Report to: Renfrewshire Council Housing and Community Safety Policy Board
Date of Report: 2 August 2016

Report by: David Proctor, Local Senior Officer ( LSO)
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service

Subject: Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) Report

PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT

1. The purpose of this report is to inform the Housing and Community Safety Policy Board of the
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service’s (SFRS) performance and activities during the 1st April to 30t
June 2016 reporting period.

PERFORMANCE

2. The information provided in this report and attached appendix relates to the specific key performance
indicators detailed in the Renfrewshire Local Fire and Rescue Plan 2014-2017. The SFRS Local
Senior Officer will be happy to meet with any Elected Members who wish to discuss specific Ward
issues.

A summary of the key performance indicators is detailed below:

a. The total number of Accidental Dwelling Fires decreased from 54 in the same period in 2015
to 47 in the current reporting period.

b. The total number of All Non-Fatal Fire Casualties increased from 11 in the same period in

2015 to 14 in the current reporting period.

c. The total number of incidents involving Deliberate Fire Raising increased from 199 in the

same period in 2015 to 351 in the current reporting period.

d. The total number of Fires in Non-Domestic Buildings increased from 20 in the same period

in 2015 to 22 in the current reporting period.



e. The total number of Unwanted Fire Alarm Signal incidents decreased from 205 in the same

period in 2015 to 170 in the current reporting period.

f. The total number of Road Traffic Collisions incidents attended by SFRS which resulted
resulting in non-fatal casualties, increased from 8 in the same period in 2015 to 18 in the
current reporting period. The number of recorded casualties increased from 13 in the same

period in 2015 to 29 in the current reporting period.

PRIORITIES & INTERVENTIONS

3. SFRS is committed to working in partnership with Community Planning partners in the public, private
and voluntary sectors in order to work together for a safer Scotland. Strengthening our relationship
with and working in partnership to add value to our communities is critical to the success of our

strategy.

The following activities are illustrative of SFRS arrangements in terms of partnership working and
targeted engagement:

a. The Local Area Liaison Officer (LALO) attends Tasking Meetings within Renfrewshire Safety
Hub three mornings a week and provides statistics of incidents within the Renfrewshire area
to ensure partners are aware of all fire related anti-social activity. This forum continues to

deliver on achieving joint positive initiatives and outcomes including:

i. Intervention at the old Royal Alexandra Infirmary Building in Paisley to reduce the impact
of deliberate fire setting incidents.

ii. Targeted interventions by SFRS, Police Scotland and Renfrewshire Community
Wardens in the Corseford area of Johnstone to tackle an upward trend of deliberate

fires. This is still ongoing and will be reported in full at a later date.

b. Adult and Drugs Partnership (ADP) clinics in Renfrewshire are visited twice a month to
deliver structured intervention. This relationship has provided an opportunity to support the
‘Brighter Renfrewshire alcohol awareness week’ with a multi-agency event held on Tuesday

21st of June at the Renfrewshire Safety Centre funded by a grant from the ADP.

c. During May and June as part of the Building Safer Greener Communities initiative;

Renfrewshire Safety Centre staff were involved in Ferguslie as part of our commitment to
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target streets with a high tariff of incidents by encouraging house holders to receive a free
Home Fire Safety Visit (HFSV).

d. In May a Firereach course was delivered at the Renfrewshire Safety Centre to pupils from
Johnstone High School. The pupils enjoyed a challenging and rewarding 4 day course. A
further Firereach course was delivered in June to pupils from Paisley Grammar.

e. A total of 409 Home Fire Safety Visits were carried out by in Renfrewshire during the

reporting period. Of these:

I. 36 were as a result of high risk referrals from Renfrewshire Community Planning
partners to SFRS.

ii. 104 were as a result of Post Domestic Incident Responses (PDIR). The SFRS conducts
a PDIR at all domestic dwelling incidents (includes fire alarm actuations and special
services). This involves positive engagement with the occupier(s) of the affected property
and neighbouring properties by SFRS personnel. Fire safety advice and support are
provided; where required SFRS provide and fit 10 year battery powered smoke

detectors.

f. SFRS Community Action Team officers attended a safety day at DIAGEO Braehead; this
was a multi-agency event to deliver a variety of safety and information talks to the DIAGEO
staff. The SFRS team delivered a home fire safety talk to over 500 staff resulting in 59

