
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Notice of Meeting and Agenda 
Greener Renfrewshire Thematic Board 

 
 

Date Time Venue 

Monday, 09 November 2015 10:00 CMR 1, Council Headquarters, 
Renfrewshire House, Cotton Street, 
Paisley, PA1 1AN 

    
    
 

   

    
   

      Membership 
Councillors E Devine and Audrey Doig, O Reid, Lead Officer and Head 
of Public Protection, S MacDougall, Director of Community Resources; J 
Lynch, Head of Property, C Thorpe, Corporate Asset/Energy Manager, L 
Feely, Housing Investment Manager and S McMillan, Policy & 
Regeneration Manager (all Renfrewshire Council); I Cunningham, 
Engage Renfrewshire; A Fraser, FLAIR Representative; J Wilby, Forum 
for Empowering Communities; Ross Nimmo, Glasgow Airport; G Tarvit, 
Keep Scotland Beautiful; J Downie, Police Scotland; J Still, 
Renfrewshire Community Health Partnership; P Nelis, Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service; M MacLaren, Scottish Water; K Boag, SEPA; J  
Binning, Strathclyde Partnership for Transport; C Roxburgh, West of 
Scotland University; and C Devine, Zero Waste Scotland. 
 

  

  

      Chair 
Councillor E Devine. 
 

  

  

 
   

      Members of the Press and Public 
Members of the press and public wishing to attend the meeting should 
report to the customer service centre where they will be met and 
directed to the meeting. 
 

  

  

KENNETH GRAHAM 
Head of Corporate Governance 
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Items of business  
 
During consideration of the following items of business, the meeting will 
be open to the press and public.   

 

 

      Apologies 

Apologies from members. 
 

 

  

      Declarations of Interest 
Members are asked to declare an interest in any item(s) on the agenda 
and to provide a brief explanation of the nature of the interest. 
 

 

  

1 Minute of Previous Meeting 

Minute of Meeting held on 31 August, 2015. 
 

 

5 - 10 

2 Rolling Action Log 

Report by Director of Finance & Resources, Renfrewshire Council. 
 

 

11 - 12 

3 Progress Against Targets and Proposed Revisions to 
Single Outcome Agreement 
Report by Head of Public Protection, Community Resources, 
Renfrewshire Council. 
 

 

13 - 32 

4 Carbon Management Plan 

Presentation by the Carbon Management & Waste Reduction Sub-
Group. 
 

 

  

5 Greener Transport Sub-group Update on Progress 

Report by Greener Transport Sub-Group. 
 

 

33 - 38 

6 Spotlight on Forestry Commission 

Presentation by Forestry Commission. 
 

 

  

7 Vacant and Derelict Land Database 

Presentation by Sharon Marklow, Development & Housing Services, 
Renfrewshire Council. 
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8 Overview of Initiatives and Good Practice Examples 

Report by Head of Public Protection, Community Resources, 
Renfrewshire Council. 
 

 

39 - 46 

      PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL 

The following report is deemed Private & Confidential owing to the 
information contained within the application forms and Press and Public 
should be excluded. 
 

 

  

9 Stalled Spaces Scotland (to follow) 
 
 

 

  

10 Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Greener Renfrewshire Thematic Board will take 
place on Monday 1 February, 2015 at 10.00am within Renfrewshire 
House. 
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Minute of Meeting 
Greener Renfrewshire Thematic Board 

Date Time Venue 

Monday, 31 August 2015 10:00 Room P116, P Block, UWS, High Street, 
Paisley,       

PRESENT 

Councillors E Devine and Audrey Doig; O Reid, Lead Officer and Head of Public Protection: J 
Lynch, Head of Property; and C Thorpe, Corporate Asset/Energy Manager (all Renfrewshire 
Council); I Cunningham, Engage Renfrewshire; A Fraser, FLAIR Representative; J Still, 
Renfrewshire Community Health Partnership; and C Roxburgh, West of Scotland University. 
 

CHAIR 

Councillor E Devine, Chair, presided. 
 

IN ATTENDANCE 

A Armstrong-Walter, A Greig, S Jones, E Lorimer, J Brown and C MacDonald (all Renfrewshire 
Council); and B Kiloh SPT. 
 

APOLOGIES 

S MacDougall and L Feely (both Renfrewshire Council); J Wilby, Forum for Empowering 
Communities; Ross Nimmo, Glasgow Airport; G Tarvit, Keep Scotland Beautiful; J Downie, 
Police Scotland; P Nelis, Scottish Fire and Rescue Service; J Binning, Strathclyde Partnership 
for Transport; and C Devine, Zero Waste Scotland. 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 1
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DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no Declarations of Interest intimated. 
 

 
 
      

 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
The Convener intimated that he proposed to alter the order of business to facilitate the 
conduct of the meeting by considering item 7 of the agenda after item 3. 
 

 
 
1 

 
MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Greener Renfrewshire Thematic 
Board held on 3 June, 2015. 
 
DECIDED:  That the minute be approved. 
 

 
 
2 

 
ROLLING ACTION LOG 
 
The Rolling Action Log was submitted for approval. 
 
DECIDED:  That the Rolling Action Log be approved. 
 

 
 
3 

 
LOCAL GREEN NETWORK PROJECTS UPDATE - GREENER COMMUNITIES SUB 
GROUP 
 
Susan Jones gave a presentation relative to the Local Green Network projects which 
had the potential to improve the quality of the local environment by enhancing open 
space, accessibility, natural features and biodiversity.  
 
The presentation highlighted that the delivery of the Renfrewshire Local Green Network 
programme had been a great success and various projects which were cited in the 
slides had secured significant levels of external funding.  
 
After discussion Councillor Devine thanked Susan for her presentation. 
 
DECIDED:  That the presentation be noted. 
 

 
 
4 

 
UPDATE ON TACKLING POVERTY STRATEGY AND ACTION PLAN 
 
Annabelle Armstrong-Walter gave a presentation relative to the Tackling Poverty 
Strategy and Action Plan. 
 
The presentation gave the background to the development of the strategy and the 
launch of the report; outlined the timeline that was being followed; highlighted the key 
messages of the strategy and the priorities; summarised the key principles; and drew 
special attention to the fuel poverty actions. 
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After discussion Councillor Devine thanked Annabelle for the presentation. 
 
DECIDED:  That the presentation be noted.  
 

 
 
5 

 
RENFREWSHIRE TRANSPORT OUTCOMES REPORT 2015/16 
 
There was submitted a report by Strathclyde Partnership for Transport relative to 
Renfrewshire’s Transport Outcome Report (TOR). 
 
The report summarised the SPT activities and investments delivered in 2014/15. It also 
provided detailed information on the agreed SPT/Renfrewshire joint worksteams for 
2015/16 which included key issues; progress to date; and a look at the year ahead.  
 
The TOR highlighted the role of transport in achieving positive outcomes at the local 
level by noting the supporting relationship between the joint worksteams agreed 
between SPT and Renfrewshire and the local outcomes set out in the Single Outcome 
Agreement.  
 
DECIDED: That the contents of the report be noted.  
 

 
 
6 

 
CYCLING STRATEGY 
 
Elaine Lorimer gave a presentation relative to the cycling strategy for Renfrewshire. 
 
