
To: Children and Young People Thematic Board 

On: 31 March 2016 

Report by: 

Peter MacLeod, Director of Children’s Services 

Integrated Children’s Services Improvement Plan – Outcome 3 Progress Report 

1. Summary

1.1 In order to achieve our vision and our associated outcomes and targets, the 
Children and Young People Board developed the Integrated Children’s 
Services improvement plan. Following agreement of the improvement plan, 
the Board requested that progress reports be submitted to the Children and 
Young People Thematic Board for scrutiny.  

1.2 As the Board has previously scrutinised the progress being made against 
outcomes one and two of the improvement plan, the focus of for this report is 
outcome three: 

‘Our children and young people feel confident and responsible – able to 
participate fully in learning and in their wider community and take part in 
opportunities which meet their needs, interests and aspirations’ 

2. Recommendations

 It is recommended that the Board 

a) Scrutinise each of the actions detailed in appendix 1

b) Notes the key areas of progress highlighted in Section 4

3. Background

3.1 The Children and Young People Board has responsibility for coordinating and 
driving multi-agency activity to ensure that we achieve our long term vision 
that: 

‘By 2023 we will get it right for every child and young person by ensuring that 
they live in a positive and inclusive environment, have the best start in life, are 
confident, healthy and free from disadvantage’. 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 3
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3.2 In order to achieve this vision and our associated outcomes and targets, the 
Children and Young People Board developed an Integrated Children’s 
Services improvement plan. Following agreement of the plan, the Board 
agreed a reporting schedule for monitoring and scrutinising the progress being 
made against each of the Children and Young People Outcomes and this 
report herewith details the progress being made against Outcome 3 ‘‘Our 
children and young people feel confident and responsible – able to participate 
fully in learning and in their wider community and take part in opportunities 
which meet their needs, interests and aspirations’ 

4 Key Areas of Progress 

The progress being made against each individual action is detailed in 
Appendix 1, however some key areas of progress are as follows: 

4.1 Children’s Services and the Health and Social Care Partnership have formed 
part of an inter-authority group, working together with colleagues from the 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde area to develop the Substance Misuse Toolkit.  

The aim of the group was to develop an online toolkit to promote a planned 
and progressive approach to substance misuse education in line with 
curriculum for excellence across educational and community settings that 
gives consistent messages in relation to alcohol and drugs.   

The toolkit brings together tried and tested high quality resources to support 
the delivery of substance misuse education in primary and secondary schools. 
The secondary version was launched in December 2014 with the primary 
version being developed thereafter.  Renfrewshire staff were released from 
schools to support the development of the primary materials and played a key 
role in both developing and quality assuring the resources.   

In order to ensure that staff across the Greater Glasgow and Clyde area were 
aware of the toolkit and the support it provided, a national event was held in 
2015 to launch the materials.  Renfrewshire primary schools were well 
represented at this event. 

4.2 Children’s Services were successful in securing £50,000 from the Tackling 
Poverty Fund to undertake a second epidemiological study in Renfrewshire. 
The approach consists of Renfrewshire working in partnership with the 
Dartington Social Research Unit to conduct a study of the population needs 
for children and young people aged 9 to 17 in Renfrewshire. 

Children and Young People will be invited to participate in an online survey 
and once the results analysed the data will inform the shaping of services to 
address the needs identified.  The data will allow analysis of the outcomes 
and needs for children experiencing poverty and for interventions to improve 
their outcomes identified. 

Author: For more information about the report, please contact Yvonne Farquhar, 
Senior Policy Officer, Chief Executive’s Service 0141 618 7409 
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