HFSV requests on the day.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Housing and Community Safety Board members are asked to note the contents of this report and the

attached appendix.


http://www.firescotland.gov.uk/news-campaigns/news/2016/06/renfrewshire-youngsters-complete-firereach-course.aspx




APPENDIX A

1. REDUCTION OF ACCIDENTAL DWELLING FIRES

1.1. Incidents by Ward

1st April to 30th June 2016

Paisley South West Ward mm
Bishopton, Bridge of Weir & Langhank Ward
Renfrew South & Gallowhill Ward
Houston, Crosslee & Linwood Ward
lohnstone South, Elderslie & Howwood...
Renfrew North Ward
Johnstone North, Kilbarchan &...
Paisley East & Ralston Ward
Paisley South Ward
Paisley North West Ward
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1.2. Cause of Fire

Cause of Fire

Overheating, unknown cause

Other intentional burning, going out of...
Not Applicable
Faulty leads to equipment or appliance
Careless handling - due to careless disposal
Accumulation of flammable material
Fault in equipment or appliance

Careless handling - due to sleep or...

Combustible articles too close to heat source

Negligent use of equipment or appliance
Cooking
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1.3. Location of Fire

Location of fire start

Bedroom

Roof space

Under stairs (storage area)
External structures

Stairs

Corridor/Hall

Living room
Kitchen |
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As is evident from the tables (1.2 and1.3) above cooking remains the most significant cause of

accidental dwelling fires.

1.4. Human Factors

Impairment Due to Drugs/ Alcohol
40
35
30
25
20
15

10

0 |

No Yes Don't know

Factors Contributing to Cause of Fire

Other [l
Other medical condition/illness [l
Not known [l
Falling asleep/asleep [N
None NN
Distraction |
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2. REDUCTION OF FIRE CASUALTIES

2.1. Casualties by Ward

1st April to 30th June 2016

Houston, Crosslee & Linwood Ward

lohnstone North, Kilbarchan & Lochwinnoch
Ward

Paisley South Ward
Johnstone South, Elderslie & Howwood Ward
Paisley East & Ralston Ward

Paisley North West Ward

Paisley South West Ward
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2.2. Casualties by Age and Gender

Casualties by Age and Gender
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Renfrewshire’s fire casualty profile with a predominant number of males recorded is outwith the
Scottish profile. Over the past two years there has been a growing trend of older females being
the most at risk of harm from fire.

Renfrewshire still has 36% of fire casualties in the 60+ age group; and with a continuing
increase in the older population this profile is likely to change. Significant resources from SFRS
and our partners are dedicated to engaging with risk groups within our communities to provide
home safety (including fire safety) advise to support and safeguard those more vulnerable
residents.



2.3. Extent of Harm

Casualty Care Required

Precautionary check recommended

First aid given at scene

Victim went to hospital, injuries appear to be _
Slight

The positive impact of early warning of fire provided by either standalone or linked smoke
alarms is evident in terms of the reduction in the number of severe dwelling fires and the

associated level of fire related injuries compared to 10 years ago.

2.4. Nature of Injury
Nature of Injury

Breathing difficulties (Other than 'Overcome
by gas, smoke or toxic fumes, asphyxiation')

Chest pain / Heart condition / Cardiac arrest

Burns — slight

overcomety e iton -

asphyxiation

In the first 3 months of the reporting period 2016/17 there has been one fire fatality within
Renfrewshire. At this time the circumstances surrounding this case are still under investigation
and cannot be reported on at this time. This case is not included in the figures above.