The presentation outlined the cycling strategy; looked at the objectives and how the 
Council engaged with people; defined the communication strategy and the findings of 
the survey which took place; summarised the action plan and and detailed the plans for 
expansion. 
 
After discussion Councillor Devine thanked Elaine for her presentation. 
 
DECIDED:  That the presentation be noted. 
 

 
 
7 

 
STALLED SPACES SCOTLAND UPDATE 
 
A report was submitted by the Head of Public Protection updating members on the 
Stalled Spaces Scotland applications. 
 
The report advised that one application had been received in the first round of funding 
following the June 2015 deadline.  The application, along with another four applications 
were tabled at the meeting: 

 Roar - Connections for Life, West End Community Centre  
 Paisley West & Central Community Council - West End Growing Grounds 

Association  
 I Am Me Scotland  
 Loud n Proud  
 West College Scotland - Paisley Campus  

After discussion, the Lead Officer asked that the stalled spaces applications be 
approved in principle with final details of level of award and content to be remitted to 
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Lead Office and Convener. It was agreed that that details would be confirmed at next 
meeting together with information on further award applications received. 
   
I Cunningham advised that Engage were currently in the process of discussing potential 
applications with six other community groups and would continue to work with them in 
the completion of their applications. 
 
DECIDED: 
 
(a)  That the applications be approved in principle with final details of level of award and 
content to be remitted to Lead Office and Convener and the details to be submitted to 
the next meeting together with information on further award applications received. 
 
(b)  That the report be noted. 
 

 
 
8(a) 

 
GREENER HOUSING SUB GROUP 
 
Adele Fraser presented a video to Members on energy advice to Renfrewshire 
residents.   
 
She advised that the video was jointly developed with the University of the West of 
Scotland and was in direct response to the Greener Renfrewshire Housing Sub Group 
action plan to develop an energy advice video for local residents with a clear 
Renfrewshire focus highlighting energy efficiency within the home linked to greener 
ways of living. 
 
She thanked everyone that had been involved in the development of the video and 
advised that it was now on Renfrewshire Council and Renfrewshire 2023 websites. 
 
Councillor Devine thanked Adele and everyone involved for their hard work and the 
production of a very professional video. 
 
DECIDED:  That the video presentation be noted. 
 

 
 
8(b) 

 
GREENER TRANSPORT SUB GROUP 
 
There was submitted a report by the Greener Renfrewshire Transport Sub Group. 
 
The report detailed the progress made by the Greener Transport sub group in achieving 
the high level priorities of the Greener Renfrewshire Thematic Board. The minute of the 
meeting of the sub group, which took place on 14th July 2015, was attached as an 
appendix to the report. 
 
DECIDED:  That the report be noted. 
 

 
 
8(c) 

 
GREENER COMMUNITIES SUB GROUP 
 
There was submitted a report by the Greener Communities Sub Group detailing the 
progress made in achieving the high level priorities of the Greener Renfrewshire 
Thematic Board. The minute of the meeting of the sub group, which took place on 23rd 
July 2015, was attached as an appendix to the report. 

Page 8 of 46



 
DECIDED:  That the report be noted. 
 

 
 
9 

 
SPOTLIGHT ON PARTNER 
 
A presentation was given by Claire Roxburgh, UWS highlighting the Green challenges 
facing the University.  The presentation outlined the plans for greener travel; the energy 
savings achieved; the proposals for disposing of waste; the plans for a community 
garden scheme; the difficulty of changing behaviours; and highlighted the plans for a 
sustainability hub. 
 
After discussion Councillor Devine thanked Claire for her presentation. 
 
DECIDED:  That the presentation be noted. 
 

 
 
10 

 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY IN RENFREWSHIRE HOUSE 
 
There was submitted a report by the Corporate Asset and Energy Manager relative to a 
survey which was conducted in July 2015 within Renfrewshire House to measure 
attitudes to energy usage, waste collection, recycling and travel-to-work. 
 
The survey was intended to provide baseline measurements of prevailing attitudes 
ahead of a promotional campaign to recruit Green Champions to help engage the wider 
staff group in energy efficient and other ‘green’ measures within the workplace.  
 
DECIDED:  That the report be noted. 
 

 
 
11 

 
OVERVIEW OF INITIATIVES AND GOOD PRACTICE EXAMPLES 
 
There was submitted a report by the Head of Public Protection which provided an 
overview of recent developments, initiatives and funding streams made available to 
Community Planning Partnerships in Scotland.  
 
DECIDED: That the report be noted. 
 

 
 
12 

 
ELECTRIC VEHICLE PRESENTATION 
 
A Greig delivered a presentation to the Board on the advantages of electric vehicles 
(EVs). 
 
He advised that the great environmental benefits of electromobility were clearly reflected 
in the low carbon emissions of the vehicles.  Cost modelling analysis showed that 
EVs had lower overall costs than conventionally fuelled vehicles; cheaper fuel costs; and 
lower operational and maintenance costs, when EVs were deployed correctly. 
 
He demonstrated the charging points and the quiet running of the vehicle which would 
be a benefit for operating in noise-restricted areas. 
 
DECIDED:  That the presentation and demonstration be noted. 
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To:   GREENER RENFREWSHIRE THEMATIC BOARD 

On:   09 NOVEMBER 2015 

Report by: Oliver Reid (Lead Officer) 
Head of Public Protection, Renfrewshire Council 

GREENER RENFREWSHIRE ‐ 
 PROGRESS AGAINST TARGETS AND 

PROPOSED REVISIONS TO SINGLE OUTCOME AGREEMENT 

1. Summary

1.1 The Greener Renfrewshire Thematic Board has responsibility for co‐ordinating and driving 

multi‐agency activity to ensure the achievement of the long term vision that: 

‘Renfrewshire will be a clean and attractive location, providing a healthy, inviting and 

pleasant environment in which to live, work and do business through the promotion of 

sustainable patterns of travel and development, the efficient management of energy and 

the treatment of waste as a valuable resource’ 

1.2 The Greener Renfrewshire element of the Single Outcome Agreement clearly sets out the 

agreed outcomes together with the one, three and ten year targets for each of the impact 

measures.  The performance reports presented in section 5 of this report show the 

progress which has been made on achieving the outcomes of the Greener Renfrewshire 

element of the Single Outcome Agreement. 

1.3 A number of revisions to the Greener Renfrewshire element of the Single Outcome 

Agreement were approved by the Board in a report submitted in December 2014.  Further 

revisions to the Single Outcome Agreement are detailed in section 4.2 of this report, for 

approval by the Board. 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 3
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2. Recommendations 
 
2.1  It is recommended that the Board 

 

 Agrees  the  proposed  changes  to  the  Greener  Renfrewshire  element  of  the  Single 

Outcome Agreement as detailed in section 4.2. 

 Notes the performance against impact measures as highlighted in sections 5 ‐ 8. 

 Agrees  the  performance  measures  being  used  to  support  delivery  of  the  headline 

indicators  included  in  the  Greener  Renfrewshire  element  of  the  Single  Outcome 

Agreement. 

 

3. Background 
 
3.1  Renfrewshire Community Planning Partnership is committed to ensuring that its resources 

are deployed wisely to achieve best value. An open and rigorous performance culture has 

been embedded within the partnership and promotes collective responsibility for 

achieving outcomes. Clear accountability and reporting is an important aspect of the 

approach. 

