2

Renfrewshire
Council

To: Finance, Resources and Customer Services Policy Board

On: 7 June 2017

Report by: Director of Finance & Resources

Heading: Council response to ‘Report of the Independent Inquiry into the
Construction of Edinburgh Schools’

1. Summary
The purpose of this report is to

1.1 Provide Elected Members with an update on the publication of the ‘Report of
the Independent Inquiry into the Construction of Edinburgh Schools’ and
advise on the implications of the report’s recommendations pursuant to
Renfrewshire Council.

2. Recommendations

It is recommended that the Board

2.1 notes the content of this Report and in particular the steps taken by the
Council to address the Inquiry recommendations as set out in Appendix 1.

3. Background

3.1. There has been widespread media coverage of ongoing structural issues in

the design and construction of PPP schools commissioned by Edinburgh City
Council



3.2.

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

The City of Edinburgh Council subsequently commissioned Professor John
Cole to investigate matters leading to the structural issues and potential
‘lessons learned’ from the experience.

Professor Cole published his report, “Report of the Independent Inquiry into
the Construction of Edinburgh Schools” on 9 February 2017.

The full report is available from the Head of Property Services (Ext 6159). or
Independent inquiry into school closures published | Independent inquiry into
school closures published | The City of Edinburgh Council

The Scottish Government has instructed the Scottish Futures Trust (SFT) to
consider the Inquiry’s Report/Recommendations and will issue further
guidance in due course if considered necessary. Officers will of course
continue to liaise with SFT to consider and input into matters arising.

Appendix 1 (of this report) provides a commentary on the Independent Inquiry
report's Recommendations pursuant to Renfrewshire Council PPP and non
PPP estate.

Implications of the Report

1.
2.

3.

(@)

Financial — As per report

HR & Organisational Development — Not Applicable.
Community Planning — Not Applicable

Legal — As per report

Property/Assets — As per report.

Information Technology — Not Applicable

Equality & Human Rights

The Recommendations contained within this report have been assessed in
relation to their impact on equalities and human rights. No negative impacts
on equality groups or potential for infringement of individuals’ human rights
have been identified arising from the recommendations contained in the
report. If required following implementation, the actual impact of the
recommendations and the mitigating actions will be reviewed and monitored,
and the results of the assessment will be published on the Council’s website.

Health & Safety — Not Applicable.

Procurement —Not Applicable.



10. Risk — Not Applicable.

11. Privacy Impact — Not Applicable

Author Joe Lynch
Head of Property Services
0141 618 6159
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