3. REDUCTION OF DELIBERATE FIRE SETTING

3.1. Primary Fires

3.1.1. Incidents by Ward

Wards

Bishopton, Bridge of Weir & Langbank
Johnstone North, Kilbarchan & Lochwinnoch
Paisley Fast & Ralston

Paisley South West

Houston, Crosslee & Linwood

Erskine & Inchinnan

Renfrew South & Gallowhill

Paisley North West

Johnstone South, Elderslie & Howwood

3.1.2. Property Types
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Property Type

Dwelling, House - single occupancy
Purpose Built Flat/Maisonette - multiple...
Private Garden Shed
Outdoor structures, Other outdoor...
Retail - Single shop
Recycling collection point, bottle bank
Private garage
Qutdoor structures, Shelter
Non Residential private building
Dwelling -Tenement Building
Outdoor storage structure
Woodland and crops
Road Vehicle, Car
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Deliberate fire setting is a criminal offence and SFRS will request Police Scotland to attend

suspected deliberate primary fires when deemed appropriate. The SFRS Local Area

Liaison Officer attends the Tasking Meetings within Renfrewshire Safety Hub to provide

fire activity overviews for action as appropriate.

SFRS officers will also complete Community Intelligent Reports at incidents where

deliberate fire setting occurs; these are passed to Police Scotland where relevant

information is gathered and used to support further investigation.



3.2. Secondary Fires
3.2.1. Incidents by Ward

Secondary Fires Analysis

Bishopton, Bridge of Weir & Langbank ===
Renfrew North F=—==3
Paisley South A=
Paisley East & Ralston S
Houston, Crosslee & Linwood Houmr——
Johnstone North, Kilbarchan & Lochwinnoch s
Erskine & Inchinnan EEoS——===3
Renfrew South & Gallowhill EESS——==1
Johnstone South, Elderslie & Howwood S
Paisley South West SSS—————=ooomo
Paisley North West S
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There has been a sharp increase in deliberate secondary fire activity within the first 3
months of the 2016/17 reporting period. Activity spikes correspond with the very warm
periods of weather experiencd at points in April, May and June. In addition, from the table
below it is evident the vast majority of fires occurred between 15:00hrs to 22:00hrs; this
pattern leads us to believe the majority of these fires have been started by school age

young people who outwith these times will either be in bed or at school.

3.2.1.1. Time of Day

Deliberate Secondary Fires
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SFRS works closely with our partners to provide appropraite engagemetn, education and
intervention approaches. Schools in areas identified as having higher fire incidents are
targeted and the CAT officers actively engage with the pupils to educate them on the
dangers and subsequences iof wilful fire setting.

The Firereach programme also addresses wilful fire setting and educates young people on
the impact of available front line emergency resources attending secondary fires and not

being available for life threatening emergencies.

3.2.2. Property Type

Property Types

Other
Road Vehicle m
Canal/riverbank vegetation m
Industrial Manufacturing =
Park mm
Cycle path/public footpath =
Refuse/rubbish tip  m—
Wasteland  m—
Roadside vegetation
Tree scrub (includes single treas not in... m—
Grassland/ Moorland e ——————————
Small refuse container (excluding wheelie... n— ————————
Loose refuse (inclin garden) ——————

0 20 40 60 80 100 120

SFRS attended a significant number of grassland and refuse fires in the first quarter of the
2016/17 reporting period. As previously stated the periods of good weather correlate

directly with the periods of increased fire activity.

Grassland/ scrubland fires accounted for over 230 of the deliberate secondary fires.
Locations with 4 or more secondary fires during the reporting period include:

e Paisley Road, Renfrew (4)

¢ Auchenlodment Road, Johnstone (4)

e Blackstoun Road, Paisley (5)

e Brediland Road, Linwood (6)

e Dykebar Hospital, Paisley (4)

e Glennifer Braes, Paisley (9)
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4. REDUCTION OF FIRES IN NON-DOMESTIC PREMISES

4.1. Incident by Ward

Wards

Paisley South Ward [N
lohnstone South, Elderslie & Howwood Ward
Paisley East & Ralston Ward
Houston, Crosslee & Linwood Ward
Johnstone North, Kilbarchan &...
Renfrew North Ward

Renfrew South & Gallowhill Ward

Paisley North West Ward
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4.2. Property Types

Property Types

Hospital

Purpose built office

Other retail

Laboratory/research Establishment
Boarding House

Petrol station

Pub/wine bar/bar

Waste/ Recycling Plant

Other private non-residential building
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All fires in non-domestic premises which are classed as relevant premises in The Fire
(Scotland) Act 2005 are subject to a post fire audit. These are conducted by specialist Fire
Safety Enforcement Officers (FSEO) who will carry out a full inspection of the premises and all
paperwork required under the Act; where deficiencies in fire safety management arrangements
are identified the ‘duty holder’ will be issued with a notice as appropriate.
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4.3. Main Source of Ignition