3.2. The Renfrewshire Community Plan/Single Outcome Agreement 2013‐2023 was approved 

by Renfrewshire Community Planning Partnership Board on 12 June 2013 and was 

subsequently ‘signed off’ by the Minister for Local Government and Planning in August 

2013. 

3.3. Following this, the Greener Thematic Board was established with responsibility for co‐

ordinating and driving multi‐agency activity to ensure that we achieve our long term vision 

that: ‘Renfrewshire will be a clean and attractive location, providing a healthy, inviting and 

pleasant environment in which to live, work and do business through the promotion of 

sustainable patterns of travel and development, the efficient management of energy and 

the treatment of waste as a valuable resource’. 

 

3.4. The Greener Renfrewshire Thematic Board has established four sub‐groups, each led by 

relevant partners and supported by key officers:‐ Greener Communities; Greener Housing; 

Greener Transport; and Carbon Management and Waste Reduction.  Meetings have been 

held at Barnbrock Farm in Clyde Muirshiel Park, Engage Renfrewshire, SPTE, Keep Scotland 

Beautiful HQ, Linstone Housing Association, Glasgow Airport, St Mirren Football Club and 

the University of the West of Scotland with relevant presentations from hosts and 

participants.  
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4. Proposed Revisions to the Single Outcome Agreement 
 

4.1  In 2013, when the Community Plan was agreed, there was limited awareness of the full 

range of activities and outcomes that might be achieved through the Greener 

Renfrewshire Thematic Board.  Significant progress has been made in developing a wider 

range of outcome measures and in better understanding the Greener agenda. This report 

contains details of the progress made on the headline measures, together with details of 

supporting indicators which provide more comprehensive information on the work which 

is ongoing to help deliver key impact measures agreed within the plan.  

 

4.2  A number of changes are proposed to the Single Outcome Agreement headline measures 

which reflect the success of the community planning partners in achieving the agreed 

outcomes, together with changes in Scottish Government guidance. The table below 

details the changes proposed: 

Impact Measure  Proposed change 

Reduction on the level of urban vacant and 
derelict land. 

Remove reference to the word ‘urban’ in the 
measure and change the baseline data from 
171 to 175 (for 2012/13) 

Reason for Revision 

The Scottish Vacant and Derelict Land Survey (SVDLS) is a survey undertaken to establish 
the extent and state of vacant and derelict land in Scotland.  

The main focus of the vacant and derelict land survey was recording the amount of ‘urban’ 
vacant and derelict land. This has been report to the Scottish Government annually since 
1988.  

However it is considered that this measure does not capture the extent or fully represent 
Renfrewshire’s Vacant and Derelict Land. The former Royal Ordnance Factory at 
Bishopton, the Former Merchiston Hospital site at Brookfield, the Former Teknek site at 
Howwood and the former traveller’s site at the Hurlet are not included with ‘urban’ 
vacant and derelict land.  

It is therefore considered that the ‘Impact Measure’ is altered from the  Reduction on the 
level of urban vacant and derelict land sites to Reduction on the level of vacant and 
derelict land sites to capture the true extent of the vacant and derelict land in 
Renfrewshire. The actual reduction in hectares will still be reported separately for urban 
and rural sites.        

Given that four sites have been added to the overall total of the vacant and derelict land, 
the targets have been adjusted accordingly.	
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Impact Measure  Proposed change 

% of the vehicle fleet which uses 
alternative fuels, such as electricity 

The current target is 5% by 2023 – increase 
to 20% by 2023 

Reason for Revision 

The 5% target will be achieved by the end of 2015/16 and it is anticipated that the 
introduction of further electric vehicles over the coming years will enable this challenging 
target to be met. This may require to be reviewed again in future depending on any 
advances made in the technology around electric vehicles. 

	

Impact Measure  Proposed change 

Increase in the percentage of social 
housing that meets the Home Energy 
Efficiency Standard by 2020. 

Change to ‘ The percentage of social housing 
in Renfrewshire which meets the EESSH 2020 
milestone’ 

Reason for Revision 

Data for this indicator is due to be reported to the Scottish Housing Regulator, for the first 
time, at the end of 2015/16, when baseline data will be established. The 10 year target 
remains at 100% but interim targets will be set once the baseline data has been 
established. 

	

Impact Measure  Proposed change 

Increase in the percentage of properties 
that meet the National Home Energy 
Ratings target 

Change to ‘The percentage of social housing 
properties in Renfrewshire which meet the 
National Home Energy Ratings target’ 

Reason for Revision 

This is purely a change to the wording of the indicator, for the avoidance of doubt that it is 
the actual percentage of properties that meet the National Home Energy Ratings target 
which is reported, rather than that the increase in the percentage. 

	
	

4.3	 Subject to the approval of these changes, the lead officers of the four sub groups of the 
Greener Renfrewshire Thematic Board will agree revised 1, 3 and 5 year targets for each 
of the priority measures, together with an action plan on how these are to be achieved. 
These revised targets and associated action plans will be submitted to the next meeting of 
the Board.	
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5. Progress on Sub Groups’ Key Activities 
 

5.1  Regular reports on progress of the ongoing work carried out by each of the four sub 

groups are submitted to the Thematic Board. A comprehensive scorecard of supporting 

indicators has been created for each of the sub groups, detailing the progress achieved on 

delivery of the high impact measures as detailed on the Greener Renfrewshire element of 

the Single Outcome Agreement.  

 

5.2. Greener Communities 

 

5.2.1. The Greener Communities sub‐group is led by John Wilby (Forum for Empowering 

Communities) and supported by Iain Cunningham (Engage Renfrewshire).  Its main aim 

is to work with partners and community groups to develop and manage sustainable and 

vibrant local communities. Where appropriate, this includes promoting asset transfer by 

lease or sale to viable community organisations and looking at local projects to grow, 

reuse and use food and other materials sourced locally with communities. A significant 

development during 2015/16 has been the funding received from Architecture & Design 

Scotland for the Stalled Spaces initiative to develop vacant and derelict town centre 

sites across Renfrewshire, whilst building and developing community engagement 

 

 
5.2.2. Greener Communities Performance Scorecard 

 

Urban Vacant and Derelict Land Sites 

Headline indicator  Status 
Baseline 
data 

(2012/13) 

2014/15  2014/15  Next 

Target Value  Target 

Reduction on the number of vacant and derelict land 
sites.   

175  168  170  167 

Supporting data 

Reduction on the level of urban vacant and derelict land. 
(Hectares)   

239  228  230  225 

Reduction on the level of rural vacant and derelict land. 
(Hectares)   

717  684  695  678 

Number of projects delivered in stalled spaces across 
Renfrewshire 

New from 2015/16  7 

Amount of funding allocated to stalled spaces projects 
across Renfrewshire 

New from 2015/16  £10,000 

	
	 	

Page 17 of 46



	

	

	

Progress update 

The development take‐up of vacant and derelict land for 2014/15 was 27ha, comprising 16ha of urban vacant and derelict 
land and 11ha of derelict rural land at the former Royal Ordnance Factory / Community Growth  Area at Bishopton.  This 
represented a net decrease of 15ha when taking account of development and land falling out of use (new sites and increases 
in the size of existing sites).    

