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�	
��������
�����	���'���������
����� ����
��"��
�#��!��	���	���������
���	���
�	
�
��'���	
����
�������

���
��
�	
(�+������
�	
���

� �������	��&��
�	���
�#��'��
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Minute of Meeting
Placing Requests and Exclusions Appeals Panel

Date Time Venue
Thursday, 08 October 2020 13:30 Remotely by MS Teams,

Present

Councillor Jennifer Marion Adam-McGregor, Councillor John McIntyre, Ms Elaine  
McNamara

Chair

Councillor Adam-McGregor, Convener, presided.

In Attendance

D Briggs, Senior Solicitor (Litigation) and P Shiach, Committee Services Officer (both 
Finance & Resources).

Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest intimated prior to the commencement of the 
meeting.
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EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

The Appeals Panel resolved that the press and public be excluded from the meeting 
during consideration of the following item of business as it was likely, in view of the nature 
of the business to be transacted, that if members of the press and public were present 
there would be disclosure to them of exempt information as defined in paragraph 1 of 
Part I of Schedule 7A of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973.

1 Heriot Primary School - Appeal against the exclusion of a child from 
attendance

All participants had been invited to attend virtually by means of MS Teams. Consideration 
was given to an appeal against the exclusion of a child from attendance. C Adam, Senior 
Solicitor, (Finance & Resources), and A Hall, Education Manager (Development) both 
representing the Education Authority, Miss H Paterson, Headteacher and the appellants 
and their solicitor were invited into the meeting.

The Senior Solicitor (Litigation) outlined the procedure to be followed in hearing the 
appeal.

C Adam then presented the case for the Education Authority and led evidence from H 
Paterson and A Hall in relation to the circumstances surrounding the exclusion.

The appellants solicitor then presented case for the appellants.

All parties having been given the opportunity to sum up, were thanked for their attendance 
and left the hearing.

DECIDED: That the appeal be determined as follows:-

The Appeals Panel confirmed the Education Authority’s decision and agreed 
unanimously that the Authority had acted in accordance with the Schools General 
(Scotland) Regulations 1975/1135, regulation 4 in that (a) “they were of the opinion that 
the parent of the pupil refused, or failed to comply, or to allow the pupil to comply, with 
the rules, regulations , or disciplinary requirements of the school; and (b) they considered 
that in all the circumstances to allow the pupil to continue his attendance at the school 
would be likely to be seriously detrimental to order and discipline in the school or the 
educational well-being of the pupils there”.
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Minute of Meeting 
Council 
 

Date Time Venue 

Thursday, 22 October 2020 09:30 Teams meeting,  
 

Present 

Councillor Jennifer Marion Adam-McGregor, Councillor Tom  Begg, Councillor Derek 
Bibby, Councillor Bill Binks, Councillor Bill Brown, Councillor Stephen Burns, Councillor 
Jacqueline Cameron, Provost Lorraine Cameron, Councillor Michelle Campbell, Councillor 
Carolann Davidson, Councillor Eddie Devine, Councillor Andy Doig, Councillor Audrey 
Doig, Councillor Natalie Don, Councillor Alison Jean Dowling, Councillor Edward Grady, 
Councillor Neill Graham, Councillor Jim Harte, Councillor John Hood, Councillor Lisa-Marie 
Hughes, Councillor Karen Kennedy, Councillor Scott Kerr, Councillor Alistair Mackay, 
Councillor James MacLaren, Councillor Kenny MacLaren, Councillor Mags MacLaren, 
Councillor Eileen  McCartin, Councillor Colin McCulloch, Councillor Cathy McEwan, 
Councillor Marie McGurk, Councillor John McIntyre, Councillor John McNaughtan, 
Councillor Kevin Montgomery, Councillor Will Mylet, Councillor Iain Nicolson, Councillor 
Jim Paterson, Councillor Emma Rodden, Councillor Jim Sharkey, Councillor John Shaw, 
Councillor James Sheridan, Councillor Andy Steel, Councillor Jane Strang 
  

Chair 

Provost Cameron presided. 
 

 

In Attednance 

M Crearie, Director of Communities, Housing & Planning Services; G McNeil, Director of 
Environment & Infrastructure; A Russell, Director of Finance & Resources; L McIntyre, 
Head of Policy & Commissioning, L Mahon, Head of Marketing and Communications, L 
Adamson, Communications and Public Affairs Manager (all Chief Executive’s); J Calder, 
Head of Service (Curriculum and Quality) and J Trainer, Head of Child Care & Criminal 
Justice (both Children’s Services); K Graham, Head of Corporate Governance, P Murray, 
Head of ICT, S Milligan, Service Desk/Remote Support Team Leader, M Conaghan, 
Legal & Democratic Services Manager, L Belshaw, Democratic Services Manager, T 
Slater, Senior Committee Services Officer and P Shiach, Committee Services Officer (all 
Finance & Resources); D Leese, Chief Officer and S Sutton, Registered Medical 
Practitioner (GP) (both Renfrewshire Health & Social Care Partnership); L de Caesteker 
(Greater Glasgow and Clyde Health Board); and V Hollows, Chief Executive 
(Renfrewshire Leisure Limited). 
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Recording of Meeting 

The Provost advised that this meeting would be recorded for subsequent broadcast via 
the Council’s internet site. 
 

 

 

 
 Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Burns declared an interest in respect of Item 1 on the agenda as he worked 
for another local authority Health & Social Care Partnership and indicated that it was his 
intention to take part in the discussion and voting thereon. 
 
Councillor Nicolson declared an interest in respect of Item 1 of the agenda as he was a 
non-executive director of the Greater Glasgow & Clyde Health Board.  Councillor 
Nicolson indicated that as he had a general dispensation from the Standards Commission 
which allowed him to take part and to vote in relation to such matters it was his intention 
to remain in the meeting during consideration of these items. 
 
Councillor Campbell declared a non-financial interest in Item 1 on the agenda as she was 
an employee of NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde with but not in the Council’s area and 
intimated that it was her intention to take part in the discussion and voting thereon. 
 

 

1 Motion 

There was submitted a motion in the following terms: 
 
“Flu Vaccinations – Renfrewshire – St Mirren Park 
 
Renfrewshire Council believes it is important to maximise uptake of the flu vaccine. 
 
Council notes the concerns expressed by the over 65s in Renfrewshire that transport is 
a barrier to accessing the flu vaccination centre at St Mirren Park. 
 
Council calls on the Health and Social Care Partnership to immediately establish 
additional vaccination centres across Renfrewshire including appropriate local sites to 
ensure that older people and everybody entitled to the vaccination in our area are able to 
access that vaccination.” 
 
Councillor Sharkey, seconded by Councillor James MacLaren, then moved the motion, 
which was agreed unanimously. 
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DECIDED:  Flu Vaccinations – Renfrewshire – St Mirren Park 
 
Renfrewshire Council believes it is important to maximise uptake of the flu vaccine. 
 
Council notes the concerns expressed by the over 65s in Renfrewshire that transport is 
a barrier to accessing the flu vaccination centre at St Mirren Park. 
 
Council calls on the Health and Social Care Partnership to immediately establish 
additional vaccination centres across Renfrewshire including appropriate local sites to 
ensure that older people and everybody entitled to the vaccination in our area are able to 
access that vaccination. 
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Minute of Meeting 
Regulatory Functions Board 
 

Date Time Venue 

Wednesday, 28 October 
2020 

10:00 Remotely by MS Teams ,  

 

Present 

Councillor Eddie Devine, Councillor Audrey Doig, Councillor Lisa-Marie Hughes, Councillor 
Alistair Mackay, Councillor Cathy McEwan, Councillor John McNaughtan, Councillor Kevin 
Montgomery, Councillor Emma Rodden, Councillor Andy Steel 
  

Chair 

Councillor McNaughtan, Convener, presided. 
 

 

In Attendance 

D Campbell, Assistant Managing Solicitor (Licensing), A McLaughlin, Senior Solicitor 
(Litigation and Regulatory Services), E Currie, Senior Committee Services Officer,  P 
Shiach, Committee Services Officer, A Easdon, Team Leader (Licensing), N Barr, 
Administrative Assistant and G McIntosh, Civic Government Enforcement Officer (all 
Finance & Resources). 
 

 

Recording of Meeting 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Convener intimated that this meeting of 
the Board would be recorded and that the recording would be available to watch on the 
Council's website. 
 

 

Apology 

Councillor Strang. 
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 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest intimated prior to the commencement of the 
meeting. 
 

 

 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

The Board resolved that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of items 11(a) and (b), 12(a) and (b) and 13 as it was likely, in view of the 
nature of the business to be transacted that if members of the press and public were 
present there would be disclosure to them of exempt information as defined in 
paragraph 3 of part I of schedule 7A of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973. 
 

 

 Order of Business 

In terms of Standing Order 16, the Convener intimated that he proposed to alter the 
order of business to facilitate the conduct of the meeting by considering items 5, 6(a), 
6(b), 7(a), 7(b) 8, 9(a), 9(b) and 10(a) of the agenda before item 1(b) of the agenda; and 
items 10(b) and 10(c) of the agenda before item 4(c) of the agenda. 
 

 

1 Variation of Taxi Operator's Licence - Personal Appearance 

There was submitted the undernoted application for variation of a Taxi Operator’s 
Licence. The applicant had been asked to appear personally for the first time:- 
 
Applicant: John Simpson 
Variation: exemption to standard condition 22 
Licence No: TX088 
 
Mr Simpson, the applicant, was not in attendance, having previously indicated that he 
wished his application to be determined by way of a written submission. 
 
After consideration of all matters before the Board, the Convener proposed that Mr 
Simpson’s application for variation be granted and that standard condition 22 of his 
licence be amended to enable Mr Simpson to operate his present vehicle TX1 88 until 
the date it would be nine years old from first registration, this date being 14 August 2021. 
This was agreed unanimously.  
 
DECIDED: That Mr Simpson’s application for variation be granted and that standard 
condition 22 of his licence be amended to enable Mr Simpson to operate his present 
vehicle TX1 88 until the date it would be nine years old from first registration, this date 
being 14 August 2021. 
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2 Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982: Review of Taxi Fares within 
Renfrewshire 

Under reference to item 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Board held on 19 August 
2020, there was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to 
a review of taxi fares within Renfrewshire. 
 
The report advised that, at that meeting, the Board agreed, after considering responses 
to an initial consultation, to advertise a proposal to fix a new fare scale. The agreed 
proposal involved an increase to the minimum fare from £3.30 to £3.45; increased the 
additional fare per distance, by introducing a reduced distance of 315 yards (or part 
thereof) while maintaining the existing 30p charge; and increased the waiting time 
charge from 34p to 36p per period of two minutes (or part thereof). The Board agreed 
that the proposed scale would be advertised, allowing representations to be made within 
one month. 
   
The Board also agreed a proposed date of 14 December 2020 for the proposed fare 
scale to come into effect and that a report would be submitted to a future meeting of the 
Board to allow a taxi fare scale to be fixed. 
 
An advertisement detailing the proposal was advertised in the press on 5 September 
2020 and provided that any person wishing to make representations on the proposal 
must do so in writing no later than 5 October 2020.  The advertised proposal was 
appended to the report.  
 
The Board was advised that, in response to the advertisement, no further 
representations had been received. The Board was therefore required to fix a taxi fare 
scale for Renfrewshire, and in terms of Section 17 of the Civic Government (Scotland) 
Act 1982, to determine a date for the scale to come into effect. It was recommended 
that the scale comes into effect on 14 December 2020, as previously proposed by the 
Board. 
 
DECIDED: 
   
(a) That a new fares scale for Renfrewshire, in accordance with the advertised scale, 
be approved; 
  
(b) That it be approved that this fares scale shall come into effect on 14 December 
2020;  
 
(c) That thereafter officers be authorised to give notice to (i) all operators of taxis 
operating in Renfrewshire and (ii) the persons and organisations appearing to the Board 
to be representative of the operators of taxis operating within Renfrewshire, being the 
parties initially consulted, of the fares scale fixed and its effect, the date on which it is to 
come into effect and the rights of appeal against the scale, all as set out in Section 17 
of the Act, as amended; and 
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(d) That officers be authorised to publish the fares scale, as soon as practicable 
following expiry of the period for appeal to the Traffic Commissioner, or, if appealed, as 
soon as practicable after determination of the appeal, by giving notice of the scales in 
an advertisement in a newspaper circulating in Renfrewshire and to specify therein that 
the scales shall come into effect on 14 December 2020, all in terms of Section 18A of 
the Act. 
 

 

 Sederunt 

Councillor Devine joined the meeting prior to consideration of the following item of 
business. 
 

 

3 Grant of Late Hours Catering Licences 

There were submitted the undernoted applications for grant of Late Hours Catering 
Licences:-  
 
(a) Applicant: Select Service Partner UK Limited 
Premises: M&S Simply Food, Terminal 1, Glasgow Airport 
Activity: food, groceries and beverages 
Operating hours: 7 days per week from 11.00 pm to 5.00 am during April to October  
 
The Convener proposed that the application be granted for a period of one year and 
that the applicant be allowed to be an exception to the Board’s policy on trading 
hours.  This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period of one year and that the 
applicant be allowed to be an exception to the Board’s policy on trading hours. 
 
(b) Applicant: Krispy Kreme UK Limited 
Premises: Departures, Glasgow Airport 
Activity: doughnuts and drinks 
Operating hours: 7 days per week from 4.00 am to 5.00 am 
 
The Convener proposed that the application be granted for a period of one year and 
that the applicant be allowed to be an exception to the Board’s policy on trading 
hours.  This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period of one year and that the 
applicant be allowed to be an exception to the Board’s policy on trading hours. 
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4 Renewal of Late Hours Catering Licences 

There were submitted the undernoted applications for renewal of Late Hours Catering 
Licences:- 
 
(a) Applicant: Wm Morrison Supermarkets PLC 
Premises: Petrol Filling Station, 30 Napier Street, Johnstone 
Activity: convenience store 
Operating hours: 7 days per week from 11.00 pm to 5.00 am 
Licence No.: LHC 099  
 
The Convener proposed that the application be granted for a period of two years and 
that the applicant continue to be allowed to be an exception to the Board’s policy on 
trading hours. This was agreed unanimously. 

DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period of two years and that the 
applicant continue to be allowed to be an exception to the Board’s policy on trading 
hours. 

 
(b) Applicant: Wm Morrison Supermarkets PLC 
Premises: Petrol Filling Station, 16 Thread Street, Paisley 
Activity: convenience store 
Operating hours: 7 days per week from 11.00 pm to 5.00 am 
Licence No.: LHC 101  
 
The Convener proposed that the application be granted for a period of two years and 
that the applicant continue to be allowed to be an exception to the Board’s policy on 
trading hours. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period of two years and that the 
applicant continue to be allowed to be an exception to the Board’s policy on trading 
hours. 
 