Other

Smoking Related
Electric Lighting
Naked flame

Not known
Fuel/chemical related
Cooking appliance

Electricity supply
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4.4. Fire Damage
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No of Incidents
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None

Main Source of Ignition
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Fire Damage at Stop

Upto 5 6-10

m2
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5. REDUCTION OF CASUALTIES IN NON FIRE EMERGENCIES
5.1. Road Traffic Collision Incidents by Ward

RTC by Ward

Renfrew North

Houston, Crosslee & Linwood

Renfrew South & Gallowhill

Paisley South West

Erskine & Inchinnan

lohnstone North, Kilbarchan & Lochwinnoch
Paisley North West

Bishopton, Bridge of Weir & Langbank
Paisley South

Johnstone South, Elderslie & Howwood

Paisley East & Ralston
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5.2. Road Traffic Casualties by Ward

RTC Casualties bt Ward

Renfrew North

Paisley South West

Erskine & Inchinnan

Johnstone North, Kilbarchan & Lochwinnoch
Houston, Crosslee & Linwood

Bishopton, Bridge of Weir & Langbank
Paisley South

Paisley North West

Paisley East & Ralston

Johnstone South, Elderslie & Howwood
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From analysis of the Road Traffic Collision (RTC) incidents there are no specific accident
hotspots; there were two incidents on the A737 Howwood Bypass but at two different sections
of the road. One of these RTC’s resulted in a total of 7 recorded casualties; this incident
involved one private car and a van. SFRS had to extricate 1 female who was physically trapped

using hydraulic rescue equipment.

Of the 18 RTC incidents attended by SFRS we had to extricate persons on 8 occasions; these
varied from persons medically trapped as well as physically trapped. Medically trapped refers to
persons who Scottish Ambulance Service deem require additional medical intervention to
stabilise them during removal from the vehicle; SFRS will create space to facilitate the removal
by roof removal or another appropriate space creation method.
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6. REDUCTION OF UNWANTED FIRE ALARM SIGNALS
6.1. Incident by Ward

Wards

Paisley South West

Johnstone North, Kilbarchan & Lochwinnoch
Houston, Crosslee & Linwood
lohnstone South, Elderslie & Howwood
Bishopton, Bridge of Weir & Langbank
Paisley South

Paisley East & Ralston

Erskine & Inchinnan

Renfrew North

Renfrew South & Gallowhill

Paisley North West
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Paisley North West Ward has the highest number of Unwanted Fire Alarm Actuations (UFAS);
Paisley Royal Alexander Hospital (RAH) accounts for 20 of the total incidents SFRS attended in
response to an automatic alarm actuation which turned out to be due to a fault or human error.
Sheltered Housing complexes also account for a further 15 incidents. (Gallagher Court had a

total of 6 attendances during the reporting period)

6.2. Property Types

Premises Types

Other
Town Hall
Community centre/Village or Parish Hall
Local Government Office
Entertainment and culture, Other...
Food and Drink, Pub/wine bar/bar
Education
Student Hall of Residence
Takeaway, fast food
Non Residential, Laboratory/research...
Education, Pre School/nursery
Education, College/University
Entertainment and culture, Sports and...
Residential Home, Children's
Education, Infant/primary school
Education, Secondary school
Industrial Manufacturing Premises
Hotel/motel
Warehouses and bulk storage, Warehouse
Sheltered Housing - not self contained
Offices
Residential Home, Nursing/Care  m e ——
Hospitals and medical care
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6.3. Cause of Actuation

Overheating light/fitting
smoking

Unknown

External factors- Power surge
Steam

Chemicals/aerosols

Fault

Testing

Dust

Cooking/burnt toast
Accidentally/carelessly set off

Cause of UFAS

e}
L
=
(=]
=
[
[\]
(=]
.}
wu
w
(=]
(75}
«a

40

The SFRS works closely with all relevant premises where UFAS occur. Where the number of

actuations are above acceptable standards the FSEO team will carry out a fire safety audit to

identify deficiencies in the management of alarm system and actuations; where deemed

necessary notice of fire safety deficiciency will be issued.
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