Community Resources have received £10,000 funding from Architecture & Design Scotland for the Stalled Spaces programme 
(a further £10,000 in match funding will be provided by the Council).  The programme aims to target un‐used or under‐used 
spaces, particularly in urban areas.  The aim is to fund 7 ‐ 10 projects, where it is anticipated that the majority of projects 
funded will be in the region of £2,000 with some larger projects funded up to £5,000.  The fund opened in April 2015 
and each round of applications will be judged at each meeting of the Greener Thematic Board. 

Two Stalled Spaces community engagement events were held during May 2015 at the offices of Engage Renfrewshire.  
Representatives from Architecture & Design Scotland attended these events together with community group members for 
existing Stalled Spaces projects across the country. A presentation was delivered by officers from Glasgow City Council where 
the programme has been running for a number of years.  Targeted invitations were issued to members of Engage 
Renfrewshire, environmental community groups, the Growing Grounds forum, education establishments (UWS and West 
College Scotland) as well as theatre groups (PACE, Starlight, etc). A separate report has been submitted to this report 
providing an update on the progress of the Stalled Spaces programme. 

	
	
	

Renfrewshire Green Network 

Headline indicator  Status 
Baseline 
data 

(2012/13) 

2014/15  2014/15  Next 

Target Value  Target 

The quality, quantity and diversity of the Renfrewshire 
Green Network   

100  n/a  n/a  110 

Supporting data 

The number of projects delivered to enhance 
Renfrewshire's Green Network   

12  10  8  10 

% of Renfrewshire residents satisfied with local 
greenspaces   

66% 
71% 

(2013/14 
data) 

tbc  tbc 

Progress update 

The quality, quantity and diversity of the Renfrewshire Green Network was measured through a Green Network Indicator 
Report carried out at the end of 2013 by the Glasgow & Clyde Valley Green Network Partnership – this exercise will be 
repeated late 2016/early 2017.. Over the last 5 years a total of 62 projects have been delivered across Renfrewshire to 
enhance Renfrewshire’s Green Network. 
 
Some of the projects completed during 2014/15 include the Grand Fountain Restoration project; Phase 4 of the Linwood 
Lade Project; and Saucelhill Park lighting NCN route. A detailed report on the Local Green Network projects will be submitted 
to the next meeting of the Greener Renfrewshire Thematic Board. 
 
The Scottish Household Survey measures the satisfaction level of residents with local greenspaces – Renfrewshire has 
achieved an increase in satisfaction levels of 5% in the most recently published data. 
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Developing Community Engagement 

Supporting indicators  Status 
Baseline 
data 

(2013/14) 

2014/15  2014/15  Next 

Target Value  Target 

'Pride in Renfrewshire'‐ number of residents who have 
signed the Greener Pledge   

n/a  100  100  500  

Supporting Young Reporters for the Environment 
 

n/a  n/a 
Gather 
interest 

All 
secondary 
schools 

participating

Conducting audit of community groups 
 

n/a  n/a  n/a 
Completion 

during 
2015/16 

Progress update 

Residents have been asked to make a Greener Pledge at various Your Community events including the Community 
Resources Showcase held in October 2014. The representatives from the Greener Communities sub‐group will publicise the 
pledge to their members and representatives to ensure the target of 500 is achieved. An email newsletter is being 
developed and will be issued in line with Local Area Committee meeting cycles. 
 
Several secondary schools in Renfrewshire have signed up to the Young Reporters for the Environment programme. 
Discussions have been held with Keep Scotland Beautiful and West College Scotland have agreed to be involved. 
 
The Audit of Community Groups is underway with the purpose of gathering information on core Greener community 
groups, their current activity and future plans for Greener developments. The information gathered will be presented to the 
board once completed. 
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5.3 Greener Transport 

5.3.1 The Greener Transport sub group is led by Ross Nimmo (Glasgow Airport) and 

supported by Scott Allan (Renfrewshire Council). Partners involved in the sub‐group 

have agreed to work towards infrastructure improvements which provide realistic and 

affordable alternatives to car use. These include introduction of alternative fuel 

vehicles, new walking, cycling and bus routes, and community bus schemes. A separate 

report has been submitted to this Board detailing the progress which has been made by 

the Greener Transport sub‐group. 

 

5.3.2 The scorecard of indicators at section 6.3 provides detail of the supporting measures 

which are helping the sub group achieve the high level impact measures on the Single 

Outcome Agreement. Due to the success of the introduction of electric vehicles to 

Renfrewshire Council’s fleet it has been agreed that the 10 year target of 5% of the 

vehicle fleet utilising alternative fuels such as electricity be increased to 20%. 

 
5.3.3 Greener Transport Performance Scorecard 

 

Percentage of Vehicle Fleet which uses Alternative Fuels 

Headline indicator  Status 
Baseline 
data 

(2013/14) 

2014/15  2014/15 
Next 
Target Value  Target 

% of the vehicle fleet which uses alternative fuels, such 
as electricity   

0.8% 
(2011/12) 

3.6%  2.25%  5% 

Supporting data 

Number of electric vehicles in Renfrewshire Council 
vehicle fleet   

5  15  15  22 

Number of electric vehicle charging points in place 
across Renfrewshire (Council/CPP)   

n/a  18  n/a  26 

Number of privately installed electric vehicle charging 
points across Renfrewshire   

n/a  57  n/a  60 

Number of vehicle charges carried out at Renfrewshire 
CPP electric vehicle charging points   

1,158  1,332  n/a  1,900 

Kw of electricity used at Renfrewshire CPP electric 
vehicle charging points   

8,939  11,100  n/a  16,000 

Progress update 

The percentage of the vehicle fleet which uses alternative fuels, such as electricity was below target over the first 2 years of 
the Community Plan. During 2014/15, a further 12 electric vehicles were purchased as part of the overall vehicle 
replacement programme, bringing the total number of electric vehicles to 15, exceeding the target of 2.25%.  The purchase 
of further electric vehicles is planned throughout 2015/16 and this will result in electric vehicles making up more than 5% 
of the vehicle fleet, exceeding the 10 year target set. Due to this ongoing increase in the number electric vehicles in 
Renfrewshire Council’s vehicle fleet, it has been agreed to change the 2023 target to 20% of the vehicle fleet which uses 
alternative fuels, such as electricity. 
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As well as the increase in the number of electric vehicles in the fleet, there are currently 18 electric vehicle charging points 
in place across Renfrewshire, which have been installed through the Community Planning Partnership. A further 8 charging 
points are planned during 2015/16, bringing the total to 26.  A consultation which has been held with local business and 
employers has revealed that there are 57 privately installed electric vehicle charging points for use by employees and 
visitors with 15 of these available for public use. 
 
A new Transport Scotland electric vehicles initiative will continue during 2015/16. The project offers free, evidence based 
analysis of public sector fleets to identify new opportunities for the cost effective deployment of electric vehicles. We have 
approached Transport Scotland regarding the availability of any further funding streams for the purchase of further 
vehicles or installations of charging points and await their response. 

 
 
 

CO2 Emissions from the Public Vehicle fleet 

Headline measure  Status 
Baseline 
data 

(2013/14) 

2014/15  2014/15  Next 

Target Value  Target 

Amount of CO² emitted by the public vehicle fleet 
 

3,523  3,570  3,450  3,170 

Supporting data 

Total CO2 emissions from Renfrewshire Council staff 
business mileage   

516  527  n/a  n/a 

Progress update 

The CO2 emissions from Renfrewshire Council’s fleet are calculated based on fuel usage. Additional driver training has been 
provided and rev limiters installed to promote more efficient driving. These measures, together with the introduction of 
electric vehicles to the council fleet should enable the achievement of the long term targets.  
 