 

5 Variation of Private Hire Car Operator's Licence 

There was submitted the undernoted application for variation of a Private Hire Car 
Operator’s Licence:- 

Applicant: Andrew Hackett 
Variation: to carry eight passengers 
Licence No.: PH0758 
 
The Convener proposed that the policy which stated that “the MPV shall carry a 
maximum of 7 passengers” be not applied to Mr Hackett’s Private Hire Car Operator’s 
Licence and that the vehicle be licensed to carry 8 passengers. This was agreed 
unanimously.         
    
DECIDED: That the policy which stated that “the MPV shall carry a maximum of 7 
passengers” be not applied to Mr Hackett’s Private Hire Car Operator’s Licence and 
that the vehicle be licensed to carry 8 passengers. 
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6 Renewal of Street Traders' Licences 

There were submitted the undernoted applications for renewal of Street Traders’ 
Licences:- 
 
(a) Applicant: Kelly McDowall 
Authorised goods: hot and cold food, beverages and milk 
Trading from: Huntly Road and Watt Road, Hillington and Maxwell Street, Paisley 
Operating hours: Huntly Road and Watt Road, Hillington – Monday to Friday from 6.00 
am to 2.00 pm and Maxwell Street, Paisley – Monday to Sunday from 9.00 pm to 4.00 
am 
Licence No.: ST089 
 
The Convener proposed that consideration of the application be continued and that the 
applicant be invited to the meeting of this Board scheduled to be held on 20 January 
2021. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That consideration of the application be continued and that the applicant be 
invited to the meeting of this Board scheduled to be held on 20 January 2021. 
 
(b) Applicant: Tracy Donaldson 
Authorised goods: hot and cold food, beverages and milk 
Trading from: Huntly Road and Watt Road, Hillington and Maxwell Street, Paisley 
Operating hours: Huntly Road and Watt Road, Hillington – Monday to Friday from 6.00 
am to 2.00 pm and Maxwell Street, Paisley – Monday to Sunday from 9.00 pm to 4.00 
am 
Licence No.: ST003 
 
The Convener proposed that consideration of the application be continued and that the 
applicant be invited to the meeting of this Board scheduled to be held on 20 January 
2021. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That consideration of the application be continued and that the applicant be 
invited to the meeting of this Board scheduled to be held on 20 January 2021. 
 

 

7 Surrender and Re-issue of Taxi Operator's Licence 

There was submitted the undernoted application for the surrender and re-issue of a Taxi 
Operator’s Licence:- 
 
Present operator: James Kilgour 
Proposed operator: Crawford Dick 
Licence No.: TX023 
 
The Convener proposed that the application be granted. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted. 
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8 Variation of Taxi Operators' Licences - Personal Appearances 

There were submitted the undernoted applications for variation of Taxi Operators’ 
Licences. The applicants had been asked to appear personally for the first time:- 
 
(i) Applicant: Allan Hill 
Variation: exception to standard condition 22 
Licence No.: TX021 
 
Mr McConnachie, representing Mr Hill, the applicant, joined the meeting by telephone 
call. After consideration of all matters before the Board, the Board adjourned to allow 
members to consider the application. The meeting was reconvened and the Convener 
proposed that Mr Hill’s application for variation be granted and that standard condition 
22 of his licence be amended to enable Mr Hill to operate his present vehicle NK62 
EWN until the date it would be nine years old from first registration, this date being 3 
December 2021. This was agreed unanimously.  
 
DECIDED: That Mr Hill’s application for variation be granted and that standard condition 
22 of his licence be amended to enable Mr Hill to operate his present vehicle NK62 
EWN until the date it would be nine years old from first registration, this date being 3 
December 2021. 
 
(ii) Applicant: Andrew McCallum 
Variation: exception to standard condition 22 
Licence No.: TX212C 
 
Mr McCallum, the applicant, joined the meeting by telephone call. After consideration of 
all matters before the Board, the Board adjourned to allow members to consider the 
application. The meeting was reconvened and the Convener proposed (i) that Mr 
McCallum’s application for variation be granted and that standard condition 22 of his 
licence be amended to enable Mr McCallum to operate his present vehicle YN62 DBV 
until the date it would be nine years old from first registration, this being 24 January 
2022; and (ii) that standard condition 22 be further amended in that Mr McCallum’s 
present vehicle be subject to three-monthly inspections. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED:  
 
(a) That Mr McCallum’s application for variation be granted and that standard condition 
22 of his licence be amended to enable Mr McCallum to operate his present vehicle 
YN62 DBV until the date it would be nine years old from first registration, this date being 
24 January 2022; and  
 
(b) That standard condition 22 of his licence be further amended in that Mr McCallum’s 
present vehicle be subject to three-monthly inspections. 
 
(iii) Applicant: Mark Stevenson 
Variation: exception to standard condition 22 
Licence No.: TX203 
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Mr Stevenson, the applicant, joined the meeting by telephone call. After consideration 
of all matters before the Board, the Convener proposed (i) that Mr Stevenson’s 
application for variation be granted and that standard condition 22 of his licence be 
amended to enable Mr Stevenson to operate his present vehicle SF62 GUE until the 
date it would be nine years old from first registration, this being 15 October 2021; and 
(ii) that standard condition 22 be further amended in that Mr Stevenson’s present vehicle 
be subject to three-monthly inspections. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED:  
 
(a) That Mr Stevenson’s application for variation be granted and that standard condition 
22 of his licence be amended to enable Mr Stevenson to operate his present vehicle 
SF62 GUE until the date it would be nine years old from first registration, this date being 
15 October 2021; and  
 
(b) That standard condition 22 of his licence be further amended in that Mr Stevenson’s 
present vehicle be subject to three-monthly inspections. 
 

 

 Declaration of Interest 

Prior to consideration of the following item of business, Councillor Hughes declared a 
non-financial interest in the following item of business as the applicant was known to 
her, left the meeting and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon. 
 

 

 Order of Business 

In relation to items 9 and 10 below, the Convener proposed that both applications be 
considered together and that separate decisions be made. This was agreed 
unanimously. 
 

 

9 Surrender and Re-issue of Taxi Operator's Licence - Personal 
Appearance 

Under reference to item 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Board held on 17 
September 2020, consideration was resumed of the undernoted application for the 
surrender and re-issue of a Taxi Operator’s Licence. The applicants had been asked to 
appear personally for the second time:- 
 
Present operator: Anthony Stewart 
Proposed operator: James Lappin 
Licence no.: TX037 
 

 

10 Renewal of Taxi Operator's Licence - Personal Appearance 

Under reference to item 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Board held on 17 
September 2020, consideration was resumed of the undernoted application for renewal 
of a Taxi Operator’s Licence. The applicant had been asked to appear personally for 
the second time:- 
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Anthony Stewart TX037 

Mr Stewart and Mr Lappin, the applicants, both joined the meeting by telephone call. 
The Convener advised that both applications would be considered together and that 
separate decisions would be made. Mr Stewart and Mr Lappin agreed to this. 

After consideration of all matters before the Board, the Convener proposed (i) that the 
application for surrender and re-issue of the Taxi Operator’s Licence be granted subject 
to the additional condition that Mr Lappin license a vehicle which met the Council’s 
policy in relation to specification and age within a period of three months; and (ii) that 
the application for renewal of the Taxi Operator’s Licence be granted for a period of two 
years subject to the additional condition that Mr Lappin license a vehicle which met the 
Council’s policy in relation to specification and age within a period of three months. This 
was agreed unanimously. Mr Lappin also agreed to this. 

DECIDED:  
 
(a) That the application for surrender and re-issue of the Taxi Operator’s Licence be 
granted subject to the additional condition that Mr Lappin license a vehicle which met 
the Council’s policy in relation to specification and age within a period of three months; 
and 

(b) That the application for renewal of the Taxi Operator’s Licence be granted for a 
period of two years subject to the additional condition that Mr Lappin license a vehicle 
which met the Council’s policy in relation to specification and age within a period of three 
months.  
 

 

 Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 11.45 am and reconvened at 11.55 am. 
 

 

 Sederunt 

Councillor Montgomery was not in attendance when the meeting reconvened. 
 
Councillor Hughes re-joined the meeting prior to consideration of the following item of 
business. 
 

 

11 Grant of Private Hire Car Drivers' Licences - Personal Appearances 

There were submitted the undernoted applications for grant of Private Hire Car Drivers’ 
Licences. The applicants had been asked to appear personally for the 
first time. 
 
(a) Ikponwosa Aghahowa 
 
Mr Aghahowa, the applicant, joined the meeting by telephone call. After consideration 
of all matters before the Board, the Convener proposed that the application be granted 
for a period of one year. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period of one year. 
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 Sederunt 

Councillor McEwan left the meeting before consideration of the following item of 
business. 
 
 
(b) Muhammad Hasnain 
 
Mr Hasnain, the applicant, joined the meeting by video call. After consideration of all 
matters before the Board, the Convener proposed that the application be granted for a 
period of one year. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period of one year. 
 

 

12 Surrender and Re-issue of Taxi Operators' Licences 

There were submitted the undernoted applications for the surrender and re-issue 
of  Taxi Operators’ Licences: - 
 
(a) Present operator: Duncan Colville 
Proposed operator: Dermot Curran 
Licence No.: TX178 
 
The Convener proposed that the application be granted. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted. 
 
(b) Present operator: John McIntyre 
Proposed operator: Stuart McCulloch 
Licence No.: TX144 
 
The Convener proposed that the application be granted. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted. 
 

 

 Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 12.15 pm and reconvened at 12.25 pm. 
 

 

13 Grant of Private Hire Car Driver's Licence - Personal Appearance 

There was submit the undernoted application for grant of a Private Hire Car Driver’s 
Licence. The applicant had been asked to appear personally for the first time together 
with Police Scotland who had submitted a representation received outwith the statutory 
timescale to the application:- 
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Liam Sheehan 
 
Mr Sheehan, the applicant, was not in attendance, having previously indicated that he 
wished his application to be determined by way of a written submission.   Inspector Hay, 
on behalf of the Chief Constable who had submitted a representation received outwith 
the statutory timescale to the application, joined the meeting by video call.  

On hearing the reasons for the representation being received outwith the statutory 
timescale it was decided that the representation be taken into account when the 
application was being considered. 

After consideration of all matters before the Board, the Convener proposed that the 
application be granted for a period of one year. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period of one year. 
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Minute of Meeting 
Education and Children's Services Policy Board 
 

Date Time Venue 

Thursday, 29 October 2020 13:00 Teams Meeting,  
 

Present 

Councillor Derek Bibby, Ms Mary Jane Bird, Provost Lorraine Cameron, Councillor 
Carolann Davidson, Councillor Natalie Don, Councillor Edward Grady, Councillor Neill 
Graham, Councillor Lisa-Marie Hughes, Councillor Karen Kennedy, Councillor Scott Kerr, 
Councillor John McNaughtan, Councillor Will Mylet, Mr Jack Nellaney, Councillor Iain 
Nicolson, Councillor Jim Paterson, Councillor Emma Rodden, Councillor John Shaw, Mr 
Ravinder Singh, Councillor Jane Strang 
  

Chair 

Councillor Paterson, Convener, presided. 
 

 

In Attednance 

S Quinn, Director of Children’s Services; J Calder, Head of Service (Curriculum and 
Quality), G McKinlay, Head of Schools and J Trainer, Head of Childcare & Criminal 
Justice (all Children’s Services); G McLachlan, Senior Finance Manager, M Conaghan, 
Legal & Democratic Services Manager, L Belshaw, Democratic Services Manager, R 
Devine, Senior Committee Services Officer and T Slater, Senior Committee Services 
Officer (all Finance & Resources); and C Orr, Senior Communications Officer (Chief 
Executive’s). 
 

 

Recording of Meeting 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Convener intimated that this meeting of 
the Board would be recorded and that the recording would be available to watch on the 
Council's website. 
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 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest intimated prior to the commencement of the 
meeting. 
 

 

1 Revenue and Capital Budget Monitoring Report 

There was submitted a joint Revenue and Capital Budget Monitoring report by the 
Directors of Finance & Resources and Children's Services for the Service to 18 
September 2020. 
 
DECIDED: 
 
(a)  That the projected Revenue outturn position for Children’s Services, detailed in Table 
1 of the report be noted; that it be noted that the further forecast position was based on 
best estimates and confirmed government support at this point in time; that it be noted 
that forecasts were likely to be subject to considerable fluctuation as the full service 
implications and associated cost of the pandemic became clear; and that it be noted that 
the service would continue to mitigate, as far as possible, any overspend and would apply 
the flexibility within specific grant funding permitted by the Scottish Government in order 
to achieve a breakeven revenue outturn position; 
 
(b)  That the projected Capital outturn position for Children’s Services, detailed in Table 
2 of the report, be noted; and 
 
(c)  That the budget adjustments, detailed in sections 4 and 6 of the report, be noted. 
 

 

2 Service Update 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Children’s Services providing a service 
update on key areas within the Policy Board’s remit. 
 
The report outlined the priorities through to spring 2021, highlighting key areas of focus 
and plans for the next steps to support the Council’s recovery plans.  Appended to the 
report was a performance update, covering all performance indicators and actions within 
the Service Improvement Plan 2019/20, for the period to 31 March 2020. 
 
The report advised that the Children’s Services’ Service Improvement Plan for 2020-2023 
had been approved by this Policy Board prior to lockdown at its meeting on 12 March 
2020.  However, the majority of actions and activities did not proceed or were not 
undertaken in the same way due to Covid-19.  It was noted that work was underway to 
develop the Service Plans for 2021/22, which had a strong focus on recovery and renewal 
rather that solely improvement. 
 
The report also provided a broad overview of the key service areas which continued to 
be impacted by the Covid-19 crisis. 
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DECIDED: 
 
(a)  That the report be noted; and 
 
(b)  That the performance information for 2019/20, as appended to the report, be noted. 
 

 

3 Early Learning and Childcare Entitlement - 1140 Expansion Update 

Under reference to Item 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Policy Board held on 12 
March 2020, there was submitted a report by the Director of Children’s Services providing 
an update on the progress of the 1140 expansion in early learning and childcare. 
 
The report advised that the Scottish Government had announced that, due to the Covid-
19 pandemic, the statutory duty to deliver 1140 hours of early learning and childcare by 
August 2020, had been removed, with no date set for this being reinstated. 
 
The report highlighted that currently, 88% of eligible children in Renfrewshire had been 
allocated an 1140 hours placement, with the remaining 12% being in receipt of at least 
600 hours of early learning and childcare.  Information was provided on the progress of 
the planned infrastructure developments to support the expansion within Renfrewshire, 
which included 16 refurbishments, six extensions and four new builds.  Prior to the Covid-
19 pandemic, nine of those projects had been completed and a revised timeline had been 
outlined for those projects still to be completed.  It was confirmed that, as the 
infrastructure programme progressed, more children would be allocated an 1140 hours 
placement. 
 
