plan which is also currently being reviewed and updated.

___________________________________________________________________
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Implications of the Report

1. Financial – none

2. HR & Organisational Development - none.

3. Community Planning:

Community Care, Health & Well-being – The Outdoors for You work plan 
highlights actions that will enable people to be more physically active in their 
daily lives

Greener – Outdoors For You highlights actions that reduce emphasis on car 
use thereby reducing carbon emissions.

4. Legal – none. 

5. Property/Assets – none.

6. Information Technology – none.

7. Equality & Human Rights -
The Recommendations contained within this report have been assessed in 
relation to their impact on equalities and human rights. No negative impacts 
on equality groups or potential for infringement of individuals’ human rights 
have been identified arising from the recommendations contained in the 
report. If required following implementation, the actual impact of the 
recommendations and the mitigating actions will be reviewed and monitored, 
and the results of the assessment will be published on the Council’s website.  

8. Health & Safety – none.

9. Procurement – none.
10. Risk – none.

11. Privacy Impact - none

12. COSLA Policy Position – none

___________________________________________________________________

Appendix 1 

Outdoors Access Strategy 2016 - 2026 – ‘Outdoors for You’

List of Background Papers
(a) A summary of responses to the consultation can be found at:

http://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/article/3044/Renfrewshire-Outdoor-Access-
Strategy

The contact officer within the service is Sharon Marklow, Strategy & Place Manager,
0141 618 7835, email: Sharon.marklow@renfrewshire.gov.uk
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