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PUBLIC SECTOR CLIMATE CHANGE DUTIES REPORTING

1. Summary

1.1 This report provides feedback on Renfrewshire Council’s Public Sector Climate 
Change Duties Report which was submitted to the Sustainable Scotland Network 
in November 2015. The overall aim of the feedback analysis is to assess the 
completeness of the reports and not the performance of the organisation and can 
be found at appendix 1 to this report.

1.2 The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 introduced ambitious targets and 
legislation to reduce Scotland’s emissions by at least 80 per cent by 2050. The 
Act additionally placed duties on public bodies relating to climate change. Further 
to the Act, the Scottish Government introduced in 2015 an Order requiring all 151 
Public Bodies who appear on the Major Player list to submit an annual report to 
SSN, detailing their compliance with the climate change duties.

1.3 Reducing greenhouse gas emissions and transitioning to a low carbon economy 
will help create a more successful country, with opportunities for all of Scotland to 
flourish, through increasing sustainable economic growth.

2. Recommendations

2.1 It is recommended that the Greener Renfrewshire Thematic Board: 

a. notes the content of Sustainable Scotland Network’s Feedback Report to
Renfrewshire Council on the submission of the 2014/15 Climate Change
Duties Report; and



 
b. notes that a summary of the 2015/16 Climate Change Duties Report 

submission will be presented to the next Greener Renfrewshire Thematic 
Board.

Background

3.1 In 2007, all 32 local authorities in Scotland signed up to Scotland’s Climate 
Change Declaration (SCCD).  Signatories to the SCCD acknowledge the 
importance of climate change and are committed to:
 mitigating their impact on climate change through reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions;
 taking steps to adapt to the unavoidable impacts of a changing climate; and 
 working in partnership with their communities to respond to climate change.

3.2 Renfrewshire Council has voluntarily submitted climate change data as part of its 
commitment to the SCCD over a number of years. This requirement became 
mandatory in November 2015, with a standardised template for all reporting 
bodies.  This has been refined for the 2015/16 submission which has a deadline 
of 30th November 2016. 

3.3 A summary of the 2015/16 submission will be presented to the Environment 
Policy Board in November 2016, for approval and to the Greener Renfrewshire 
Thematic Board in November 2016, for noting.
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