The report also advised that securing the required workforce to support the 1140 hours 
expansion continued to be a key priority and a number of recruitment exercises, voluntary 
contractual changes for existing employees and a programme to ‘grow our own’ staff had 
enabled the Council to make positive progress.  The Council had secured approximately 
90% of the required workforce. 
 
DECIDED: 
 
(a)  That the current position in implementing the 1140 hours expansion of early learning 
and childcare, as outlined in section 4.1 of the report, be noted; and 
 
(b)  That the revised timeline for the infrastructure programme, which was delayed due 
to Covid-19, as detailed in section 4.3 of the report, be noted. 
 

 

4 Naming of New Early Learning and Childcare Centres in Dargavel 
Village in Bishopton, Kirklandneuk in Renfrew and Lochfield in Paisley 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Children’s Services relative to the naming 
of new early learning and childcare centres in Dargavel Village in Bishopton, 
Kirklandneuk in Renfrew and Lochfield in Paisley. 
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The report advised of the results of an online survey, which had been undertaken 
between 11 March and 5 April 2020 providing parents from the areas noted above with 
the opportunity to consider the names of the new centres.  The names selected for the 
new early learning and childcare centres were Dargavel Early Learning and Childcare 
Centre, Kirklandneuk Early Learning and Childcare Centre and Lochfield Early Learning 
and Childcare Centre. 
 
DECIDED:  That Dargavel Early Learning and Childcare Centre, Kirklandneuk Early 
Learning and Childcare Centre and Lochfield Early Learning and Childcare Centre be 
approved as the names of the new early learning and childcare centres. 
 

 

5 Inspection of St James' Primary School, Renfrew 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Children’s Services relative to the 
inspection, by Education Scotland, of St James’ Primary School, Renfrew. 
 
The report intimated that the purpose of the inspection was to evaluate the quality of 
education, focussing on two quality indicators: learning, teaching and assessment; and 
raising attainment and achievement.  The outcome of the inspection had been positive, 
with evaluations of ‘good’ for both learning teaching and assessment and raising 
attainment and achievement.  The letter to parents, appended to the report, identified four 
key areas of strength and three areas for improvement.  Children’s Services would 
continue to monitor the improvement in the school and the inspection report would be 
used by the school and Service to support and develop the quality of educational 
provision. 
 
DECIDED:  That the key strengths and areas for improvement in the Education Scotland 
report on St James’ Primary School be noted. 
 

 

6 Inspection of Gryffe High School, Houston 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Children’s Services relative to the 
inspection, by Education Scotland, of Gryffe High School, Houston. 
 
The report intimated that the purpose of the inspection was to evaluate the quality of 
education, focussing on two quality indicators: learning, teaching and assessment; and 
raising attainment and achievement.  The outcome of the inspection had been extremely 
positive, with an evaluation of ‘very good’ for learning teaching and assessment and 
‘excellent’ for raising attainment and achievement.  The letter to parents, appended to the 
report, identified four key areas of strength and one area for improvement.  Children’s 
Services would continue to monitor the improvement in the school and the inspection 
report would be used by the school and Service to support and develop the quality of 
educational provision. 
 
DECIDED:  That the key strengths and area for improvement in the Education Scotland 
report on Gryffe High School be noted. 
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7 Education Standards & Quality Report September 2020 and Education 
Improvement Plan 2020/21 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Children’s Services relative to the 
development of Renfrewshire’s Education Standards & Quality Report for September 
2020 and Education Improvement Plan 2020/21, copies of which were appended to the 
report. 
 
Both the Report and Plan aligned to the National Improvement Framework (NIF) for 
Scottish Education.  Self-evaluation information and a wide range of data had been used 
to report on the progress and impact of improvement priorities during session 2019/20 
and to identify priorities for recovery and improvement for the period 2020/21. 
 
The report highlighted that school closures from 23 March 2020 until 26 June 2020 
resulted in progress being hindered in some priority areas.  However, despite these 
challenges, significant progress had been made prior to lockdown, as outlined in the 
Standards and Quality Report and some areas for improvement had been carried over to 
the new Education Improvement Plan to ensure that Children’s Services would build back 
better. 
 
The Plan contained four improvement priorities which were to: develop high quality 
learning and teaching that led to improved levels of attainment and achievement in all 
establishments; reduce inequalities and deliver improved health and wellbeing outcomes 
for children; develop high quality leadership to promote empowerment at all levels; and 
improve employability skills and support all of our young people to enter positive and 
sustained destinations. 
 
DECIDED:  That the report be noted. 
 

 

8 West Partnership Improvement Collaborative: Improvement Plan 2020-
2023 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Children’s Services relative to the West 
Partnership Improvement Collaborative Improvement Plan 2020-2023, which was 
appended to the report. 
 
The report advised that the West Partnership Regional Improvement Collaborative (RIC) 
was made up of eight local authorities, which included East Dunbartonshire, East 
Renfrewshire, Glasgow City, Inverclyde, North Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire, South 
Lanarkshire and West Dunbartonshire and the Improvement Plan 2020-2023 continued 
to set out the West Partnership’s driving vision for Equity, Excellence and Empowerment 
across all partner authorities.  In addition, the Plan took due account of the recent and 
ongoing challenges resulting from Covid-19 and threaded throughout the Plan was a 
clear commitment towards support and recovery. 
 
The report further advised that the Plan, which was organised under three key areas of 
Collaborative Learning Networks; Curriculum, Learning and Teaching; and Leadership, 
Empowerment and Improvement, with a further workstream of Evaluation and Reporting, 
had been submitted to Education Scotland and the Scottish Government. 
 
DECIDED:  That the report be noted. 
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9 West Partnership Improvement Collaborative: Evaluation Report 2019-
2020 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Children’s Services relative to the West 
Partnership Improvement Collaborative Evaluation Report 2019/2020, appended to the 
report. 
 
The report advised that the Evaluation Report was considered and endorsed by the 
Glasgow City Region Education Committee on 8 September 2020, with a 
recommendation that each council area consider the report through its own governance 
arrangements. 
 
DECIDED:  That the report be noted. 
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Minute of Meeting 
Infrastructure, Land and Environment Policy Board 
 

Date Time Venue 

Wednesday, 04 November 
2020 

13:00 Microsoft Teams Platform,  

 

Present 

Councillor Jennifer Marion Adam-McGregor, Councillor Stephen Burns, Councillor 
Jacqueline Cameron, Councillor Michelle Campbell, Councillor Eddie Devine, Councillor 
Audrey Doig, Councillor Natalie Don, Councillor Neill Graham, Councillor John Hood, 
Councillor Karen Kennedy, Councillor Scott Kerr, Councillor James MacLaren, Councillor 
Cathy McEwan, Councillor Will Mylet 
  

 

 
 Chairperson 

Councillor McEwan, Convener, presided. 
 

 

 In Attendance 

G McNeil, Director of Environment & Infrastructure; G Crawford, Senior 
Communications Officer (Chief Executive’s); F Carlin, Head of Housing & Planning 
Services, O Reid, Head of Communities & Public Protection and C Dalrymple, 
Communities & Regulatory Manager (all Communities, Housing & Planning Services); 
G Hutton, Head of Operations & Infrastructure, K Anderson, Amenity Services Manager 
- Waste, G Hannah, Strategic Change Manager, D Kerr, Service Co-ordination Manager 
and L Rennie, Operations Manager (all Environment & Infrastructure); and J Lynch, 
Head of Property Services, M Conaghan , Legal & Democratic Services Manager, G 
Dickie, Partnering & Commissioning Manager, D Head and D Pole, End User 
Technicians, F Hughes, Asset Manager and R Devine and T Slater, both Senior 
Committee Services Officers (all Finance & Resources).  
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 Recording of Meeting 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Convener intimated that this meeting of 
the Board would be recorded and that the recording would be available to view on the 
Council's website. 
 

 

 Apology 

Councillor Davidson. 
 

 

 Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Cameron declared an interest in item 3 of the agenda – Environment & 
Infrastructure Health, Safety & Wellbeing Plan 2020/21 – as she was a Board member 
of Public Health Scotland and indicated that she would remain in the meeting but take 
no part in the discussion or voting thereon. 
 

 

1 Revenue and Capital Budget Monitoring Report 

There was submitted a joint Revenue and Capital Budget Monitoring report by the 
Directors of Finance & Resources, Environment & Infrastructure and Communities, 
Housing & Planning Services for the period 1 April to 18 September 2020. 

The report stated that the projected revenue outturn as at 31 March 2021 for all services 
reporting to this Policy Board was an overspend position of £2.901 million against the 
revised budget for the year.  The projected capital outturn as at 31 March 2021 for 
projects reporting to the Board was a breakeven position against the revised budget for 
the year.  Summaries were provided over the relevant services in the tables within the 
report, together with further analysis.  It was noted that for financial year 2020/21 the 
projected outturn position was split into core and Covid-19 related variances. It was 
highlighted that budget adjustments, totalling £0.457 million, comprising an increase in 
the Vehicle Replacement Programme of £0.348 million, in respect of grant awarded in 
relation to electric vehicle charging infrastructure, and £0.109 million of updated cash-
flows resulting after the development of the investment in cemeteries programme 
resulting from the additional £0.400million approved at the meeting of the Council held 
on 9 March 2020, had been processed since the previous report.  
 
DECIDED:  
 
(a) That the projected Revenue outturn position as detailed in table 1 of the report be 
noted, acknowledging that the forecast position was based on best estimates and 
confirmed government support at this point in time, and that it be noted that forecasts 
were likely to be subject to considerable fluctuation as the full service implication and 
associated costs of the pandemic became clearer;  
 
(b) That the projected Capital outturn position, detailed in table 2 of the report, be noted; 
and  
 
(c) That the budget adjustments, detailed in section 5 of the report, be noted. 
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 Sederunt 

Councillor Devine joined the meeting during consideration of the following item of 
business. 
 

 

2 Service Update 

Under reference to Item 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Policy Board held on 26 
August 2020, there was submitted a further update report by the Director of Environment 
& Infrastructure relative to key service areas of activity, within this Policy Board's remit, 
providing details of priorities to Spring 2021 and highlighting key areas of focus and plan 
and plans to support the Council’s recovery plans.   
 
Appended to the report was a performance update, covering all performance indicators 
and actions within the Service Improvement Plan 2019/20, for the period to 31 March 
2020.  It was highlighted that the report would also be submitted to the meeting of the 
Finance, Resources & Customer Services Policy Board to be held on 11 November 
2020 in respect of those areas of service activities that were within that Policy Board’s 
remit. It was noted that an update report had also been submitted to the meeting of the 
Communities, Housing & Planning Policy Board, held on 27 October 2020, in relation to 
those elements of the Plan that were within that Policy Board’s remit.  
 
The report intimated that Service Improvement Plans for 2020/21 had been developed 
for all Council Services, with the Service Improvement Plan 2020/21 for Environment & 
Infrastructure Services being approved at the meeting of this Policy Board held on 18 
March 2020.  It was noted that the agreed actions and activities within that Plan had not 
proceeded following the national lockdown in March 2020 or were not being undertaken 
in the same way due to Covid-19.  In addition, it was noted that work was being 
progressed to develop Service Improvement Plans for 2021/22 in relation to all Council 
Services and that these Plans would have a strong focus on recovery and renewal 
rather than solely improvement. These Plans would also fully reflect the social, 
economic and financial recovery plans being progressed.  The report proposed that a 
period of free car parking in the car parks of Paisley Town Centre during the period 1 
December 2020 to 4 January 2021 be authorised, to support and encourage visitors to 
the Town Centre during the pandemic. 
 
DECIDED:  
 
(a) That the performance information for 2019/20, as appended to the report, be 
approved; 
 
(b) That a period of free car parking in the car parks of Paisley Town Centre during the 
period 1 December 2020 to 4 January 2021, to support and encourage visitors to the 
Town Centre during the pandemic, be approved; and 
 
(c) That otherwise the report be noted.  
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3 Environment & Infrastructure Health, Safety & Wellbeing Plan 2020/21 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environment & Infrastructure relative to 
the Environment & Infrastructure Health, Safety and Wellbeing Plan 2020/21.   
 
The report advised that the Council’s Health, Safety and Wellbeing Strategy 2019/22 
promoted a positive health and safety culture to ensure compliance with relevant health 
and safety legislation and supported the Council’s ‘A better future, A better council 
strategy’. Health, safety and wellbeing plans were important service documents which 
were reviewed and updated on an annual basis to ensure that there was sufficient focus 
on health and safety compliance and improvement activity. 
 
The report indicated that Environment & Infrastructure Services had reviewed its Health, 
Safety and Wellbeing Plan for 2020/21 and identified a range of actions that would be 
undertaken to support and improve health and safety compliance and performance. A 
copy of the Plan was attached as an appendix to the report and detailed performance 
during 2019/20, set out objectives for 2020/21 and identified a range of actions to 
support and improve health and safety compliance and performance. 
 
DECIDED:  
 
(a) That the Environment & Infrastructure Health and Safety report 2019/20 and the 
Action Plan 2020/21, attached as Appendix 1 of the report be approved in terms of the 
elements within the remit of this Board; and  
 
(b) That it be noted that the Health, Safety and Wellbeing Plan for Environment & 
Infrastructure Services would also being submitted to the Finance, Resources & 
Customer Services Policy Board in respect of those elements of the Plan within that 
Policy Board’s remit.  
 

 

4 Winter Maintenance Plan 2020/21 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environment & Infrastructure relative to 
the Winter Maintenance Plan 2020/21.  
 
The report detailed the Council’s winter maintenance preparations and arrangements 
for 2020/21 to ensure that Renfrewshire’s road network, footpaths and schools 
remained accessible during the winter period to support the economy and connect 
people with jobs, learning and social needs. A copy of the Winter Maintenance Plan 
2020/21, which detailed priorities attached to roads and footpaths, staff deployment and 
co-ordination procedures, the assessment criteria used for the location of grit bins and 
salt supply arrangements was appended to the report.   It was noted that as part of the 
Winter Maintenance Plan, a review of the Council’s winter maintenance activities had 
been undertaken, including the reciprocal arrangements in place between Renfrewshire 
Council and neighbouring authorities.  Recognising the potential impact that Covid-19 
might have on the Council’s workforce and on resilience, a mutual aid protocol, which 
recognised the importance of collaborative working and ensured that arrangements 
were in place for authorities to support each other during any periods whereby 
operational activities were impacted, had been agreed between the eight Glasgow City 
Region authorities.  
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DECIDED:  That the Winter Maintenance Plan 2020/21, as set out in Appendix 1 of 
the report, be approved. 