Around 7% of all diesel used by Renfrewshire Council fleet is bio‐diesel which also helps reduce emissions. 

 

Air Quality Management Areas within Renfrewshire 

Headline indicator  Status 
Baseline 
data 

(2012/13) 

2014/15  2014/15  Next 

Target Value  Target 

Number of air quality management areas within 
Renfrewshire   

1  1  1  1 

Supporting data 

% of air quality monitoring sites which exceed nitrogen 
dioxide limits   

New from 2015/16  22% 

Air quality – nitrogen dioxide value of sites exceeding 
limits   

New from 2015/16  46 

Progress update 

New indicators have been created for 2015/16 to measure the nitrogen dioxide levels at the air quality measuring sites 
across Renfrewshire.  There is a network of passive diffusion tubes across Renfrewshire which, on a monthly basis, are 
refreshed with the exposed tubes being taken to Glasgow Scientific Services for analysis. The analytical data is collated and 
on an annual basis the information is ratified by specialist advisors to the Scottish Government.  The targets which have 
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Air Quality Management Areas within Renfrewshire 

Headline indicator  Status 
Baseline 
data 

(2012/13) 

2014/15  2014/15  Next 

Target Value  Target 

been set for 2015/16 for these new indicators reflect what are acceptable levels of nitrogen dioxide (NO2). 

The environmental improvements team has finalised the Local Air Quality Management progress report for 2014.  Further 
detailed investigation of Renfrew and Johnstone Town Centres, as well as some residential areas that bound the M8 
motorway is required.  Work is currently underway with specialist advisers to undertake the required work.  The next step 
will be to carry out modelling work to assist in identifying measures to continue to improve air quality in town centres. 
 
Work is ongoing to change the sequencing of the traffic lights on the one way system in Paisley town centre to improve the 
traffic flow and reduce the number of stationery vehicles, therefore reducing emissions. 

We have been successful in obtaining government funding of £35,000 for use in our work to improve air quality within 
Renfrewshire.  £10,000 of this is to be used for monitoring equipment and meetings are underway to decide on a project 
which can be funded by the remainder of the grant, which will have an impact on air quality in Renfrewshire. 

 
 

Reduction in the Number of Car Journeys to School 

Headline indicator  Status 
Baseline 
data 

(2012/13) 

2014/15  2014/15  Next 

Target Value  Target 

% Reduction in car journeys to school 
 

22%  20.5%  19.6%  18.4% 

Supporting data 

Number of Renfrewshire schools participating in the 
Bikeability cycle training scheme   

n/a  18  n/a  60 

Km of new cycle route created in Renfrewshire 
 

n/a  tbc  tbc  1.5 

Progress update 

The percentage of children who travelled to Renfrewshire's Primary and Secondary schools by car in 2014 was 20.5% which 
is slightly less than the previous year, with almost 60% of children either walking  or cycling.  This data is taken from the 
annual Sustrans National Hands‐up Survey which takes place in September of each year. We also encourage walk to school 
weeks and other individual schemes in schools which fit into health and eco schools projects.  

We co‐ordinate the Bikeability cycle training scheme with around 20 schools participating each year. It is hoped this scheme 
will encourage more children to cycle to school. The target is to ensure all 49 primary and 11 secondary schools across 
Renfrewshire participate in the scheme. 
 
Plans are in place for the creation of a new cycle route between Renfrew and Inchinnan as part of the City Deal project. 
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Increased use of Public Transport 

Supporting data  Status 
Baseline 
data 

(2013/14) 

2014/15  2014/15  Next 

Target Value  Target 

Bus route enhancements – number of bus boarders 
installed across Renfrewshire   

11  17  n/a  tbc 

WORKBUS Scheme – number of employment sites 
identified to pilot the scheme   

3  3  n/a  5 

Generate a 20% reduction in car travel by year 10 at 
specifically  identified major employment locations   

n/a  tbc  n/a 
5% 

reduction 

Progress update 

At the end of 2014/15 a total of 17 bus boarders were in place across Renfrewshire. Priority has been given to the major 
routes: Glasgow/Linwood and Glasgow/Renfrew. A further 4 bus boarders are planned for Erskine during 2015/16. These 
are funded through the SPT grant for public transport infrastructure.  

The group are identifying the top 10 journey generating employers and developing a co‐ordinated suite of green travel 
plans and pilot WORKBUS schemes to deliver a 5% reduction in car travel by year 3 and 20% reduction by year 10. 

Plans to identify the top five journey generating employment sites, collect staff travel to work data and use it together with 
existing data to evaluate the potential for a pilot WORKBUS scheme. 

Leap Car Club is the first community car club in Renfrewshire which gives you a car just when you need it. It is a not for 
profit car club providing fuel efficient cars in Lochwinnoch and Bridge of Weir, including local charging points in 
Lochwinnoch. 

 

 

5.4 Greener Housing 

 

5.4.1 The Greener Housing sub‐group is led by Adele Fraser (Linstone Housing Association) 

and supported by Louise Feely (Renfrewshire Council). The strategy’s main objective is 

to make homes as energy efficient and as well insulated as possible by delivering 

programmes like the Scottish Housing Quality Standard. Partners are working together 

to promote and support energy efficiency and renewable technologies to combat fuel 

poverty. 
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5.4.2 Greener Housing Performance Scorecard 

 

Fuel Poverty 

Headline indicator  Status 
Baseline 
data 

(2012/13)

2014/15  2014/15  Next 

Target Value  Target 

The percentage of households in Renfrewshire which are 
experiencing fuel poverty is 5% below than the Scottish average   

29% 
This is the most up to date data 
and a target of 5% below the 
national average has been agreed 

Supporting data 

Number of visits undertaken to Renfrewshire residents to 
provide domestic energy advice   

n/a  336  tbc  tbc 

Value of financial savings on fuel costs achieved for 
Renfrewshire residents   

n/a  £87,858  tbc  tbc 

Progress update 

The data relating to fuel poverty is extracted from the Scottish House Condition Survey which is published by the Scottish 
Government on an annual basis. Renfrewshire Council aims to achieve a score of 5% below the national average.  In 2012/13 
the Scottish national average showed that 36% of households were experiencing fuel poverty. 
 
The Connect 4 Renfrewshire Project ‐ led by FLAIR, RAMH, Credit Unions and Renfrewshire Council ‐ offers tenants and 
factored owners, access to advice and information, from a range of services including help with energy advice, furniture, 
budgeting and support.   
 
