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___________________________________________________________________

To: Planning and Property Policy Board

On: 24 January 2017
___________________________________________________________________

Report by: Director of Development and Housing Services
___________________________________________________________________

Heading: Renfrewshire Local Development Plan Main Issues Report
___________________________________________________________________

1. Summary

1.1. This report seeks approval from the Planning and Property Policy Board for 
the Renfrewshire Local Development Plan Main Issues Report 2017 (see 
Appendix 1) and accompanying supporting documents.

1.2. The Main Issues Report is a key stage in the review of the current Adopted 
Renfrewshire Local Development Plan and seeks to provide options for 
consultation which reflect key land use and economic issues, emerging 
priorities and the opportunities that exist to encourage sustainable economic 
development in Renfrewshire.

1.3. The Main Issues Report will be subject to consultation and publicity for twelve 
weeks from 6th February 2017 to 1st May 2017 and is an important document 
in terms of consultation and engagement as the responses given will shape 
the content of the next Renfrewshire Local Development Plan which in due 
course will reflect the land use priorities and settled view of the Council in 
terms of its role as the Local Planning Authority.

________________________________________________________________

2. Recommendations

2.1 It is recommended that the Board:

(i) Approves the Renfrewshire Local Development Plan Main Issues 
Report 2017 and accompanying Main Issues Report Environmental 
Report and agrees to their publication for consultation for 12 weeks to 
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inform the preparation of the next Renfrewshire Local Development 
Plan;

(ii) Authorises the Director of Development and Housing Services to 
progress the necessary publicity and consultation in relation to the 
Renfrewshire Local Development Plan Main Issues Report (2017) and 
accompanying Main Issues Report Environmental Report.

______________________________________________________________

3. Background

3.1. The Planning and Property Policy Board on the 12th May 2015 authorised the 
Director of Development and Housing Services to commence the review of 
the Renfrewshire Local Development Plan.

3.2. The preparation of the Main Issues Report is the first stage in the review of 
the Adopted Renfrewshire Local Development Plan. The document has been 
informed by ongoing monitoring of existing plan policies, development 
priorities, changing land use planning circumstances and emerging projects 
such as City Deal.

3.3. Main Issues Reports are key documents in front-loading effective engagement
and shaping the content of the Local Development Plan. They are the 
principal opportunity for consulting stakeholders and involving the wider 
public. 

3.4. A range of pre Main Issues Report consultation and engagement work has 
been undertaken in reviewing the Renfrewshire Local Development Plan
these include drop-in information sessions, presentations to various groups
and one to one meetings. This early engagement and consultation has been 
invaluable in informing the preparation of this Main Issues Report.

3.5. The Main Issues Report sets out the planning authority’s proposals for 
development, in particular where development should and should not occur. It 
is also required to identify the preferred options for taking proposals forward 
along with consideration of reasonable alternatives where these are available.

___________________________________________________________________

4. The Main Issues Report

4.1. Given that the current Local Development Plan has been in place for just over
two years, the main components of the strategy remain relevant and it is not 
intended to significantly change the overall Spatial Strategy or Local 
Development Plan Policies.

4.2. The Main Issues Report concentrates on the main changes and emerging 
issues that have taken place and the key opportunities for future development 
in Renfrewshire. The main issues are focused around our ‘Places, Economy 
and Environment’.
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4.3. There are eight Main Issues identified in the report, they are as follows:

1. City Deal;
2. Renfrewshire’s Housing Land Requirements;
3. Affordable Housing;
4. Potential expansion at Bishopton;
5. Potential expansion at Paisley South;
6. Infrastructure Provision / Developer Contributions;
7. Housing for key specific housing groups;
8. Renewables.

4.4. The Main Issue Report has set out preferred options along with alternatives 
for each of the eight Main Issues and asks a number of questions to help 
capture views on the strategy for future development.

4.5. The Main Issues Report is subject to a Strategic Environmental Assessment
which is contained within the Environmental Report. The Main Issue Report 
Environmental Report requires to be prepared alongside the preparation of 
the next Local Development Plan.

4.6. This influences and guides the Main Issue’s and the Council’s preferred and 
alternative options. The Main Issues Report is also accompanied by a 
Monitoring Statement which summarises the evidence base for the plan and 
identifies issues that require to be considered in the Main Issues Report. 
There are also other background evidence papers to support the publication 
of the Main Issues Report.

4.7. All of these background documents will be available to view during the 
consultation period at
http://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/article/3070/Preparation-of-the-Next-Local-
Development-Plan

___________________________________________________________________
5. Next Steps

5.1. Consultation and publicity will be undertaken for a period of 12 weeks from the
6 February 2017 to the 1 May 2017. All of the consultation documents will be 
published on the Council’s web pages and paper copies of all documents will 
be available in libraries as well as at Renfrewshire House.

5.2. A copy of the documents will be sent to the Scottish Government, Community 
Councils, neighbouring planning authorities and key agencies. Everyone that 
has signed up to the Local Development Plan mailing list will also be informed
of the consultation with a link to the consultation documents.

5.3. An advertisement will also be placed in both local papers and social media will 
be used to publicise the consultation.

5.4. A range of methods of engagement and consultation will take place over the 
12 week consultation period and this will be publicised on the Council’s
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website as well as providing an email alert to those on the Local Development 
Plan mailing list.

5.5. Workshops with Members will also take place to inform the direction for the 
preparation of the next stage of the Local Development Plan process which is 
the Proposed Plan, which becomes the settled view of the Council.

5.6. Further details of the stages to come and the timetable to prepare the Local 
Development Plan are set out in the annual update of the Development Plan 
Scheme which was approved on the 8 November 2016 by the Planning and 
Property Policy Board.

___________________________________________________________________

Implications of the Report

1. Financial - None

2. HR & Organisational Development - None

3. Community Planning –

Jobs and Economy – The Development Plan is a key document in 
establishing a land use framework for supporting, encouraging and delivering 
economic development in Renfrewshire through investment and regeneration.

4. Legal - None

5. Property/Assets - None

6. Information Technology - None

7. Equality & Human Rights - The Recommendations contained within this 
report have been assessed in relation to their impact on equalities and human 
rights. No negative impacts on equality groups or potential for infringement of 
individuals’ human rights have been identified arising from the 
recommendations contained in the report because it is for noting only. If 
required following implementation, the actual impact of the recommendations 
and the mitigating actions will be reviewed and monitored, and the results of 
the assessment will be published on the Council’s website.   

8. Health & Safety - None

9. Procurement – None

10. Risk – None

11. Privacy Impact - None
_________________________________________________________
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Appendix 1 
Renfrewshire Local Development Plan Main Issues Report (2017)

List of Background Papers

(a) Renfrewshire Local Development Plan – Monitoring Statement (2017)
(b) Renfrewshire Local Development Plan Main Issues Report – Strategic 

Environmental Assessment (2017)
(c) Renfrewshire Local Development Plan Main Issues Report – Meeting the 

Housing Land Requirements (2017)
(d) Equality Impact Assessment (2017)
_________________________________________________________

Author: The contact officer within the service is Sharon Marklow, Strategy and Place 
Manager, 0141 618 7835, email: Sharon.marklow@renfrewshire.gov.uk
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