  

  

  
 

 

5 The Renfrewshire Council (Disabled Persons’ Parking Places) 
(Various Locations, Renfrewshire) Number Six Order 20*, Sustained 
Objections 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environment & Infrastructure relative to 
the proposed Renfrewshire Council (Disabled Persons’ Parking Places) (Various 
Locations, Renfrewshire) Number Six Order 20* and to the objections made following 
advertisement of the proposals which had not been withdrawn.  The report proposed 
that a TRO be approved to enable the Council to fulfil its duties in terms of the Disabled 
Persons’ Parking Places (Scotland) Act 2009 by making disabled driver’s parking bays 
enforceable.  Following advertisement of the proposed TRO, four objections had been 
received.   

  

Summaries of the TRO proposals, consultation responses and objections were 
provided. The report advised of the options available, in terms of the Local Authorities’ 
Traffic Orders (Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 1999 and the Council’s procedures, 
in relation to considering and determining the objections, namely (i) to consider the 
objections in fulfilment of the Council’s statutory obligations to give consideration to all 
objections made and not withdrawn or (ii) to appoint an independent Reporter to 
convene a hearing to consider the objections. It was proposed and agreed that the 
Policy Board consider the objections and that no Reporter be appointed on this 
occasion. Having considered the objections made and which had not been withdrawn it 
was proposed that the objections be noted and that the implementation of the Traffic 
Regulation Order as advertised be approved. 
 
 DECIDED: 
 
(a) That it be agreed that this Policy Board consider the sustained objections in relation 
to the Renfrewshire Council (Disabled Persons’ Parking Places) (Various Locations, 
Renfrewshire) Number Six Order 20*, in fulfilment of the Council’s statutory obligations 
to give consideration to all objections made and not withdrawn;  
 
(b) That an independent Reporter be not appointed on this occasion; and 
 
(c) That the objections be noted and that the Director of Environment & Infrastructure, 
in conjunction with the Convener of this Policy Board be authorised to make the Traffic 
Regulation Order.  
 

 

6 Traffic Regulation Order - School Parking Exclusion Zones 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Environment & Infrastructure relative to 
the proposed Renfrewshire Council (Renfrewshire, school streets) (part-time prohibition 
of motor vehicles) Experimental Order 2020, and to the objections made following 
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advertisement of the proposals which had not been withdrawn.  The report referred to 
the decisions taken at the meeting of the Council held on 28 February 2019 to commit 
£0.1 million of recurring revenue resources to continue to tackle the issue of 
irresponsible parking around schools in Renfrewshire and at the meeting of the 
Communities, Housing & Planning Policy Board held on 14 January 2020 to implement 
a pilot exercise, for nine months, of school parking exclusion zones at St Charles 
Primary School, Lochfield Primary School and St Catherine’s Primary School, Paisley 
and Barsail Primary School, Erskine.  It was highlighted that a TRO was required to 
change the restrictions on the roads around the four schools involved. 
 
Summaries of the TRO proposals, consultation responses and objections were 
provided. The report advised of the options available, in terms of the Local Authorities’ 
Traffic Orders (Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 1999 and the Council’s procedures, 
in relation to considering and determining the objections, namely (i) to consider the 
objections in fulfilment of the Council’s statutory obligations to give consideration to all 
objections made and not withdrawn or (ii) to appoint an independent Reporter to 
convene a hearing to consider the objections. It was proposed and agreed that the 
Policy Board consider the objections and that no Reporter be appointed on this 
occasion. Having considered the objections made and which had not been withdrawn it 
was proposed that the objections be noted and that the implementation of the Traffic 
Regulation Order as advertised be approved. 
 
DECIDED:  
 
(a) That it be agreed that this Policy Board consider the four sustained objections in 
relation to the Renfrewshire Council (Renfrewshire, school streets) (part-time prohibition 
of motor vehicles) Experimental Order 2020, in fulfilment of the Council’s statutory 
obligations to give consideration to all objections made and not withdrawn;  
 
(b) That an independent Reporter be not appointed on this occasion; and 

(c) That the objections be noted and that the Director of Environment & Infrastructure, 
in conjunction with the Convener of this Policy Board be authorised to make the Traffic 
Regulation Order. 
 

 

7 Paisley Town Hall - Licence to Occupy Agreement 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to the 
proposed extension of the existing licence to occupy agreement, with the United Free 
Church, in respect of the area of land adjacent to Paisley Town Hall, identified on plan 
E2992A, a copy of which was attached to the report.  
 
The report stated that the Council had previously obtained the consent of the Trustee(s) 
of the former Abbey Close (United Free) Church to use the land involved as a site 
compound when undertaking refurbishment contract works to Paisley Town Hall and a 
licence to occupy agreement had been entered into with a date of entry of 2 September 
2019.  Due to contractual issues and the implications of Covid-19, the need to extend 
the agreement had been identified with it anticipated that the agreement required to 
operate until 30 April 2023. As the Council currently maintained the site, the Trustee(s) 
of the United Free Church had provisionally confirmed their consent to the extension of 
the licence to occupy agreement subject to the Council meeting their reasonable 
professional and legal expenses. It was noted that there would be no licence fee 
charge.  
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DECIDED: That the Head of Corporate Governance be authorised to extend the existing 
licence to occupy agreement with the United Free Church on such terms and conditions 
as deemed necessary to protect the Council’s interest. 
 

 

8 Disposal of land adjacent to 42 Crosslee Park, Crosslee 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to the 
proposed disposal of an area of land, identified on a plan attached to the report, adjacent 
to 42 Crosslee Park, Crosslee. 
 
The report advised that the area of land involved extended to 23 sqm or thereby and 
was an area of open space, maintained by Environment and Infrastructure Services, 
held on the General Services Account.  The owner of the property at 42 Crosslee Park, 
Crosslee, which was adjacent, had expressed an interest in acquiring the land to extend 
their garden and an agreed purchase price had been reached, subject to the Board 
declaring the ground surplus. It was highlighted that the applicant would be obliged to 
obtain planning permission for any proposed change of use, if required; would be liable 
to meet the Council’s reasonable professional and legal expenses incurred in 
processing the transaction; and that the purchase price of the land would be at a level 
upon which delegated powers granted to the Head of Property Services for disposal 
purposes would be utilised.  
 
Confirmation had been received from the Director of Communities, Housing & Planning 
Services and the Director of Environment & Infrastructure that the area of land involved 
had no operational requirement and that they were not opposed to the land being 
declared surplus to requirements. It was highlighted that in the event the land was 
declared surplus to requirements the Head of Planning and Housing Services would 
publish an advert in the local press, in terms of the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1959, in respect of the proposed sale of an area of open space.  
 
DECIDED:   
 
(a) That the area of land located adjacent to 42 Crosslee Park, Crosslee and identified 
on the plan attached to the report, be declared as surplus to the Council’s requirements, 
with a view to its disposal to the adjacent owner;  
 
(b) That the sale to the adjoining proprietor of 42 Crosslee Park, Crosslee, on such 
terms and conditions as may be negotiated by the Head of Property Services, utilising 
delegated power, be authorised;  
  
(c) That the Head of Corporate Governance be authorised to conclude the sale 
incorporating into the bargain such terms and conditions as deemed necessary to  
protect the Council’s interest; and  
  
(d) That it be noted that the Head of Planning & Housing Services would publish an 
advert in the local press, in terms of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 
1959, in respect of the proposed sale of an area of open space.  
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9 Lease of the former Fathers Club, Blackstoun Road, Paisley 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to the 
proposed lease of the former Fathers Club property in Blackstoun Road, Paisley. 
 
The report advised that AS Homes (Scotland) Limited had been appointed as the 
contractor to construct 101 new Council houses as part of the Tannahill area housing 
investment strategy. The former Fathers Club property in Blackstoun Road, Paisley was 
located adjacent to the development site and it was proposed that the property be used 
by AS Homes (Scotland) Limited as a site office and the provision of welfare facilities in 
connection with the development. A short-term lease of the property had recently been 
concluded, using the delegated powers of the Head of Property Services, in order to 
enable the contractor to take entry.   It was noted that the development contract was 
expected to last approximately 86 weeks and a lease for this period would require Board 
approval.  Discussions had taken place with AS Homes (Scotland) Limited and the main 
terms and conditions of the lease, which were detailed in the report, had been agreed 
provisionally.  
 
DECIDED:  That the Head of Property Services and the Head of Corporate 
Governance be authorised to conclude a lease of the former Fathers Club property in 
Blackstoun Road, Paisley, identified on a plan attached to the report, on the terms and 
conditions contained within the report. 
 

 

10 Proposed declaration of former smallholding at 28 Parkmains, 
Erskine as surplus to requirements 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to the 
proposed declaration of the former smallholding, along with the adjacent walled garden, 
at 28 Parkmains, Erskine as surplus to operational requirements and to the marketing 
for sale of the buildings and site. 
 
The report stated that the former smallholding at 28 Parkmains, Erskine, along with the 
adjacent walled garden, measuring an area of approximately 0.4 hectares, was one of 
a number acquired by the General Services Account when the town of Erskine was 
formed. The former Renfrew District Council had determined that the smallholding be 
transferred to the then Housing Committee, in respect of day-to-day management with 
the surrounding land retained on the General Services Account for future development.  
 
The former smallholding had been occupied until January 2018, when the sitting tenant 
had been decanted, while external and internal repairs were being considered to ensure 
the property met Scottish Housing Quality standards.  In April 2019 the sitting tenant 
decided to relinquish their secure tenancy in respect of the property, choosing to remain 
at the decanted property. Officers considered the cost to bring the smallholding up to 
the required standards was prohibitive.  The property was vacant and located adjacent 
to a potential small development site and it was the view that an opportunity existed for 
the site at 28 Parkmains, Erskine to be combined with the adjacent ground to offer a 
small development opportunity.  
 
In the event the buildings and site were declared surplus to requirements by this Board 
appropriate arrangements would be made to market the property for sale.  
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DECIDED:   
 
(a) That the buildings and site, identified in plan E3089, appended to the report, be 
declared surplus to the Council’s operational requirements; and   
 
(b) That the Head of Property Services be authorised to market the property as available 
for sale on the open market.  
 

 

11 Lease of 43-45 and 65-71 George Street, Paisley 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to the 
proposed lease of premises at 43-45 and 65-71 George Street, Paisley. 
 
The report advised that the Leadership Board, at the meeting held on 5 December 2018, 
had approved a new Invest in Renfrewshire initiative which targeted businesses looking 
to make their first step into commercial premises. Vacant council-owned retail units had 
been identified at George Street, Paisley for conversion to low-cost, good quality 
workspaces which would be operated by a third-sector partner, Launch-It, who had 
proven experience in delivering similar initiatives.  The benefits to participating 
businesses were detailed. 
 
Significant refurbishment and upgrade works have been undertaken by the Council at 
43-45 and 65-71 George Street, Paisley, identified on a location plan attached to the 
report,  to facilitate the proposal with the funding for the project allocated from existing 
Invest in Renfrewshire/Economic Development budgets, the Town Centre Fund and 
ongoing revenue costs from the charity Launch-It.  

A short-term lease of the property had recently been concluded, using the delegated 
powers of the Head of Property Services, in order to enable Launch-It to take entry of 
the properties however a longer-term lease was desirable in view of the investment 
already incurred. Discussions had taken place with Launch-It and it was noted that the 
main terms and conditions of the lease, which were detailed in the report, had been 
agreed provisionally.  
  
DECIDED:  That the Head of Property Services and the Head of Corporate 
Governance be authorised to conclude a lease of 43-45 and 65-71 George Street, 
Paisley on the terms and conditions contained within the report. 
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Minute of Meeting 
Regulatory Functions Board 
 

Date Time Venue 

Thursday, 12 November 
2020 

10:00 Remotely by MS Teams ,  

 

Present 

Councillor Eddie Devine, Councillor Audrey Doig, Councillor Alistair Mackay, Councillor 
Cathy McEwan, Councillor John McNaughtan, Councillor Kevin Montgomery, Councillor 
Andy Steel, Councillor Jane Strang 
  

Chair 

Councillor McNaughtan, Convener, presided. 
 

 

In Attendance 

D Campbell, Assistant Managing Solicitor (Licensing), A McLaughlin, Senior Solicitor 
(Litigation and Regulatory Services), E Currie, Senior Committee Services Officer,  P 
Shiach, Committee Services Officer, J Barron, Assistant Committee Services Officer, A 
Easdon, Team Leader (Licensing) (for items 1 to 8(b) only), N Barr, Administrative 
Assistant (for items 1 to 7 only), G McIntosh, Civic Government Enforcement Officer (for 
items 1 to 7 only), K Marriott, Administrative Assistant and E Graham, Administrative 
Assistant (all Finance & Resources). 
 

 

Recording of Meeting 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Convener intimated that this meeting of 
the Board would be recorded and that the recording would be available to watch on the 
Council's website. 
 

 

Apologies 

Councillor Hughes and Councillor Rodden. 
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 Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Devine declared a non-financial interest in item 8(b) of the agenda as the 
applicant was known to him and indicated his intention to leave the meeting during 
consideration of this item and not to take part in any discussion or voting thereon. 
 

 

 Order of Business 

In terms of Standing Order 16, the Convener intimated that he proposed to alter the order 
of business to facilitate the conduct of the meeting by considering item 3 of the agenda 
before item 2 of the agenda; item 4(c) of the agenda after item 4(a) of the agenda; and 
items 8(c) and 8(d) of the agenda after item 8(a) of the agenda. 
 

 

1 Grant of Private Hire Car Operator's Licence - Personal Appearance 

There was submitted the undernoted application for grant of a Private Hire Car Operator’s 
Licence.  The applicant had been asked to appear personally for the first time:- 
 
Evangelos Chasouras 
 
There was no appearance by or on behalf of Mr Chasouras.  The Convener proposed 
that the application be considered in Mr Chasouras’s absence. This was agreed 
unanimously. After consideration of all matters before the Board, the Convener proposed 
that the application be refused.  This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be refused. 
 

 

2 Management of Offenders (Scotland) Act 2019 

There was submitted a report the by Director of Finance & Resources relative to the 
Management of Offenders (Scotland) Act 2019. 
 
The report intimated that the provisions contained in Part 2 of the Management of 
Offenders (Scotland) Act 2019 would come into force on 30 November 2020. These 
provisions altered the current rules in relation to when convictions no longer required to 
be disclosed as set out in the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974. 
 
The Policy Memorandum published when the new legislation was introduced set out that 
the consequences of a person having to disclose convictions for long periods of time 
could have an ongoing impact on matters such as their employment.  The Act sought to 
achieve a balance between the interests of people not having to disclose their previous 
offending and the rights of the public to be protected. 
 
The report detailed the impact upon the various type of application that came before the 
Board, the main change being that many convictions would become spent at an earlier 
date and would no longer require to be disclosed to the Board.  A table detailing the new 
disclosure period was appended to the report. 
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It was noted that the special rules contained in the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 
(Exclusions and Exceptions) (Scotland) Order 2013 for taxi and private hire car drivers 
and landlords would remain in place.  The Board would continue to have the power to 
consider spent/protected convictions in appropriate cases. 
 
DECIDED: That the terms of the report be noted. 
 