The LEAP project which covers the communities of Lochwinnoch, Kilbarchan, Howwood and Bridge of Weir  has completed 
more than 600 Home Energy Checks in local homes including more than 200 draught and thermal imaging tests. This resulted 
in energy efficiency measures being installed in almost 250 homes (including  loft, wall or floor insulation, draft‐proofing, 
double glazing) and green energy measures being installed in 19 homes (photovoltaic panels, solar thermal panels, air or 
ground source heat pumps, wood fuelled heating systems etc.) 
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Properties Meeting the National Home Energy Ratings Target 

Headline indicator  Status 
Baseline 
data 

(2012/13)

2013/14  2013/14  Next 

Target Value  Target 

% of social housing properties in Renfrewshire which meet the 
National Home Energy Ratings target   

tbc  88.6%  tbc  100% 

Supporting data 

Percentage of Renfrewshire Council properties at or above the 
appropriate NHER (National Home Energy Rating) or SAP 
(Standard Assessment Procedure) ratings specified in element 
35 of the SHQS, as at 31 March each year. 

 
tbc  85.1%  tbc  100% 

Progress update 

Progress to 31 March 2014:  
Renfrewshire Council: 85.1%  
Linstone HA: 94.5% 
Williamsburgh HA: 100% 
Bridgewater HA: 99.3% 
Paisley South HA: 93.7% 
Ferguslie Park HA: 91.9% 
It is expected that Renfrewshire Council will achieve full compliance for the stock by 2015 except within the following key 
circumstances:  
(i)            Where it is not technically feasible to carry out the work  
(ii)           Where it has not been possible to achieve the necessary level of owner support.  
(iii)          Where access has been refused by the tenant.  
The Scottish Government has recognised these areas within a structure of exemptions and abeyances. In categories (ii) for 
example the Council would be expected to attempt to coordinate work should there be future changes of ownership, whilst 
in category (iii) the work could be carried out during the next void period. 

The data for 2014/15 will be available later in the year. 

 

 

Social Housing which meets the Home Energy Efficiency Standard 

Headline indicator  Status 
Baseline 
data  

2014/15  2014/15  Next 

Target Value  Target 

The percentage of social housing in Renfrewshire which meets 
the EESSH 2020 milestone   

Not yet 
available 

tbc  tbc  tbc 

Supporting data 

Number of Renfrewshire council properties in which energy 
efficiency measures were delivered through the Home Energy 
Efficiency Programme for Scotland: Area Based Schemes 

  n/a  1,013  1,037  1,413 
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Progress update 

Data for this indicator is due to be reported to the Scottish Housing Regulator, for the first time, at the end of 2015/16, when 
baseline data will be established. The 10 year target remains at 100% but interim targets will be set once the baseline data 

has been established. 
Funding of £2,056,339 was awarded for qualifying projects within the Renfrewshire Council area for 2014/2015 under the 
HEEPS:ABS programme targeting 1,037 properties across Renfrewshire Council, Linstone Housing Association, Bridgewater 
Housing Association and Williamsburgh Housing Association to have efficiency measures delivered. The current projected 
completion number  for the 2014/2015 programme is 1,013 although there may be some final variations as the funding from 

the Scottish Government allows committed work to carry forward into 2015/16 as long as its spent by 30 September. For 
2015/16, funding of £3,920,725 has been awarded to support owner participation in council and partner projects within the 
Renfrewshire area. This will enable energy efficiency measures to be delivered in 1,413 homes. 
A new standard is currently under consultation by the Scottish Government – REEPS (Regulation of Energy Efficiency in the 
Private Sector). Once this process is implemented a target will be set to ensure all houses sold in Scotland meet level C. 

	
	
	

Scottish Housing Quality Standard 

Headline indicator  Status 
Baseline 
data 

(2012/13)

2014/15  2014/15  Next 

Target Value  Target 

% of social housing properties in Renfrewshire which meet the 
Scottish Housing Quality Standard   

30.02%  87.3%  100%  100% 

Supporting data 

% of Renfrewshire Council housing stock which meets the 
Scottish Housing Standard   

32.3%  84.5%  100%  100% 

Progress update 

Taking abeyances and exemptions into account, the Council was 100% compliant with SHQS by the end of March 2015. 
(84.5% achieved SHQS, 15.5% in abeyance).  
Over 10,000 homes have received new kitchens, bathrooms and rewiring. Over 6,500 homes have had new heating systems 
installed. Almost 3,500 tenants have benefitted from external work such as new roofs, rendering, guttering, downpipes, over‐
cladding and door entry systems.  
1,000 owners in common blocks have also benefitted by sharing the cost of major improvements in buildings and blocks of 
flats where properties are owned by both the council and individual owners  

Progress for all social housing across Renfrewshire to 31 March 2015:  
Renfrewshire Council: 84.5%  
Linstone HA: 74.5% 
Williamsburgh HA: 100% 
Bridgewater HA: 97.3% 
Paisley South HA: 99.8% 
Ferguslie Park HA: 98.9% 
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5.5 Carbon Management and Waste Reduction 

 

5.5.1 The Carbon Management and Waste Reduction group is led by Craig Thorpe 

(Renfrewshire Council) and supported by Karen Anderson (Renfrewshire Council). The 

sub‐group will contribute to the delivery of Scotland’s Zero Waste Plan and work with 

partners to meet the challenging waste minimisation, recycling and diversion targets. 

Partners will work towards reducing carbon and greenhouse gas emissions by 

promoting good quality sustainable development, and improving the efficiency of our 

public space lighting. 

 

5.5.2 Carbon Management and Waste Reduction Performance Scorecard 

 

CO2 Emissions from Public Buildings 

Headline measure  Status 
Baseline 
data 

(2012/13)

2014/15  2014/15  Next 

Target Value  Target 

Total CO2 emissions (tonnes) from public buildings 
 

29,114  25,480  28,247  26,566 

Supporting data 

CO2 emissions (tonnes) from public buildings caused by 
electricity usage   

12,505  11,663  12,428  12,286 

CO2 emissions (tonnes) from public buildings caused by gas 
usage   

14,479  12,251  14,026  13,431 

CO2 emissions (tonnes) from public buildings caused by water 
usage   

395  431  393  352 

CO2 emissions (tonnes) from public buildings caused by oil 
usage   

1,735  1,135  1,401  498 

Progress update 

A refreshed Carbon Management Plan for 2014‐2020 was approved at the Planning and Property Policy Board in November 
2014.  The baseline data of 25,336 tonnes which was originally published in the Community Plan for 2012/13 was 
recalculated as part of this process, resulting in a revised baseline figure of 29,114 tonnes of CO2 emissions from public 
buildings in 2012/13.  
An energy saving solar voltaic programme was completed during 2014/15 in the premises listed below which realised CO2 
reductions of more than 61,000kg and total annual financial savings of more than £35,600. 

 Castlehead High School 

 Gryffe High School 

 Johnstone High School 

 Trinity High School 

 Renfrew High School 

 Park Mains High School 

 St James’ Primary School 

 Johnstone town Hall 

 Hunterhill Care Home 

 Montrose Care Home 

 Renfrew Care Home 

 Weavers Linn Respite Unit 
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Some of the projects completed during 2015/16 include biomass boilers beign installed in St Anthony’s and Bridge of Weir 
Primary Schools and theinstallation of solar voltaic panels at: 

 Houston Primary School 

 St Fillan’s Primary School 

 Ralston Primary School 

 Heriot Primary School 

 St Charles’ Primary School 

 St Mary’s Primary School 

 St Peter’s Primary School 

 West Primary School 

 Williamsburgh Primary School 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                    

CO2 per capita 

Headline measure  Status 
Baseline 
data 

(2012/13) 

2014/15  2014/15  Next 

Target Value  Target 

Reduce CO2 per capita 
 

10.94 
(1990 Scottish 

average) 

7.1       
(2013 data) 

7.26       
(2013 data) 

