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Craig Thorpe, Corporate Asset and Energy Manager Finance and Resources

Heading:
FUEL POVERTY STRATEGY UPDATE 2016

1. Summary

1.1 The fuel poverty strategy details the actions taken by Renfrewshire Council to 
mitigate the levels of fuel poverty in Renfrewshire.  The strategy is subject to an 
annual review and revision.  This paper presents the most recent revision of the
Fuel Poverty Strategy for any comments and feedback from the Board members.

2. Recommendations

2.1 That the board acknowledges that Renfrewshire Council has one of the lowest 
levels of Fuel Poverty in Scotland as reported.  

2.2 That the board acknowledges that though the levels of fuel poverty in Renfrewshire 
may be low relative to other authorities that there are many households in the area 
that struggle with domestic energy issues.  

2.3 That the board acknowledge that the actions outlined in the fuel poverty strategy are 
practical and support their on-going delivery.  

2.3 That the board returns any comments and feedback to the Energy Management 
Unit.  

3. Background

3.1 The Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 placed a requirement on the Scottish Government 
to eradicate fuel poverty in Scotland as far as is reasonably practicable by
November 2016. Renfrewshire’s Fuel Poverty Strategy (FPS) details the actions 
taken locally to mitigate the levels of fuel poverty.  The FPS sets a target of fuel 
poverty being 5 percentage points below the reported national average.  This form 



of target recognises the importance that policy from Holyrood and Westminster can 
influence fuel poverty levels and is far beyond the influence of a local authority.

3.2 Fuel poverty is reported by the Scottish Government in their Scottish Housing 
Condition Surveys (SHCS) as a 3 year rolling average.  That is the most recent 3 
years of sampling are summed and averaged, (available here; 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/SHCS/keyanalyses/LAtables2014).  The table 
below compares the reported levels of fuel poverty in Renfrewshire and Scotland.  

Not fuel Poor Fuel Poor Extreme Fuel 
Poor

000s % 000s % 000s %
Scotland 1,569 65 845 35 241 10
Renfrewshire 51 71 24 29 6 7

3.3 In order to mitigate levels of fuel poverty Renfrewshire Council has;

Invested in its own stock
Worked with other social rent providers to improve their stock
Provided sign posting and supported applications to fund improvements in the 
private housing stock.
Explored options for collective purchasing, targeted switching advice, small scale 
renewable generation and district heating.  
Worked with the Home Energy Scotland Energy advice team.
Provided face to face energy advice, at homes in partnership with a range of 
local service providers including; Advice Works, C4R, HES, CAB, Trussell Trust, 
LEAP and RAMH.
Successful funding applications in partnership with C4R, Williamsburgh and 
LEAP.  

3.4 Moving forward we have implemented a new service level agreement with HES, we 
are currently investigating DHS potential projects, increased deployment of 
renewable technologies locally, including a hydro generating scheme, partnership 
funding submissions with RAMH, C4R and Williamsburgh HA.  

3.5 We believe that the above actions are practical mitigations to fuel poverty levels.  
Our FPS commits us to continue offering this level of support.  These are detailed in 
the action plan of the FPS.

Author Craig Thorpe Corporate asset and Energy Manager, Finance and Resources. 
0141 812 6277
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We have tackled the significant inequalities in Scottish society









  



 

5  

 







































2 s
av

in
gs

 



















,




	GreenerThematic Report Aug16 print
	Fuel Poverty Strategy 2016 print