 

3 Renewal of Private Hire Car Operator's Licence - Personal Appearance 

There was submitted the undernoted application for renewal of a Private Hire Car 
Operator’s Licence. The applicant had been asked to appear personally for the first time:- 
 
Rajeev Kumar PH0784 
 
Mr Kumar, the applicant, joined the meeting by telephone call.  After consideration of all 
matters before the Board, the Convener proposed (i) that Mr Kumar’s application be 
granted for a period of two years and that standard condition 1 of his licence be amended 
to enable Mr Kumar to operate his present vehicle for a further six months, until 12 May 
2021; and (ii) that standard condition 1 be further amended in that Mr Kumar’s present 
vehicle be subject to three-monthly inspections from the date it would be seven years old 
from first registration. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED:  
 
(a) That Mr Kumar’s application be granted for a period of two years and that standard 
condition 1 of his licence be amended to enable Mr Kumar to operate his present vehicle 
for a further six months, until 12 May 2021; and  
 
(b) That standard condition 1 of his licence be further amended in that Mr Kumar’s present 
vehicle be subject to three-monthly inspections from the date it would be seven years old 
from first registration. 
 

 

 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

The Board resolved that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of the following items of business as it was likely, in view of the nature of 
the business to be transacted that if members of the press and public were present there 
would be disclosure to them of exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of part I of 
schedule 7A of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973. 
 

 

4 Applications for Exemption from Driver's Duties under Section 165 of 
the Equality Act 2010 - Personal Appearances 

There were submitted the undernoted applications for exemption from driver’s duties 
under Section 165 of the Equality Act 2010. The applicants had been asked to appear 
personally for the first time:       
 
(a) Iain Urquhart T2489 
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Mr Urquhart, the applicant, was not in attendance, having previously indicated that he 
wished his application to be determined by way of a written submission.  After 
consideration of all matters before the Board, the Convener proposed that the application 
be granted for the duration of Mr Urquhart’s current Taxi Driver’s Licence. This was 
agreed unanimously.  

 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for the duration of Mr Urquhart’s current Taxi 
Driver’s Licence. 
 
(b) Christopher McMillan T2209 
 
Mr McMillan, the applicant, was not in attendance, having previously indicated that he 
wished his application to be determined by way of a written submission.  After 
consideration of all matters before the Board, the Convener proposed that the application 
be granted for the duration of Mr McMillan’s current Taxi Driver’s Licence. This was 
agreed unanimously.  
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for the duration of Mr McMillan’s current Taxi 
Driver’s Licence. 
 

 

 Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 10.35 am and reconvened at 11.10 am. 
 
 
(c) James Tiffoney T0171 
 
Mr Tiffoney, the applicant, joined the meeting by telephone call.  After consideration of all 
matters before the Board, the Board adjourned to allow members to consider this 
application. The meeting reconvened and the Convener proposed that the application be 
granted for the duration of Mr Tiffoney’s current Taxi Driver’s Licence. This was agreed 
unanimously.  
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for the duration of Mr Tiffoney’s current Taxi 
Driver’s Licence. 
 

 

 Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 11.35 am and reconvened at 11.40 am. 
 

 

5 Renewal of Private Hire Car Driver's Licence - Personal Appearance 

There was submitted the undernoted application for grant of a Private Hire Car Driver’s 
Licence. The applicant had been asked to appear personally for the first time:- 
 
Gordon Rooney P0171  
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Mr Rooney, the applicant, joined the meeting by video call.  After consideration of all 
matters before the Board, the Board adjourned to allow members to consider this 
application. The meeting reconvened and the Convener proposed that the application be 
granted for a period to expire three months from today’s date and that a condition be 
attached that the applicant attend an appointment with the Council’s occupational health 
service within that time. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period to expire three months from 
today’s date and that a condition be attached that the applicant attend an appointment 
with the Council’s occupational health service within that time. 
 

 

 Sederunt 

Councillor Montgomery left the meeting prior to consideration of the following item of 
business. 
 

 

 Order of Business 

In relation to items 6 and 7 below, the Convener proposed that both applications be 
considered together and that separate decisions be made. This was agreed unanimously. 
 

 

6 Surrender and Re-issue of Taxi Operator's Licence - Personal 
Appearance 

There was submitted the undernoted application for the surrender and re-issue of a Taxi 
Operator’s Licence. The applicants had been asked to appear personally for the first time: 
 
Present Operator: Gordon Muir 
Proposed Operator: Robert Ashe 
Licence No.: TX148 
 

 

7 Renewal of Taxi Operator's Licence - Personal Appearance 

There was submitted the undernoted application for renewal of a Taxi Operator’s Licence. 
The applicant had been asked to appear personally for the first time together with Police 
Scotland who had submitted an objection to the application:- 
 
Gordon Muir TX148 
 
Mr Muir, one of the applicants, joined the meeting by telephone call prior to the 
applications being considered.  The Assistant Managing Solicitor (Licensing) advised Mr 
Muir that neither Mr Ashe nor Police Scotland had joined the meeting at this point and 
that Mr Ashe would be excluded during certain discussions except with Mr Muir’s 
consent.  Mr Muir agreed to Mr Ashe being in attendance throughout consideration of 
both applications.   
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Mr Ashe, the other applicant, joined the meeting by telephone call at this point and 
Sergeant Robertson, on behalf of the Chief Constable who had submitted an objection to 
Mr Muir’s application for Renewal of Taxi Operator’s Licence, joined the meeting by video 
call. 
 
The Convener advised that both applications would be considered together and that 
separate decisions would be made. Mr Muir and Mr Ashe agreed to this. 

After consideration of all matters before the Board, the Board adjourned to allow 
members to consider both applications.  The meeting reconvened and the Convener 
proposed (i) that the application for surrender and re-issue of the Taxi Operator’s Licence 
be granted; and (ii) that the application for renewal of the Taxi Operator’s Licence be 
granted for a period of two years and issued to Mr Ashe in terms of the approved 
application for surrender and re-issue. This was agreed unanimously. 

DECIDED:  
 
(a) That the application for surrender and re-issue of the Taxi Operator’s Licence be 
granted; and  
 
(b) That the application for renewal of the Taxi Operator’s Licence be granted for a period 
of two years and issued to Mr Ashe in terms of the approved application for surrender 
and re-issue. 
 

 

 Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 12 noon and reconvened at 1.30 pm. 
 

 

 Sederunt 

Councillor Audrey Doig was not in attendance when the meeting reconvened. 
 

 

8 Applications for Landlord Registration - Personal Appearances 

There were submitted the undernoted applications for grant of Landlord Registration. The 
applicants had been asked to appear personally for the first time together with Police 
Scotland:- 
 
(a) Darren Quigley  
 
Mr Quigley, the applicant, joined the meeting by video call together with Sergeant 
Robertson, Police Scotland, who also joined the meeting by video call.  After 
consideration of all matters before the Board, the Board adjourned to allow members to 
consider this application.  The meeting reconvened and the Convener proposed that the 
application be granted for a period of three years.  This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period of three years. 
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(b) David Wright 

 
Mr Wright, the applicant, joined the meeting by video call together with Sergeant 
Robertson, Police Scotland, who also joined the meeting by video call.  After 
consideration of all matters before the Board, the Board adjourned to allow members to 
consider this application.  The meeting reconvened and the Convener proposed that the 
application be granted for a period of three years.  This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period of three years. 
 

 

 Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 14.40 pm and reconvened at 14.45 pm. 
 
(c) Ylli Pashko 
 
Mr Pashko, the applicant, was not in attendance, having previously indicated that he 
wished his application to be determined by way of a written submission.  Sergeant 
Robertson, Police Scotland, joined the meeting by video call.  After consideration of all 
matters before the Board, the Board adjourned to allow members to consider this 
application. The meeting reconvened and the Convener proposed that the application be 
granted for a period of three years.  This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period of three years. 
 

 

 Declaration of Interest 

Councillor Devine having declared a non-financial interest in the following item of 
business, left the meeting and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon. 
 

 

 Sederunt 

Councillor Steel left the meeting during consideration of the following item of business. 
 
 
(d) Robbie McCutcheon  
   
Mr McCutcheon, the applicant, joined the meeting by telephone call together with 
Sergeant Robertson, Police Scotland, who joined the meeting by video call.  After 
consideration of all matters before the Board, the Board adjourned to all members to 
consider this application.  The meeting reconvened and the Convener proposed that the 
application be refused.  This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be refused. 
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Minute of Meeting 
Local Review Body. 
 

Date Time Venue 

Tuesday, 17 November 
2020 

14:00 Microsoft Teams Platform,  

 
 
  

Present 

Councillor Bill Binks, Councillor Marie McGurk, Councillor John McNaughtan, Councillor 
Iain Nicolson. 
 

 

Chair 

Councillor McGurk, Convener, presided.   
 

 

In Attendance 

K Dalrymple, Development Plans & Housing Strategy Team Leader (Independent Planning 
Adviser to the Local Review Body); A McLaughlan, Senior Solicitor (Litigation and 
Regulatory Services) (Independent Legal Adviser to the Local Review Body); R Devine, 
Senior Committee Services Officer (Clerk to the Local Review Body); P Shiach, Committee 
Services Officer, J Barron, Assistant Committee Services Officer and D Pole, End User 
Technician (Finance & Resources).  
 

 

Apology 

Councillor Brown. 
 

 

Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest intimated prior to the commencement of the 
meeting.   
 

 

Procedure Note 

The Convener summarised the procedure to be followed at the meeting of the Local 
Review Body (LRB), a copy of which had been circulated to members prior to the meeting.  
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1 Notice of Review LRB 02.20 

Consideration was given to a Notice of Review in respect of the Planning Authority’s 
decision to refuse planning permission for the proposed refurbishment of an existing 
domestic garage to be used as a commercial dog day-care facility at 172 Hawkhead 
Road, Paisley. (20/0077/PP) 
 
The following materials were before members in relation to the Notice of Review:  
  
(i) Planning Authority’s Submissions which included the report of handling, 
accompanying documents and decision notice; and   
  
(ii) The Notice of Review, together with supporting statement and productions 
submitted by the applicant.   
  
The Convener confirmed that the LRB required to decide whether it had sufficient 
information before it to make a decision on this matter or whether further procedure 
was required to allow the LRB to determine Planning Application 20/0077/PP.  It was 
agreed that the LRB had sufficient information before it to reach a decision.  
  
The Convener then advised that the LRB must determine the application in 
accordance with the provisions of the Local Development Plan, including any 
supplementary guidance, unless material considerations indicated otherwise.  
  
There then followed a general discussion in relation to the Notice of Review. The 
Convener proposed that the application be refused for the reasons detailed in the 
report of handling. This was agreed unanimously.  
  
DECIDED: That Planning Application 20/0077/PP be refused due to the potential 
unacceptable noise impact on surrounding residential properties and the surrounding 
residential area generally as a result of barking dogs and vehicular movement, the 
proposal would not comply with the requirements of Policy P1 of both the Adopted 
Renfrewshire Local Development Plan (2014) and the Proposed Renfrewshire Local 
Development Plan (2019), and the associated New Development Supplementary 
Guidance, which seek to maintain acceptable levels of amenity within residential 
areas. 
  
 

 

2 Notice of Review LRB 03.20 

Consideration was given to a Notice of Review in respect of the Planning Authority's 
decision to refuse planning permission for the erection of four detached houses (in 
principle) at 9 Mill Brae, Bridge of Weir, PA11 3LD (19/0814/PP). 
 
The following materials were before members in relation to the Notice of Review:  
  
(i) Planning Authority’s Submissions which included the report of handling, 
accompanying documents and decision notice; and   
  
(ii) The Notice of Review, together with supporting statement and productions 
submitted by the applicant.   
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The Convener confirmed that the LRB required to decide whether it had sufficient 
information before it to make a decision on this matter or whether further procedure 
was required to allow the LRB to determine Planning Application 19/0814/PP.  It was 
agreed that the LRB had sufficient information before it to reach a decision.  
  
The Convener then advised that the LRB must determine the application in 
accordance with the provisions of the Local Development Plan, including any 
supplementary guidance, unless material considerations indicated otherwise.  
  
There then followed a general discussion in relation to the Notice of Review. The 
Convener proposed that the application be refused for the reasons detailed in the 
report of handling. This was agreed unanimously.  
  
DECIDED: That Planning Application 19/0814/PP be refused as the development 
would result in additional traffic manoeuvres onto Mill Brae and its junction with Main 
Street. The access proposed would be unacceptable and could reduce road safety on 
both Mill Brae and Main Street. The proposal is therefore contrary to the terms of 
Policy P1 of both the Adopted Renfrewshire Local Development Plan (2014) and the 
Proposed Renfrewshire Local Development Plan (2019) and the associated 
Supplementary Guidance which seek to ensure that proposals are compatible and 
complementary to existing uses and should cause no significant harm. 
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Minute of Meeting 
Regulatory Functions Board 
 

Date Time Venue 

Thursday, 19 November 
2020 

10:00 Remotely by MS teams,  

 

Present 

Councillor Eddie Devine, Councillor Audrey Doig, Councillor Lisa-Marie Hughes, Councillor 
Cathy McEwan, Councillor John McNaughtan, Councillor Andy Steel, Councillor Jane 
Strang 
  

Chair 

Councillor McNaughtan, Convener, presided. 
 

 

In Attendance 

D Campbell, Assistant Managing Solicitor (Licensing), A McLaughlin, Senior Solicitor 
(Litigation and Regulatory Services), E Currie, Senior Committee Services Officer,  P 
Shiach, Committee Services Officer, J Barron, Assistant Committee Services Officer, A 
Easdon, Team Leader (Licensing), G McIntosh, Civic Government Enforcement Officer 
(for items 1 to 3 only), K Marriott, Administrative Assistant and E Graham, Administrative 
Assistant (all Finance & Resources). 
 

 

Recording 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Convener intimated that this meeting of 
the Board would be recorded and that the recording would be available to watch on the 
Council's website. 
 

 

Apologies 

Councillor Mackay and Montgomery. 
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 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest intimated prior to the commencement of the 
meeting. 
 

 

 Order of Business 

In terms of Standing Order 16, the Convener intimated that he proposed to alter the order 
of business to facilitate the conduct of the meeting by considering items 7(c) and 7(d) of 
the agenda after item 7(a) of the agenda and item 7(b) of the agenda after item 7(d) of 
the agenda. 
 