7.1 

Supporting data 

% Reduction in overall CO2 emissions for Renfrewshire Council 
(CMP 2014‐2020)   

n/a  14.1%  2.3%  6% 

Total CO2 emissions for Renfrewshire Council (tonnes) (CMP 
2014‐2020)   

53,514  45,975  52,300  50,277 

Progress update 

The target for this indicator is based on a 42% reduction on the baseline figure of 10.94 tonnes of CO2 per capita which is 
based on the Scottish national average of 55.6 Mt CO2e from 1990 data (report can be found here: 
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2014/06/5527/downloads#res452106).  Population figure used for calculation is the 
mid year estimate for 1990 which is 5,081,270 (National Records Scotland)  

Renfrewshire's CO2 emissions per capita for 2013 was 7.1 tonnes compared to the Scottish average of 6.6 tonnes. Over the 
past few years Renfrewshire has been consistently higher than the Scottish average but has followed the same trend. This 
data was published by the Scottish Government in June 2015.  
The nature of emission inventories is such that improvements to data collection or estimation techniques will inevitably 
lead to some revisions of historical data. Therefore, it is not appropriate to use data from previous reports and compare 
them with the figures in this report, without taking account of any changes to either the emission estimation methodology 
or the source data.  

The data is published annually on the Scottish Government’s website on their Scottish Greenhouse Gas Emissions report. 
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CO2 Emissions from Public Space Lighting 

Headline measure  Status 
Baseline 
data 

(2013/14) 

2014/15  2014/15  Next 

Target Value  Target 

Reduce the amount of CO² emitted from public space lighting. 
 

7,460 
(2011/12) 

7,778  6,980  6,720 

Supporting data 

Total number of public street lighting columns in Renfrewshire 
 

30,915   30,882  n/a  n/a 

Number of public street lighting columns in Renfrewshire which 
are LED   

97   97  n/a  2,000 

% of street lighting columns in Renfrewshire which are LED 
 

0.3%   0.3%  n/a  5% 

Progress update 

The increase in the CO² emissions from the baseline of 7,460 tonnes in 2011/12 to 7,778 tonnes in 2014/15 can be 
explained by a number of new housing developments across the authority. From the end of 2014, all planning approvals for 
new housing developments make it compulsory for developers to install low consumption energy lamps. 
 
Renfrewshire Council’s street lighting improvement strategy for the replacement of existing street lanterns with LEDs was 
approved by Renfrewshire Council in June 2015. This strategy will improve the quality of light and reduce energy and 
maintenance costs and involves the establishment of a capital investment programme, estimated at £11m to fund delivery 
of the strategy by the end of financial year 2016/17.  
 

 
 

Waste Reduction 

Headline measure  Status 
Baseline 

data (2012)

2014  2014  Next 

Target Value  Target 

% of all waste collected which is landfilled 
 

56.1%  31.5%  36%  36% 

% of household waste sent to landfill without prior  treatment 
 

47.3%  11.5%  36%  36% 

% of household waste recycled 
 

40.9%  46.6%  52%  52% 

Supporting data 

Tonnage of household residual waste collected (grey bin) 
 

41,141  33,798  n/a  tbc 

Tonnage of biodegradable household waste which is landfilled 
 

29,127  16,043  n/a  tbc 

Tonnes of household waste sent to landfill without prior 
treatment   

38,967  9,335  n/a  tbc 

Tonnage of household waste collected by Renfrewshire Council 
which is ultimately landfilled   

46,234  25,465  n/a  tbc 

Tonnage of food waste collected across Renfrewshire 
 

0  2,995  n/a  tbc 
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Tonnage of household waste which is sent to Energy from Waste
 

4,293  24,556  n/a  tbc 

Tonnage of household mixed recyclate which was ultimately 
recycled   

8,999  14,621  n/a  tbc 

Tonnage of all waste collected in Renfrewshire which was 
composted   

9,342  9,765  n/a  tbc 

Progress update 

Progress has been made on reducing the percentage of all waste collected which is landfilled with a significant reduction in 
2014 to 31.5%, as shown in the table below, achieving the interim target set of 36%. It is anticipated that, with the 
implementation of the Clyde Valley Residual Waste Solution initiative by December 2019, the 10 year target will be 
achieved.  
 
The % of household waste which has been recycled has improved from the baseline data, although it should be noted that 
we have limited control over the national targets which have been set . The nature of our council area, our housing stock 
and the demographics of Renfrewshire are contributing factors in the achievement of these challenging targets.  (It should 
be noted that SEPA now report on calendar year data which is reflected in the LGBF data publication).  
The supporting data for this waste reduction impact measure shows an ongoing reduction in the amount of waste collected, 
together with significant reductions in the amount of waste ultimately landfilled. During 2014 there was a significant 
increase in the amount of household waste diverted from landfill which was sent to Energy from Waste – this element of 
diversion from landfill will be incorporated in new contractual negotiations.  The graph below shows how Renfrewshire has 
performed over the past 4 years in comparison with the Scottish average. 
 
 
 

 
 

   

34%

36%

38%

40%

42%

44%

46%

48%

2011 2012 2013 2014

% of household waste recycled

Renfrewshire

Scotland Average
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6.  Resources 
 

6.1  The Greener Renfrewshire Thematic Board has responsibility for the distribution of the 
£20,000 funding in respect of the Stalled Spaces programme. 

 

7. Prevention 
 
7.1  The work undertaken through the Greener Renfrewshire Thematic Board helps achieve 

the sustainability of natural resources across Renfrewshire. 

 
8. Community Involvement/Engagement 
 
8.1  The four sub groups within the Greener Renfrewshire Thematic Board involve 

representatives from the Community Planning Partners.  
 
8.2  An audit of community groups has been carried out to establish activities being carried 

out across the community which contribute towards the priority outcomes of the 
Greener Renfrewshire element of the Single Outcome Agreement. 

 

 

 

Author:  Oliver Reid, Lead Officer, Tel 0141 618 7352  

Email:    oliver.reid@renfrewshire.gcsx.gov.uk 
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To:   GREENER RENFREWSHIRE THEMATIC BOARD 

On:   09 NOVEMBER 2015 

Report by: 
Greener Transport Sub‐Group 

GREENER TRANSPORT SUB‐GROUP UPDATE ON PROGRESS 

1. Summary

1.1  This report details the progress made by the Greener Transport sub‐group in 
achieving the high level priorities of the Greener Renfrewshire Thematic Board. The 
minute of the meeting of the sub group, which took place on 22nd September 2015, 
is attached as an appendix to this report. 

2. Recommendations

2.1  It is recommended that the Greener Thematic Board notes the update on progress of 
the Greener Transport Sub‐Group. 

3. Background

3.1  To ensure the main aims, objectives and priorities of the Greener Renfrewshire 
Thematic Board are achieved, it was agreed to create sub groups to focus on the 
four workstreams of the Board: Greener Communities; Greener Transport; Greener 
Housing; and Carbon Management and Waste Reduction.  

3.2  The Greener Transport sub‐group was established earlier this year led by Ross 
Nimmo of Glasgow Airport and assisted by Scott Allan, Head of Amenity Services at 
Renfrewshire Council. The first meeting of the group was held in May 2015 when it 
was agreed that the purpose of the group was to come together to ensure the 
community planning partners and community groups work in collaboration, ensuring 
improved communication and information sharing takes place to help achieve the 
priority outcomes and impact measures of the Greener Renfrewshire Thematic Board.  

