
To: Safer and Stronger Renfrewshire Thematic Board 

On: 3rd February 2015 

Report by: 
Shona MacDougall, Director of Community Resources  

HM INSPECTORATE OF CONTSTABULARY, SCOTLAND – SCRUTINY PLAN 2016-17 

1. Summary

1.1 Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary, Scotland (HMICS) is reviewing their 
annual Scrutiny Plan to develop a planned inspection programme for 2016/17.  An 
amended version of their 2015/16 Scrutiny Plan is being used as the basis for the 
review and is attached as Appendix 1 to this report. Forensic Services, Cyber 
Crime, National Crime Recording, together with follow up work on both Stop & 
Search and Call Handling form a number of the planned inspections within the 
current proposed programme which runs from 2014 - 2017.  HMICS are seeking the 
views of key stakeholders on the proposed inspections and any topical, high risk or 
emerging areas in policing that could be included within the 2015/16 annual 
inspection programme. 

1.2 Proposals for 2016/17 are consistent with the HMICS Corporate Strategy 2014-
2017, which outlined their approach to scrutiny, together with their inspection 
framework which the Council commented on in 2013.  Plans for 2016/17 also 
include a number of areas that might also have been raised locally on the basis of 
the focus of scrutiny and discussions at a number of previous meetings of the 
Housing and Community Safety Policy Board - particularly the intention to revisit 
stop and search.  Other issues which have relevance locally include cybercrime; 
counter corruption; and continuing the inspection of Police call handling services. 

2. Recommendations

2.1 It is recommended that the Board agrees the adoption of the approach as
recommended by Police Scotland.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 3(c)



3. Background

3.1 Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary in Scotland, (HMICS) has a statutory 
role to report on the state, effectiveness and efficiency of both Police Scotland and 
the Scottish Police Authority.  HMICS issued a consultation on their forward 
workplan 2014 – 17 in November 2013 and a response was submitted by the 
Council Chief Executive at that time. Since then each HMICS Annual Scrutiny Plan 
has included an appropriate focus on the issues highlighted in the Council’s 
response and, as last reported on 25 August 2015, the attached annual inspection 
programme has maintained that focus.  

3.2 In accordance with their statutory obligation to keep this plan under review, HMICS 
have recently refreshed it to take account of necessary changes to scrutiny 
activities.  The latest updated HMICS Scrutiny Plan 2015-16, was issued in 
December 2015.  

3.3 Scrutiny activity has focused around a rolling programme of Local Policing 
inspections together with thematic inspections and specific audit and assurance 
reviews. In addition HMICS have accommodated unplanned scrutiny activity as a 
result of ministerial direction and a specific request from the Scottish Police 
Authority.  They are on schedule to have completed ten separate scrutiny reports 
during 2015-16, in addition to meeting ongoing commitment to joint scrutiny with the 
Care Inspectorate in relation to Children’s Services.  

3.4 HMICS intend to continue with Local Policing inspections during 2016-17, and have 
already committed in principle to the scrutiny of Forensic Services, Cyber Crime and 
National Crime Recording, together with follow up work on both Stop & Search and 
Call Handling.  HMICS have some capacity to address any topical, high risk or 
emerging areas in policing and would welcome views on proposals or on any other 
areas which may benefit from scrutiny during 2016-17.  

3.5 From a Renfrewshire perspective, local relationships with Police Scotland and with 
the Scottish Police Authority are good and the areas of thematic inspection activity 
that are set out in the current plan reflect the key areas of concern that may arise 
locally – particularly the intention to inspect in relation to cyber crime; counter 
corruption; revisit stop and search; and continue the inspection of call handling 
services. 

4. Resources

4.1 The Safer and Stronger Renfrewshire Action Plan identifies the resources
 requirements for each individual action.  



5. Prevention

5.1 The Action Plan framework allows the Safer and Stronger Renfrewshire Board to
 plan resources and direct investment towards prevention and early intervention.

6. Community Involvement/Engagement

6.1 The Action Plan has been developed through the Safer and Stronger Renfrewshire
 Board and sub groups whereby the third sector is widely represented.

Author:        For more information about the report, please contact Oliver Reid, Head of 
Public Protection, Renfrewshire Council on 0141 618 7352, 
oliver.reid@renfrewshire.gcsx.gov.uk 
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http://www.hmics.org/publications/corporate-strategy-2014-2017
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/outcome/pubServ
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/198627/0053093.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/352649/0118638.pdf
http://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/report/search?search=National%20Scrutiny%20Plan
http://www.hmics.org/what-we-do/national-preventive-mechanism-npm
http://hmics.org/publications/hmics-local-policing-inspection-programme-inspection-edinburgh-division
http://hmics.org/publications/terms-reference-hmics-local-policing-cross-boundary-policing-dumfries-and-galloway
http://www.hmics.org/publications/hmics-audit-and-assurance-review-stop-and-search-phase-1
http://www.hmics.org/publications/hmics-crime-audit-2014
http://hmics.org/publications/crime-audit-british-transport-police-scotland-division
http://hmics.org/publications/independent-assurance-review-police-scotland-%E2%80%93-call-handling-interim-report
http://hmics.org/publications/hmics-independent-assurance-review-police-scotland-call-handling-final-report
http://iocco-uk.info/docs/Press%20statement%2025-11-2015.pdf
http://hmics.org/publications/joint-thematic-review-mappa-scotland
http://hmics.org/publications/hmics-custody-inspection-framework
http://pirc.scotland.gov.uk/