 

1 Variation of Private Hire Car Operator's Licence - Personal Appearance 

There was submitted the undernoted application for variation of a Private Hire Car 
Operator’s Licence. The applicant had been asked to appear personally for the first time:- 
 
MD Mamun-Ar Rashid   PH1626       
 
Mr Rashid, the applicant, joined the meeting by telephone call.  After consideration of all 
matters before the Board, the Convener proposed (a) that Mr Rashid’s application for 
variation be granted for a period of six months from today’s date and that standard 
condition 1 of his licence be amended to enable Mr Rashid to operate his present vehicle 
MF63 RZA for a further six months until 18 May 2021; and (b) that standard condition 1 
be further amended in that Mr Rashid’s present vehicle be subject to three-monthly 
inspections from the date it would be seven years old from first registration. This was 
agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: 
 
(a) That Mr Rashid’s application for variation be granted and that standard condition 1 of 
his licence be amended to enable Mr Rashid to operate his present vehicle MF63 RZA 
until 18 May 2021; and  
 
(b) That standard condition 1 be further amended in that Mr Rashid’s present vehicle be 
subject to three-monthly inspections from the date it would be seven years old from first 
registration. 
 

 

2 Variation of Late Hours Catering Licences 

There were submitted the undernoted applications for variation of Late Hours Catering 
Licences:- 
 
(a) Applicant: Wm Morrison Supermarkets plc 
Premises: Napier Street, Johnstone 
Variation: 18 to 23 December 2020 – 11.00 pm to 5.00 am  
Licence No.: LHC086 
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The Convener proposed that the application be granted. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted. 

  

(b) Applicant: Wm Morrison Supermarkets plc 

Premises: Anchor Mill, Paisley 
Variation: 18 to 23 December 2020 – 11.00 pm to 5.00 am 
Licence No.: LHC087 
 
The Convener proposed that the application be granted. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted. 
 

 

3 Travelling Funfairs (Licensing) (Scotland) Bill: Call for Views 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to the 
introduction of a Member’s Bill in the Scottish Parliament in relation to the licensing of 
travelling funfairs and seeking approval of a proposed response to a call for views on the 
Bill. 
 
The report advised that the Council currently had a policy, similar to all other local 
authorities in Scotland, which required funfairs in its area to be licensed as a type of public 
entertainment under the licensing provisions of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 
1982. 
 
On 1 February 2018, the Board considered a report in relation to a consultation on a 
proposal for a Member’s Bill concerning the licensing of travelling funfairs. The Board 
agreed the terms of a response to that consultation and expressed concerns over some 
aspects of the proposal, particularly the likely impact on local communities whose ability 
to object to applications for licences appeared likely to reduce should the Bill proceed 
and become law.   
 
Following the previous consultation, the Bill received sufficient support and the Travelling 
Funfairs (Licensing) (Scotland) Bill, was introduced in the Scottish Parliament earlier this 
year. The Bill aimed to make the licensing of travelling funfairs quicker, simpler, cheaper 
and more uniform across council areas. 
 
The report indicated that the Local Government and Communities Committee of the 
Parliament had launched a call for views on the Bill, the closing date for responses was 
7 December 2020. The proposed response was appended to the report. 
 
DECIDED: 
 
(a) That the terms of the proposed response to the call for views, as appended to the 
report, be approved; and 
 
(b) That the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 
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 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

The Board resolved that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of the following items of business as it was likely, in view of the nature of 
the business to be transacted that if members of the press and public were present there 
would be disclosure to them of exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of part I of 
schedule 7A of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973. 
 

 

 Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 10.15 am and reconvened at 10.25 am. 
 

 

4 Grant of Private Hire Car Drivers' Licences - Personal Appearances 

There were submitted the undernoted applications for grant of Private Hire Car Drivers’ 
Licences. The applicants had been asked to appear personally for the first time together 
with Police Scotland who had submitted an objection to application (a) and a 
representation to application (b):-   
 
(a) Sahil Malikzai   
 
Mr Malikzai, the applicant, joined the meeting by telephone call together with Inspector 
Hay, on behalf of the Chief Constable who had submitted an objection to the application, 
who joined by video call.  After consideration of all matters before the Board, the Board 
adjourned to allow members to consider this application. The meeting was reconvened 
and the Convener proposed that the application be refused. This was agreed 
unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be refused. 
          
(b) Mark Monteith            
 
There was no appearance by or behalf of Mr Monteith. Inspector Hay, on behalf of the 
Chief Constable who had submitted a representation to the application, joined the 
meeting by video call. The Convener proposed that consideration of the application be 
continued and that the applicant be invited to a future meeting of the Board. This was 
agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That consideration of the application be continued and that the applicant be 
invited to a future meeting of the Board. 
 

 

 Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 10.55 am and reconvened at 11.15 am. 
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5 Hearing into Possible Removal from Register of Private Landlords - 
Personal Appearance 

The Board considered the possible removal from the Register of Private Landlords. The 
landlord had been asked to appear personally for the first time together with Police 
Scotland:- 
 
Alan Mackin            
 
Mr MacIver, Solicitor, representing Mr Mackin, joined the meeting by video call together 
with Inspector Hay, Police Scotland, who joined the meeting by telephone call. After 
consideration of all matters before the Board, the Board adjourned to allow members to 
consider this matter. The meeting was reconvened and the Convener proposed that no 
action be taken and that the landlord be not removed from the Register of Private 
Landlords. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That no action be taken and that the landlord be not removed from the 
Register of Private Landlords. 
 

 

 Sederunt 

Councillor Audrey Doig left the meeting prior to consideration of the following item of 
business. 
 

 

6 Applications for Landlord Registration - Personal Appearances 

There were submitted the undernoted applications for grant of Landlord Registration. The 
applicants had been asked to appear personally for the first time together with Police 
Scotland:- 
 
(a) Calum Watt  
 
Mr Watt, the applicant, joined the meeting by telephone call together with Inspector Hay, 
Police Scotland, who also joined by telephone call. After consideration of all matters 
before the Board, the Convener proposed that the application be granted for a period of 
three years. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period of three years. 
   
(b) Kevin McCaig     
 
Mr McCaig, the applicant, joined the meeting by video call together with Inspector Hay, 
Police Scotland, who joined by telephone call. After consideration of all matters before 
the Board, the Board adjourned to allow members to consider this application. The 
meeting was reconvened and the Convener proposed that the application be granted for 
a period of three years. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period of three years. 
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7 Grant of Private Hire Car Drivers' Licences - Personal Appearances 

There were submitted the undernoted applications for grant of Private Hire Car Drivers’ 
Licences. The applicants had been asked to appear personally for the first time:- 

(a) Muhammed Abbasi    

Mr Abbasi, the applicant, joined the meeting by telephone call. After consideration of all 
matters before the Board, the Convener proposed that the application be granted for a 
period of one year. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period of one year. 
 
(b) Malik Ijaz 
 
Mr Ijaz, the applicant, joined the meeting by video call. After consideration of all matters 
before the Board, the Convener proposed that the application be granted for a period of 
one year. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period of one year. 
 
(c) Khairullah Mangal 
 
Mr Mangal, the applicant, joined the meeting by telephone call. After consideration of all 
matters before the Board, the Convener proposed that the application be granted for a 
period of one year. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period of one year. 
     
(d) Mohammad Ishfaq   
 
Mr Ishfaq, the applicant, joined the meeting by telephone call. After consideration of all 
matters before the Board, the Convener proposed that the application be granted for a 
period of one year. 
 
DECIDED: That the application be granted for a period of one year. 
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Minute of Meeting 
Audit, Risk and Scrutiny Board 
 

Date Time Venue 

Monday, 23 November 2020 10:00 remotely via Teams,  
 

Present 

Councillor Tom  Begg, Councillor Bill Binks, Councillor Stephen Burns, Councillor Michelle 
Campbell, Councillor Neill Graham, Councillor Emma Rodden, Councillor Jim Sharkey 
  

 

 
 In Attendance 

M Moran, Assistant Economic Development Manager and Lead Officer (Chief 
Executive's); D Gillies, Head of Facilities Management (Environment & Infrastructure 
Services); L Neary, Head of Transformation, HR and OD, A MacArthur, Head of 
Finance, A McMahon, Chief Auditor, K Locke, Risk Manager, A Connor, Records 
Manager, R McFarnon, Service Delivery Manager (Customer Operations), S Fanning, 
Principal HR & OD Adviser, D Pole, End User Technician, D Low, Democratic Services 
Manager; A McNaughton and C MacDonald, both Senior Committee Services Officers 
(all Finance & Resources). 
 

 

 Also in Attendance 

J Cornett, M Ferris and A Haar (Audit Scotland). 
 

 

 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest intimated prior to commencement of the meeting. 
 

 

1 Audit Scotland Report to those Charged with Governance - 2019/20 
Renfrewshire Council Annual Accounts 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to Audit 
Scotland’s findings from the audit of the 2019/20 Renfrewshire Council financial 
statements; the findings from the audit of the annual accounts; and their other audit 
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activity over the course of 2019/20.  
 
The report intimated that each year the Council's appointed external auditors (Audit 
Scotland) carried out an audit of the Council's financial statements and provided an 
opinion as to whether those statements provided a fair and true view of the financial 
position of the Council and its income and expenditure for the year and also whether 
the accounts had been prepared in accordance with the Local Government (Scotland) 
Act 1973. 
 
In accordance with International Auditing Standards (ISA260) Audit Scotland was 
obliged to report to those charged with the governance of the organisation matters which 
had arisen in the course of the audit. A copy of the findings from the audit of the 2019/20 
Renfrewshire Council accounts was attached as an appendix to the report.  
 
Under the Local Authority Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2014, the Council required 
to meet to consider the Annual Accounts and approve those accounts for signature no 
later than 30 September 2020.  However, for 2019/20, the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020 provided flexibility to the deadline and it had been extended to 30 November 
2020.  
 
DECIDED: That the report and attached Audit Scotland report be noted. 
 

 

2 Audited Annual Accounts 2019/20 - Renfrewshire Council 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to the 
audit of the Annual Accounts 2019/20, a copy of which was appended to the report. 
 
The report intimated that the 2019/20 unaudited Annual Accounts were approved at the 
meeting of the Council held on 25 June 2020. Each year the Council's appointed 
external auditors (Audit Scotland) carried out an audit of the Council’s financial 
statements and provided an opinion as to whether those statements provided a true and 
fair view of the financial position of the Council and its income and expenditure for the 
year; and also whether they had been prepared in accordance with the relevant 
regulations. 
 
The report advised that there were three changes made to the annual accounts over 
the course of the audit in relation to the valuation of the pension liability, the valuation 
of Plant, Property and Equipment and Creditors. Other reclassification and 
presentational changes had also been agreed. 
 
DECIDED: That it be agreed that the report and attached audited annual accounts 
2019/20 be noted and recommended to the Council for approval. 
 

 

3 Audit Scotland Report to those Charged with Governance - 2019/20 
Common Good Funds and Coats Observatory Trust Annual Accounts 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to Audit 
Scotland’s findings from the audit of the Common Good Funds and charities controlled 
by the Council for 2019/20.  
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The report intimated that each year the Council's appointed external auditors (Audit 
Scotland) carried out an audit of the Council's financial statements of the Common Good 
funds and Coats Observatory Trust controlled by the Council and provided an opinion 
as to whether those statements provided a fair and true view of the financial position of 
the charities and their income and expenditure for the year and also whether they had 
been prepared in accordance with the relevant regulations. 
 
A copy of the 2019/20 audited Annual Accounts for the Common Good funds and Coats 
Observatory Trust controlled by the Council was attached as an appendix to the report. 
Under the Local Authority Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2014, the Council required 
to meet to consider the Annual Accounts and approve those accounts for signature no 
later than 30 September 2020.  However, for 2019/20, the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020 provided flexibility to the deadline and it had been extended to 30 November 2020. 
 
DECIDED That the report and attached Audit Scotland reports be noted. 
 

 

4 Audited Financial Statements 2019/20 - Common Good Funds and 
Coats Observatory Trust 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to the 
audited annual accounts of the Common Good Funds and charities controlled by the 
Council for 2019/20. 
 
The report intimated that each year the Council's appointed external auditors (Audit 
Scotland) carried out an audit of the Council's financial statements of the Common Good 
funds and charities controlled by the Council and provided an opinion as to whether 
those statements provided a fair and true view of the financial position of the charities 
and their income and expenditure for the year and also whether they had been prepared 
in accordance with the relevant regulations. 
 
The report advised that there were no significant changes to the annual accounts 
required over the course of the audit process and minor presentational changes were 
agreed. 
 
A copy of the 2019/20 audited Annual Accounts for the Common Good funds and 
charities controlled by the Council was attached as an appendix to the report.  
 
DECIDED:  That the attached 2019/20 audited financial statements for the charities 
controlled by the Council be noted and the report be recommended to the Council for 
approval. 
 

 

5 Internal Audit and Counter Fraud Progress and Performance for 
Period to 30 September 2020 

There was submitted a report by the Chief Auditor relative to Internal Audit and Counter 
Fraud performance between 1 July to 30 September 2020 in terms of the delivery of the 
Audit Plan for the year and outlining actual performance against targets set by the 
Director of Finance & Resources. 
 
No formal performance targets for fraud investigation had been established as a major 
part of the team’s work involved being the single point of contact for the Department for 
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Work and Pensions (DWP) Single Fraud Investigation Service and the Service Level 
Agreement for the work contained time targets for completing this work. It was noted 
that the focus over the last year had been on increasing fraud awareness amongst 
employees to prevent fraud from occurring against the Council. The types of fraud 
referrals received to date were wide-ranging and the team’s objective was to 
concentrate on investigating those referrals considered to contain the greatest fraud 
risk. The report also detailed the progress made against local and national initiatives 
involving Internal Audit and the Counter Fraud Team. 
 
The report advised that as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the majority of fraud 
investigation work had been suspended until September 2020. This work had now 
recommenced with priority being given to those areas with the greatest fraud risk. Joint 
working with the DWP’s Single Fraud Investigation service had also temporarily ceased 
and they were awaiting a date for the work to recommence. Referrals for consideration 
of fraud investigations were still being passed to the DWP. All of the Counter Fraud 
Team were currently working from home. 
 
It was noted that the Internal Audit team were also working from home full-time and 
were continuing to work on planned audit assignments which were able to be 
undertaken remotely. The team were also providing advice and support where 
necessary to council services. In addition, a review of the current audit plan had been 
undertaken to take account of the current situation and proposed amendments to the 
plan were included in the report. 
 
DECIDED:  
 
(a)  That the Internal Audit and Counter Fraud Team progress and performance to 30 
September 2020 be noted;  
 
(b)  That the proposed amendments to the Annual Internal Audit Plan for 2020/2021 be 
approved; and 
 
(c)  That authority be delegated authority to the Chief Auditor to continue to monitor and, 
if necessary, revise the Internal Audit Plan, in consultation with the Convener, for the 
remainder of the year to March 2021.  Any amendments made under this delegation 
would be reported to members in the annual report. 
 

 

6 Summary of Internal Audit Reports for period 01 July to 30 September 
2020 

There was submitted a report by the Chief Auditor relative to the requirement in terms 
of the Public Sector Internal Audit Standards (PSIAS) that Internal Audit communicated 
the results of each engagement to the Board. 
 
