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___________________________________________________________________

To: Planning and Property Policy Board

On: 25 August 2015
___________________________________________________________________

Report by: Director of Development and Housing Services
___________________________________________________________________

Heading: Renfrew Town Centre Simplified Planning Zone
___________________________________________________________________

1 Summary

1.1. The Planning and Property Policy Board on 12 May 2015 authorised the 
Director of Development and Housing Services to progress the necessary 
publicity and consultation on the content of the Draft Renfrew Town Centre 
Simplified Planning Zone Scheme (SPZ).

1.2. Consultation and engagement with a wide variety of stakeholders including 
Renfrew Community Council, Renfrew Development Trust, local businesses,
local residents and Key Agencies was undertaken over a six week period. No 
objections were received and no modifications or alterations to the Scheme 
were requested. The final SPZ Scheme requires Board Approval to enable the 
formal adoption of the Scheme.

__________________________________________________________________

2 Recommendations

2.1 It is recommended that the Board: 

(i) Approves the Renfrew Town Centre Simplified Planning Zone Scheme. 

(ii) Authorise the Director of Development and Housing Services to 
conclude the necessary procedures to enable the formal adoption of 
the Simplified Planning Zone Scheme.
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3 Simplified Planning Zone Scheme Consultation

3.1 Throughout the various stages of the preparation of the Renfrew Town Centre 
SPZ Scheme, consultation and engagement has taken place with Renfrew 
Community Council, Renfrew Development Trust, local businesses, local 
residents, the Scottish Government and Key Agencies on the content of the 
SPZ Scheme over a period of 6 weeks from 27th May to 10th July.

3.2 To ensure local businesses and residents were aware of the proposed SPZ
Scheme, officers hand delivered consultation letters and fact sheets to 
owners/occupiers within Renfrew Town Centre allowing any queries to be 
answered.

3.3 A Public Event was held in Renfrew Town Hall on 3rd June (9am-8pm) to allow 
people to discuss the proposals and ask any questions. Individual meetings 
were also held with key stakeholders where requested. Feedback from the 
various discussions and the public event was positive and no objections have 
been received to the content of the Draft Renfrew Town Centre SPZ Scheme.

3.4 Scottish Ministers have also confirmed that they do not intend to call-in the 
SPZ Scheme or direct the Council to consider modifying the proposals.

___________________________________________________________________

4 Simplified Planning Zone Scheme Content 

4.1 The SPZ Scheme seeks to promote a mix of appropriate town centre uses 
within Renfrew Town Centre in line with Scottish Planning Policy. It sets out 
the types of developments and the nature of the uses that are authorised as 
well as the conditions, restrictions and guidelines that must be complied with 
under the Scheme. 

4.2 The Renfrew Town Centre SPZ Scheme is set out in Appendix 1, the main 
elements of the Scheme are:

A table of developments and uses that are authorised under the 
SPZ Scheme along with limitations and constraints on the number 
and type of changes of use to ensure the town centre vitality and 
viability is protected;

Conditions which all developments require to adhere to under the 
Scheme; and 

Guidance on other statutory controls which remain in force in the 
SPZ; as well as guidance on the design of developments authorised
under the Scheme.

4.3 Following the positive consultation process there is no requirement to make
modifications to the Draft Renfrew Town Centre Simplified Planning Zone
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Scheme which was agreed by the Planning and Property Policy Board on 12 
May 2015.

7 Next Steps

7.1 Should the Renfrew Town Centre SPZ Scheme receive Board approval it will 
be formally adopted. In undertaking the necessary statutory procedures 
following adoption there is a 6 week period where any aggrieved person can 
challenge the validity of the SPZ Scheme. Any challenge requires to be on 
the grounds that the content of the Scheme is not within the powers conferred 
by Schedule 5 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 or that 
any requirement of the Act has not been complied with in adopting the SPZ 
Scheme.

7.2 The SPZ Scheme can be in place for a period of 10 years. The Council has 
the right to propose alterations to the Scheme by adding, removing or 
otherwise altering the planning controls. Any alterations will be subject to 
further public consultation and Board approval.

7.2 To assess the effectiveness of the Scheme, the Council will monitor 
development activity annually and a monitoring report will be published. This 
will be available on the Council’s Renfrew Town Centre SPZ webpage
www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/webcontent/home/services/planning+and+building+
standards/development+planning/pt-renfrewtowncentrespz

7.3 The Council will prepare a short ‘How To’ Guide to illustrate how the Renfrew 
Town Centre SPZ was delivered in order to assist other local authorities, 
stakeholders and practitioners interested in pursuing a Simplified Planning 
Zone for town centres in their areas. This guide will be available via the 
Scottish Government working with Scotland’s Towns Partnership.

___________________________________________________________________

Implications of the Report

1. Financial – None

2. HR & Organisational Development – None 

3. Community Planning – Jobs and Economy – The SPZ scheme will help 
promote Renfrewshire as one of the best locations in Scotland to invest as 
well as encourage successful town centres through successful regeneration 
that contributes positively to local communities and economic growth.

4. Legal - None
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5. Property/Assets - None.

6. Information Technology - None

7. Equality & Human Rights -
The Recommendations contained within this report have been assessed in 
relation to their impact on equalities and human rights. No negative impacts 
on equality groups or potential for infringement of individuals’ human rights 
have been identified arising from the recommendations contained in the report
because it is for noting only. If required following implementation, the actual 
impact of the recommendations and the mitigating actions will be reviewed 
and monitored, and the results of the assessment will be published on the 
Council’s website.

8. Health & Safety – None 

9. Procurement – None 

10. Risk – None 

11. Privacy Impact – None
_________________________________________________________

Author The contact officer within the service is Sharon Marklow, Assistant Manager 
(Policy), 0141 618 7835, email: Sharon.marklow@renfrewshire.gov.uk
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 p
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at
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C
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t C
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at
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 d
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 p
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t c
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