An appendix to the report detailed the category of assurance, service, engagement and 
assurance rating and gave recommended risk ratings for each engagement as either 
critical, important, good practice or service improvement. A summary of findings was 
also provided in relation to final reports issued for those engagements completed during 
the period 1 July to 30 September 2020. 
 
The report intimated that in addition to the reports listed in the Appendix, Internal Audit 
had an ongoing commitment to a range corporate and service initiatives, progress 
information security matters in partnership with ICT and Legal Services, provided 
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regular advice to officers, provided Internal Audit services to the associated bodies for 
which Renfrewshire Council was the lead authority and to Renfrewshire Leisure Limited 
and Renfrewshire Health and Social Care Integration Joint Board, coordination of the 
Council’s Corporate Risk Management activity and management of the counter fraud, 
risk management and insurance team. 
 
DECIDED: That the summary of Audit findings report for the period 1 July to 30 
September 2020 be noted. 
 

 

7 Audit Scotland Report - The National Fraud Initiative 2018/2019 

There was submitted a report by the Chief Auditor relative to Audit Scotland’s report on 
the National Fraud Initiative (NFI) 2018/2019 which was published in July 2020, a copy 
of which was appended to the report. 
 
The report highlighted that Scottish public bodies had recorded outcomes of £15.3 
million arising since the last NFI report in June 2018. The cumulative outcomes from 
the NFI in Scotland were now around £143.6 million and £1.93 billion across the UK. 
 
DECIDED: That the report from Audit Scotland and the position in relation to 
Renfrewshire Council’s arrangements be noted. 
 

 

8 Audit Scotland Report - Covid-19 Emerging Fraud Risks 

There was submitted a report by the Chief Auditor relative to a series of reports which 
Audit Scotland had begun publishing relating to the Covid-19 pandemic. The first report 
was published in July 2020, entitled ‘Covid-19: Emerging Fraud Risks’, a copy of which 
was appended to the report. 
 
The report highlighted that since the start of the pandemic, the risk of fraud and error 
had increased throughout all of the Public Sector as organisations became stretched, 
and controls and governance were changed. The report detailed the range of fraud risks 
emerging from the Covid-19 crisis to date and provided some recommended actions for 
public bodies in order to help reduce these risks. 
 
DECIDED: That the report from Audit Scotland, and Renfrewshire Council’s 
arrangements, which were in place in relation to the recommended actions that 
organisations could take to reduce the emerging public sector fraud risks, be noted. 
 

 

9 Audit Scotland Report - Covid 19 Guide for Audit and Risk 
Committees 

There was submitted a report by the Chief Auditor relative to a series of guides which 
Audit Scotland had developed for public bodies and auditors in relation to the risks 
arising from Covid-19. The Guide for Audit and Risk Committees had been published in 
August 2020, a copy of which was appended to the report. 
 
The guide focused on the short-term challenges facing public bodies in the response 
phase of the pandemic and highlighted key areas that audit and risk committees 
required to focus on. 
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DECIDED: That the Audit Scotland Covid-19 Guide for Audit and Risk Committees be 
noted. 
 

 

10 Strategic, Corporate and Service Risks 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to the 
strategic and corporate risk registers. 
 
The report advised that the strategic and corporate risk registers were usually refreshed 
on an annual basis; led by the Corporate Risk Management Group (CRMG), on behalf 
of and in consultation with the Corporate Management Team. In addition, each service 
department maintained its own risk management plan in respect of the operational risks 
within their areas of responsibility. The CRMG had been preparing the risks to be 
submitted to the Audit, Risk and Scrutiny Board for approval when the UK went into 
lockdown in response to the global pandemic. Since March 2020, the risk management 
priority of the organisation had focused firstly on the corporate risk for the response to 
Covid-19 and then on the recovery from Covid-19. Over more recent months however, 
it had become clear that rather than have separate risks relating to Covid-19, the more 
appropriate approach was to review all existing risks for Covid-19 impact, and further, 
reconsider the council’s full risk profile as viewed now through the Covid-19 experience. 
This work had now been completed, agreed by the Emergency Management Team and 
included within the report. 
 
To assist with understanding how the CRMG had approached its review of the strategic 
and corporate risk profile and also to help provide a clear audit trail of the transition from 
the former risk profile to the new one the audited trail of change from previous risk was 
outlined in appendix 1 the report. 
 
Last year, risks were sub-categorised as being ‘imminent, longer-term and business as 
usual,’ with longer-term challenges reported in detail and a summary only for business 
as usual risks. Given the amount of change however arising from this specific review, 
all risks were presented in their full form as appendices 2-4 to the report. 
 
The report highlighted that the Council now had five very high (red) risks which went 
well beyond the Council’s appetite for risk and ordinarily would have been deemed to 
be ‘unacceptable.’ However, given that the risks were largely being driven by external 
factors outwith the Council’s control, there was little option but to continue to carefully 
manage and monitor these. 
 
DECIDED: That the strategic, corporate and key service risks be approved and the 
Board be assured regarding the methodologies used to ensure the appropriate risks 
were being identified and managed. 
 

 

11 Risk Management Annual Report 2019/20 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to 
corporate risk management activity which took place during 2019/20 in relation to the 
Council’s risk management arrangements and strategic risk management objectives.  A 
copy of the Risk Management Annual Report for 2019/20 was appended to the report. 
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The report intimated that in exceptionally challenging times and with diminishing 
resources, the Council continued to apply an appropriate level of risk management to 
prevent or mitigate the effects of loss or harm. In doing so, it was recognised that good 
risk management contributed to the delivery of better financial outcomes, business 
objectives, better project success rates, achievement of targets and fewer unexpected 
problems. An environment that was risk ‘aware’ rather than risk ‘averse’ was 
purposefully promoted and every effort was being made to place risk management 
information at the heart of the key decisions that were being made which meant that an 
effective approach to managing risk could be taken in a way that both addressed the 
significant challenges and enabled innovation. 
 
DECIDED:  
 
(a)  That the Annual Report and significant contribution that it made with regard to the 
Council’s corporate governance arrangements be noted; and 
 
(b)  That the future plans as outlined in section 9 of the attached Appendix be noted. 
 

 

12 Scottish Information Commissioner - Annual Report and Accounts 
2019/20: Freedom of Information in a Changing Environment 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to the 
annual report and accounts 2019/20 by the Scottish Information Commissioner. 
 
The report intimated that the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA) 
created a general right to obtain information from any designated Scottish public 
authority subject to limited exemptions. The Annual Report for 2019/20 reviewed the 
role of Freedom of Information (FOI) in a changing environment. The Commissioner 
advised that as the report covered up until the end of March 2020, much of the impact 
of the Covid-19 pandemic would be more apparent in the following year’s report.  
 
The Commissioner's 2019/20 annual report highlighted some positive key messages 
and important trends in the Freedom of Information (FOI) landscape in Scotland. 
 
It was noted that in total there had been 79,300 FOI requests in Scotland in 2019/20 
which was a decrease of 6% on the previous year. Renfrewshire Council received 1,691 
FOI requests in 2019/20 compared to 1,729 in 2018/19. 
 
Across Scotland 2.3% of requests resulted in a requirement for review. The Council 
received 17 requirements for review in 2019/20 compared to 41 the previous financial 
year.  
 
The report advised that since the last report submitted to the Board on 20 January 2020 
which advised that there was one further valid appeal application for the year 2019, 
which was decided in favour of the Council, there had been no further appeals for 
2019/20. 
 
The report advised that the low level of requirement for review compared to the high 
volume of requests processed by the Council indicated that the Council continued to 
manage its responsibilities well. 
 
 
 

266



DECIDED: 
 
(a)  That the contents of the Scottish Information Commissioner’s annual report be 
noted: and 
 
(b)  That the information on the numbers of FOI requests, reviews and appeals involving 
the Council as indicated in paragraph 3.4 of the report be noted. 
 

 

13 Absence Statistics Q1 20/21 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to the 
Council’s absence statistics for the quarter 1 ending 30 June 2020 and for quarter 2 
ending 30 September 2020.  
 
The report provided information in relation to absence targets and how services and 
categories of staff had performed against them. An analysis of the reasons for absence 
for the period was included in the report.  Information was also provided on supporting 
attendance activity levels by service and costs of sick pay and the overall number of 
days lost. 
 
The report intimated that short-term absences had reduced and it was thought that this 
might have been due to: ‘working from home arrangements’ which allowed people to 
more easily continue to work when they may have been feeling slightly unwell; less 
people had been circulating and interacting due to non-essential workplace activities 
being closed down thereby reducing the opportunity for transmission of short-term 
ailments when working or commuting; and there had been a strong sense of community 
and commitment reflected in the workforce ethos to continue to deliver essential 
services during such an unprecedented time.  It was noted that longer term absences 
had risen slightly compared to the same time last year, but it was thought that this might 
have been due to a range of wider factors including increased anxieties around the 
impact of the Covid-19 virus. 
 
DECIDED: That the report on absence statistics for the quarter 1 ending 30 June 2020 
and for quarter 2 ending 30 September 2020 be noted. 
 

 

14 Scottish Public Services Ombudsman (SPSO) Annual Report 2019/2 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to the 
Scottish Public Services Ombudsman's (SPSO) Annual Report 2019/20. 
 
The report intimated that the SPSO was the final stage for complaints about Councils, 
the National Health Service, housing associations, colleges, universities, prisons, most 
water providers, the Scottish Government and its agencies and departments and most 
Scottish authorities. The Health Sector was the sector about which the SPSO received 
most complaints (36%) with Local Authority receiving the second highest number (31%). 
No complaint details for specific organisations were included in the report. However, 
information was received separately from the SPSO relative to Renfrewshire which 
indicated that the number of complaints received by the SPSO was 47 which was the 
same as 2018/19.  Of the 47 complaints determined during the period none went to 
investigation stage. The SPSO would not generally consider a complaint unless the 
complainer had gone through the Council's complaints procedure fully. In 2019/20 the 
Council received 7,633 complaints compared with 8,200 in 2018/19. 
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DECIDED: 
 
(a) That the report be noted; and 
 
(b) That it be noted of the 47 complaints against Renfrewshire Council determined by 
the SPSO in 2019/20 none went to investigation stage. 
 

 

15 Commissioner for Ethical Standards in Public Life in Scotland - 
Annual Report 2019/20 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to the 
annual report by the Commissioner for Ethical Standards in Public Life in Scotland. 
 
The report provided details of the investigation of complaints about the conduct of 
councillors, members of devolved public bodies and MSPs and scrutiny of Scotland's 
Ministerial public appointments process. The report also related to the Commissioner's 
2020/24 strategic plan, looked forward to the 2020/21 period of the plan and provided 
an overview of the 2019/20 budget. 
 
The report also advised that the Ethical Standards Commissioner, who commenced on 
1 April 2019 had implemented a restructure plan to reshape the service to better meet 
the needs of MSPs, Councillors, Board Members and members of the public. This had 
proved incredibly challenging and had been punctuated by the pandemic but had 
delivered significant benefits.   
 
Nationally during 2019/20 the Commissioner received 284 complaints compared with 
173 in 2018/19. The subject matter of the complaints was detailed in the report, 
however, it was highlighted that the largest category of complaints related to quasi-
judicial or regulatory applications. 
 
No specific figures relative to Renfrewshire Council were included in the 
Commissioner’s report. However, information had been received separately from the 
Commissioner that, during the period covered by the report five complaints had been 
received compared with three in 2018/19 and four in 2017/18. 
 
The report noted that, due to the lockdown arrangements, the Council had not been 
able to deliver against the Council’s induction programme of events and development 
opportunities for councillors. However, elected members were provided with many 
opportunities for training and the Head of Corporate Governance was available for 
members for advice on the Code of Conduct generally and specifically in relation to the 
registration and declaration of interests. 
 
DECIDED: 
 
(a) That the 2019/20 annual report by the Commission for Ethical Standards in Public 
Life in Scotland be noted; and 
 
(b) That the actions taken in Renfrewshire in relation to the Code of Conduct and 
members' development opportunities be noted. 
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16 Conversion of Grassed Areas to Parking - Lead Officer Michael Moran 

There was submitted a report by the Lead Officer which summarised the evidence and 
findings following the review and outlined a number of recommendations. 
 
The report outlined the purpose and scope of the review, included summaries of the 
information reported to each Board meeting and highlighted the key findings, 
conclusions and proposed recommendations. 
 
After discussion, the Board agreed that the approved report be submitted to a future 
meeting of the Council. 
 
DECIDED: 
 
(a)  That it be agreed that the report be approved; and  
 
(b)  That it be approved that the report be submitted to Council to be held on 17 
December 2020. 
 
 
RECORDING OF DISSENT 
 
Councillor Sharkey, being the mover of an amendment, which failed to find a seconder 
asked that his dissent be recorded in terms of Standing Order 24. 
 

 

 Exclusion of Press and Public 

The Board resolved that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of the following item as it was likely, in view of the nature of the business 
to be transacted, that if members of the press and public were present, there would be 
disclosure to them of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 1 and 14 of Part I of 
Schedule 7A of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973. 
 

 

17 Summary of Internal Audit Investigation Report for Period 01 July to 
30 September 2020 

There was submitted a report by the Chief Auditor relative to the requirement in terms 
of the Public Sector Internal Audit Standards (PSIAS) that Internal Audit reported on the 
findings and conclusions of audit engagements to the Board. The Appendix to the report 
provided a summary of the findings of an internal audit investigation. 
 
DECIDED: That the summary of the Internal Audit Investigation finalised during the 
period from 1 July to 30 September 2020 be noted. 
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Minute of Meeting 
Council 
 

Date Time Venue 

Thursday, 26 November 
2020 

09:30 Teams Meeting,  

 

Present 

Councillor Jennifer Marion Adam-McGregor, Councillor Tom  Begg, Councillor Derek 
Bibby, Councillor Bill Binks, Councillor Bill Brown, Councillor Stephen Burns, Councillor 
Jacqueline Cameron, Provost Lorraine Cameron, Councillor Michelle Campbell, Councillor 
Carolann Davidson, Councillor Eddie Devine, Councillor Andy Doig, Councillor Audrey 
Doig, Councillor Natalie Don, Councillor Alison Jean Dowling, Councillor Edward Grady, 
Councillor Neill Graham, Councillor Jim Harte, Councillor John Hood, Councillor Lisa-Marie 
Hughes, Councillor Karen Kennedy, Councillor Scott Kerr, Councillor Alistair Mackay, 
Councillor James MacLaren, Councillor Kenny MacLaren, Councillor Mags MacLaren, 
Councillor Eileen  McCartin, Councillor Colin McCulloch, Councillor Cathy McEwan, 
Councillor Marie McGurk, Councillor John McIntyre, Councillor John McNaughtan, 
Councillor Kevin Montgomery, Councillor Will Mylet, Councillor Iain Nicolson, Councillor 
Jim Paterson, Councillor Emma Rodden, Councillor Jim Sharkey, Councillor John Shaw, 
Councillor James Sheridan, Councillor Andy Steel, Councillor Jane Strang 
  

Chair 

Provost L Cameron presided. 
 

 

In Attendance 

S Black, Chief Executive; M Crearie, Director of Communities, Housing & Planning 
Services; A Russell, Director of Finance & Resources; L Mahon, Head of Marketing & 
Communications, L McIntyre, Head of Policy & Commissioning and L Adamson, 
Communications & Public Affairs Manager (all Chief Executive’s); J Trainer, Head of 
Child Care and Criminal Justice and J Calder, Head of Service Curriculum & Quality 
(both Children’s Services); K Graham, Head of Corporate Governance, A MacArthur, 
Head of Finance, G Dickie, Partnering & Commissioning Manager, D Pole, End User 
Technician, D Low and L Belshaw, Democratic Services Managers and R Devine, Senior 
Committee Services Officer (all Finance & Resources); V Hollows, Chief Executive 
Renfrewshire Leisure; and D Leese, Chief Officer and S Strachan, interim Chief Officer, 
(both Renfrewshire Health & Social Care Partnership).  
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Also Attending 

J Cornett, A Haahr and M Ferris, Audit Scotland. 
 

 

Recording of Teams meeting - Special Meeting of Renfrewshire 
Council - 26 November 2020 

The Provost advised that this meeting would be recorded for subsequent broadcast via 
the Council's internet site.  
 

 

Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest intimated prior to the commencement of the 
meeting. 
 

 

 

 
1 Annual Audit Report from Audit Scotland - 2019/20 Renfrewshire 

Council Annual Accounts 

Under reference to item 1 of the Minute of the meeting of the Audit, Risk & Scrutiny Board 
held on 23 November 2020, there was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & 
Resources relative to the annual audit of the Council’s financial statements which had 
been undertaken by the Council’s appointed external auditors, Audit Scotland.  
 
The report intimated that each year the Council's appointed external auditors carried out 
an audit of the Council's financial statements and provided an opinion as to whether those 
statements provided a fair and true view of the financial position of the Council and its 
income and expenditure for the year and also whether the accounts had been prepared 
in accordance with the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973. 
 
The report also highlighted that in accordance with International Auditing Standards, 
Audit Scotland was obliged to provide a report which highlighted matters that had arisen 
during the course of the audit.  
 
In this connection, a copy of the Annual Audit Report prepared by Audit Scotland was 
appended to the report, together with a copy of the draft letter of representation provided 
by the Council’s Chief Financial Officer to Audit Scotland outlining assurances the Council 
had provided to the external auditor in respect of the accounts. 
It was noted that in terms of the Local Authority Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2014, 
the Council required to consider and approve the annual accounts for signature no later 
than 30 September each year but that the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 had extended 
this deadline to 30 November 2020.  
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DECIDED:  That the Annual Audit Report prepared by Audit Scotland be noted and that 
the letter of representation provided by the Council’s Chief Financial Officer to Audit 
Scotland in respect of the accounts be approved.  
 

 

2 Audited Annual Accounts 2019/20 - Renfrewshire Council 

Under reference to item 2 of the Minute of the meeting of the Audit, Risk & Scrutiny Board 
held on 23 November 2020, there was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & 
Resources relative to the audit of the Council’s 2019/20 annual accounts, which had been 
undertaken by the Council’s appointed external auditors, Audit Scotland.    
The report highlighted that the 2019/20 unaudited Renfrewshire Council Annual Accounts 
had been approved at the meeting of the Council held on 25 June 2020.  Subsequently, 
the audit process had been substantially completed and an audit opinion, free from 
qualification, had been provided by Audit Scotland. It was noted that in terms of the Local 
Authority Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2014, the Council required to consider and 
approve the annual accounts for signature no later than 30 September each year and 
that the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 had extended this deadline to 30 November 
2020. 

It was noted that Audit Scotland had previously provided a report detailing all matters 
arising over the course of the 2019/20 audit to the meeting of the Council’s Audit, Risk 
and Scrutiny Board, held on 23 November 2020, for consideration and that there had 
been three material changes to the accounts over the course of the audit in relation to (i) 
the valuation of the pension liability, (ii) the valuation of Council dwellings and (iii) 
recognition of an asset and a liability in relation to the Clyde Valley Waste facility but that 
these changes had no impact on the revenue outturn position of the Council or on the 
available two balances reported in the unaudited accounts. The Renfrewshire Council 
audited annual accounts 2019/20 were submitted for consideration and, if appropriate, 
signature.  

DECIDED: That the audited Renfrewshire Council annual accounts 2019/20,as 
appended to the report, be approved for signature, in accordance with the Local Authority 
Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2014. 

  
 

 

3 Audit Scotland Report - 2019/20 Common Good Funds and Coats 
Observatory Trust Annual Accounts 

Under reference to item 3 of the Minute of the meeting of the Audit, Risk & Scrutiny Board 
held on 23 November 2020, there was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & 
Resources relative to the annual audit of the financial statements of the charities 
controlled by Renfrewshire Council which had been undertaken by the Council’s 
appointed external auditors, Audit Scotland.  
 
The report intimated that each year the Council's appointed external auditors carried out 
an audit of the  financial statements of the charities controlled by Renfrewshire Council 
and provided an opinion as to whether those statements provided a fair and true view of 
the financial position of the charities and their income and expenditure for the year and 
also whether they had been prepared in accordance with the relevant regulations. 
The report also highlighted that in accordance with International Auditing Standards, 
Audit Scotland was obliged to provide a report which highlighted matters that had arisen 
during the course of the audit.  
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In this connection, copies of the Annual Audit Reports prepared by Audit Scotland were 
appended to the report, together with copies of the draft letters of representation provided 
by the Council’s Chief Financial Officer to Audit Scotland outlining assurances the Council 
had provided to the external auditor in respect of the accounts. 
It was noted that in terms of the Local Authority Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2014, 
the Council required to consider and approve the annual accounts for signature no later 
than 30 September each year and that the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 had 
extended this deadline to 30 November 2020.  
 
DECIDED: That the Annual Audit Reports by Audit Scotland attached to the report be 
noted; and that the letters of representation provided by the Council’s Chief Financial 
Officer to Audit Scotland in respect of the accounts be approved.  
 

 

4 Audited Financial Statements 2019/20 – Common Good Funds and 
Coats Observatory Trust 

Under reference to item 4 of the Minute of the meeting of the Audit, Risk & Scrutiny Board 
held on 23 November 2020, there was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & 
Resources relative to the audit of the 2019/20 financial statements of charities controlled 
by Renfrewshire Council which had been undertaken by the Council’s appointed external 
auditors, Audit Scotland.  
 
The report highlighted that the 2019/20 unaudited financial statements of charities 
controlled by Renfrewshire Council had been approved at the meeting of the Council held 
on 25 June 2020. A copy of the audited Trustees’ Annual Report and Financial 
Statements 2019/20 for the charities controlled by the Council was attached as an 
appendix to the report for consideration and, if appropriate, approval. 

  

DECIDED: That the Audited Annual Accounts 2019/20 for charities controlled by 
Renfrewshire Council, attached to the report, be approved. 

  
 

 

5 Governance Arrangements 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Finance & Resources relative to proposed 
changes to representation on various forums and amendment of the Delegations to 
Officers section within the Council’s Scheme of Delegated Functions. 
 
The report detailed proposed adjustments to the Conservative group’s representation on 
the Audit, Risk & Scrutiny Board, Communities, Housing & Planning Policy Board, 
Leadership Board, Renfrewshire Licensing Board and CoSLA; advised of changes to the 
proposed membership of the Cultural Recovery and Renewal Fund Panel and the 
membership of the Climate Change Sub-Committee; and outlined a proposed 
amendment to the Delegations to Officers within the Council’s Scheme of Delegated 
Functions to enable the Director of Communities, Housing & Planning Services and the 
Head of Communities and Public Protection to authorise the exercise of enforcement 
powers by Trading Standards and Environmental Health officers and their managers 
where the enforcement powers were included within legislation in response to the Covid-
19 epidemic. 
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DECIDED:  
 
(a) That the Council approve the appointment of (i) Councillor Graham to the Leadership 
Board, Communities, Housing & Planning Policy Board and Renfrewshire Licensing 
Board; (ii) Councillor Strang to the Audit, Risk & Scrutiny Board; and (iii) Councillor 
Graham as one of the Council’s representatives to CoSLA in place of Councillor J 
MacLaren;  
 
(b) That Councillor Devine and McCartin’s membership of the Cultural Recovery and 
Renewal Fund Panel be noted;  
 
(c) That the membership of the Climate Change Sub-committee be extended by one 
administration member, being Councillor Hughes, and one other opposition member, 
being Councillor McCartin; and  
 
(d) That the Delegations to Officers section within the Council’s Scheme of Delegated 
Functions be amended to allow the Director of Communities, Housing and Planning 
Services and the Head of Communities and Public Protection to authorise the exercise 
of enforcement powers by Trading Standards officers, Environmental Health officers and 
their managers on the Council’s behalf where those enforcement powers were included 
in legislation in response to the Covid-19 epidemic. 
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Minute of Meeting 
Climate Change Sub-Committee 

Date Time Venue 

Wednesday, 28 October 
2020 

14:00 Teams Meeting, 

Present 

Councillor Bill Brown, Councillor Neill Graham, Councillor John Hood, Councillor Cathy 
McEwan, Councillor Marie McGurk, Councillor Iain Nicolson, Councillor John Shaw 

In Attendance 

Councillor McCartin; G McNeil, Director of Environment & Infrastructure;  L McIntyre, 
Head of Policy & Commissioning, P Moss, Strategic Planning & Policy Development 
Officer and G Crawford, Senior Communications Officer (all Chief Executive’s);  F Carlin,
Head of Planning & Housing Services and O Reid, Head of Communities & Public 
Protection (both Communities, Housing & Planning Services);G Hutton, Head of 
Operations & Infrastructure and L Rennie, Operations Manager (both Environment & 
Infrastructure); and M Conaghan, Legal & Democratic Services Manager, T Slater, 
Senior Committee Services Officer and J Barron, Assistant Committee Services Officer 
(all Finance & Resources). 

Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest intimated prior to the commencement of the 
meeting. 

1 Climate Change Sub-Committee - Meeting Arrangements 

There was submitted a report by the Head of Policy and Commissioning regarding the 
meeting arrangements for the Climate Change Sub-committee. 

The report advised that, at its meeting on 16 September 2020, the Leadership Board 
agreed to establish a Sub-committee of the Board, which would provide oversight of the 
strategic actions being undertaken by the Council in response to the climate change 
emergency.  The report also outlined the remit, membership and meeting arrangements 
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for the Sub-committee, as agreed by the Leadership Board. 

It was proposed that, when required, the membership of the Sub-committee should be 
extended to include additional non-voting members.  It was further proposed that 
Councillor Hood be appointed as the Vice-chair of the Sub-committee. Both proposals 
were agreed. 

DECIDED: 

(a) That the remit of the Sub-committee, as agreed by the Leadership Board at its
meeting on 16 September 2020, be noted;

(b) That the membership of the Sub-committee should be extended to include additional
non-voting members when required; and

(c) That Councillor Hood be appointed as the Vice-chair of the Sub-committee, in line
with the agreed terms of reference.

2 Update on the Council's Response to the Climate Emergency 

There was submitted a report by the Head of Policy and Commissioning providing an 
update on the Council’s response to the climate emergency.

The report provided a summary of the work undertaken, to date, by the Council to respond 
to the climate emergency at a strategic level.  It outlined the work undertaken specifically 
by the Climate Emergency Working Group, following the declaration of a climate 
emergency by Renfrewshire Council in June 2019. 

The report also highlighted the key recommendations agreed by Council at its meeting 
on 27 February 2020 to respond to the climate emergency, and summarised the detailed 
actions approved at that time.  Whilst service level activities in relation to climate change 
had continued to be progressed in line with existing priorities, the report noted that, at 
strategic level, work on the climate change agenda had been paused due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. 

Following discussion on the appendix to the report, which outlined the key action plan, it 
was noted that the implementation of the pilot initiative to turn 75 local homes into low 
energy homes as set out in the 'Energy' section could not be taken forward at this time 
due to the costs involved.  It was proposed that the action set out in the ‘Waste’ section 
'to reduce unnecessary single use plastic use' be changed to 'to eliminate unnecessary 
single use plastic’. This was agreed.

There was further discussion on various issues, including improving awareness of 
recycling and promoting better use of Household Recycling Waste Centres, engagement 
with communities, clarity of the Carbon Offset Plan, the conservation of mature trees in 
relation to new housing developments and the importance of planning and the Local 
Development Plan. 

DECIDED: 

(a) That the update provided on the work undertaken, to date, by the Council to
strategically respond to the climate agenda be noted;
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(b) That the update on recent policy developments and the impact of Covid-19, outlined
in sections 4 and 5 the report, be noted;

(c) That the next steps for progressing the Council’s response to the climate emergency,
outlined in section 6 of the report, be agreed; and 

(d) That it be agreed that the action set out in the ‘Waste’ section in the Appendix 'to
reduce unnecessary single use plastic use' be changed to 'to eliminate unnecessary 
single use plastic’.

3 Public Bodies Climate Change Duties Reporting 2019/20 

There was submitted a report by the Director of Communities, Housing and Planning 
Services regarding the requirements of the Climate Change (Duties of Public Bodies: 
Reporting Requirements) (Scotland) Amendment Order 2020. 

The report advised that the Council was required to prepare an Annual Report, detailing 
progress in helping to mitigate and adapt to climate change.  Renfrewshire Council’s 
Public Bodies Climate Change Duties Report for 2019/20, which covered the period 1 
April 2019 to 31 March 2020, was appended to the report. 

DECIDED:  That Renfrewshire Council’s Public Bodies Climate Change Duties Report 
for 2019/20 be noted and referred to the Leadership Board for approval at its meeting on 
2 December 2020. 

4 Creation of Biodiversity Areas in Communities - Consultation Outcome 

Under reference to Item 4 of the Minute of the meeting of the Infrastructure, Land and 
Environment Policy Board held on 26 August 2020, there was submitted a report by the 
Director of Environment and Infrastructure relative to the outcome of the consultation on 
the creation of biodiversity areas in communities, which had been undertaken during 
August and September 2020. 

The Director of Environment and Infrastructure and Operations Manager also gave a 
presentation on the feedback from the consultation, the next steps that would be 
undertaken and future communication and engagement proposals.  Officers responded 
to members’ comments and questions.

DECIDED: 

(a) That the outcome of the consultation and support for the development of biodiversity
locations in Renfrewshire be noted;

(b) That the development of biodiversity areas in the locations that received 75% or more
positive support from communities over the next 3 years be endorsed; and

(c) That it be noted that regular updates on the creation of biodiversity panels and
proposals to develop wider biodiversity areas would be submitted to future meetings of
the Climate Change Sub-committee.
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