AGENDA ITEM NO. 5
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4. Sub Group Meeting Summary 
 

4.1  Around 30 Renfrewshire Council drivers recently received cycling awareness 
training to help raise awareness of the dangers faced by cyclists on Renfrewshire’s 
roads. Details of this training has been publicised on the Renfrewshire 2023 website 
to encourage community planning partners to participate to help improve road 
safety for cyclists. 

 
4.2  Discussions took place regarding car sharing projects across Renfrewshire to 

determine if these could be linked to the employability agenda. It was agreed that a 

representative from the Local Energy Action Plan (LEAP) to be invited along to the 

next meeting to discuss the success of the LEAP Car Club. It was also agreed that 

details of the Journeyshare/Liftshare scheme, which is in place in Glasgow Airport 

and Renfrewshire Council be added to Renfrewshire 2023 website to ensure it is 

shared with all Community Planning Partners. 

 

4.2 An update on the provision of a community bus service within Renfrewshire was 

discussed. SPT have agreed to provide two 16 seater buses for use in the local area 

and a local 3rd sector organisation has agreed to take on the project. This service 

will provide a bus service to community organisations as well as liaising with local 

employers with the aim of reducing the number of individual car journeys to work 

across Renfrewshire. Initial contact will be made to offer a service for Glasgow 

Airport employees whose shifts start and finish outwith the times when public 

transport is available. Once the project is up and running it is planned to identify 

further local employers who could benefit from the service. 

4.3 The next sub‐group meeting is scheduled to be held on 15th December 2015 when a 

revised action plan will be agreed and submitted to the next meeting of the Board.. 

 

5. Community Involvement/Engagement 
 
5.1  The community groups which are represented at the Greener Transport sub‐group 

are: Renfrewshire Council; Glasgow Airport; SPT; UWS; SUSTRANS; NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde; and West College Scotland. Invitations will be submitted to 
other community representatives when appropriate to the agenda. 

 
 
 
Author:  Jean Brown, Planning and Performance Officer, Community Resources, Renfrewshire 

Council. Tel: 0141 618 7586 

E‐mail: jean.brown@renfrewshire.gov.uk	
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Appendix 1 
 

RENFREWSHIRE COMMUNITY PLANNING 
PARTNERSHIP MINUTE OF THE MEETING OF 

GREENER RENFREWSHIRE THEMATIC BOARD 

GREENER TRANSPORT SUB-GROUP 

HELD ON 22nd SEPTEMBER 2015 

RENFREWSHIRE HOUSE, COTTON STREET, 
PAISLEY 

	
	
	

IN ATTENDANCE 
Ross Nimmo (Chair), Glasgow Airport; Shona Rawlings, SUSTRANS; Stuart  
Graham, Engage Renfrewshire, David Burnie, Alastair Scott, Jean Brown, all 
Renfrewshire Council  

	
	
	

APOLOGIES 
Allan Dick, West College Scotland; John Binning, SPT; Claire 
Roxburgh, UWS; Kate Cuthbert, Elaine Lorimer, Tom Stirling all 
Renfrewshire Council 

	

	
	
	

1 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
There was submitted the minute of the meeting of the Greener 
Transport sub-group held on 14h July 2015. 

 
The draft Cycling Strategy has not yet been circulated to the group – there 
has been a delay due to linkages with the City Deal project – it is intended 
that this will be submitted to Policy Board for approval in January 2016 and 
will be circulated prior to then. 
 
RN still to contact Des Bradley from Abellio – it was agreed that he be invited 
along to the next meeting to share information on Abellio’s cycle hire scheme. 
 
 
 
DECIDED:  That the minute be approved. 

	
	
	
	
	

AS 
	
	
 
 
 

JB 
 
 
 
 

Agreed 
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2. 

 
PARTNER UPDATES 
 
Cycle Awareness 
DB confirmed that 30 Renfrewshire Council drivers have now received 
cycle awareness training which was funded through the Scottish 
Government and delivered by Cycling Scotland. This involved drivers 
cycling alongside vehicles to raise awareness of the dangers faced by 
cyclists and was extremely well received by the drivers. DB to pass 
details of the cycle awareness training to JB to share with the members 
of the group and any marketing video for the training to be published 
on the Renfrewshire 2023 website. 
 
Electric Vehicles 
DB confirmed Transport Scotland have approved funding for 2 more 
charging outlets – one in Underwood Road which will provide 8 electric 
vehicle charging points (EVCPs) and another at Bridgewater Shopping 
Centre in Erskine which will provide 1 charging point. An information 
sheet on how to obtain funding for EVCPs to be published on 
Renfrewshire 2023.. 
 
The question was asked if developers are required to provide (EVCPs) 
when submitting new planning applications. Also, what are the views 
on the provision of EVCPs as part of the City Deal project? Details to 
be fed back to the group. 
 
SG suggested that consideration should be given to the installation of 
EVCPs as part of community asset transfer of halls and other 
community buildings to help provide an income for the running of the 
buildings. 
 
Car sharing 
Discussions took place regarding the viability of car-sharing projects to 
determine if they could, perhaps, be linked to the employability agenda. 
A representative from the Local Energy Action Plan (LEAP) to be 
invited along to the next meeting to discuss the success of the LEAP 
Car Club. 
 
The Journeyshare/Liftshare scheme is in place in Glasgow Airport and 
Renfrewshire Council – details of scheme to be added to Renfrewshire 
2023 website to ensure it is shared with all Community Planning 
Partners. 
 
 

	
	
 
 
 

DB/JB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DB/JB 
 
 
 
 
 

JB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JB 
 
 
 
 
 

JB 
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Sharing Information 
RN confirmed that the Glasgow Airport Commuter website would be a 
useful addition to Renfrewshire 2023. 
 
Details of the 2050 Climate Group have been published on 
Renfrewshire 2023. SR confirmed the group is trying to reach as wide 
an audience as possible to share low carbon choices including food; 
transport; and consumption concentrating on the youth with links to 
employability. SR will feedback progress to the group and submit 
relevant articles for publication on Renfrewshire 2023. 

	

 
4. 

 
ACTION PLAN PROGRESS 
 
Work Bus/Community Bus 
SG confirmed that successful meetings have taken place with SPT and 
Community Transport Glasgow regarding a Community Bus Scheme. 
SPT have offered two 16 seater buses for use in the local area. Talks 
have been held with a local 3rd sector organisation which has agreed to 
take on the project and is currently undergoing Section 19 authorisation 
prior to a formal launch. A feasibility study on funding is still to be put in 
place and will run separately from the initial launch of the project. 
 
The 3rd sector organisation will contact community groups and 
employers to determine realistic details of community needs. A survey 
has already been carried out on the elderly by Renfrewshire Health and 
Social Care to identify any needs in this section of the population. 
 
It was agreed that links should be made to Glasgow Airport to cover 
shift changes, especially those outwith public transport times. Once the 
project is up and running, it is planned to identify further local employers 
who could benefit from the service. 
 
DB confirmed that Renfrewshire Council drivers may have around 3 
hours driving time per week which could be used on the community 
bus/work bus. 
 
 
Safer Routes to Schools 
 It was agreed that an update on this be brought to the next meeting. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

All 
 

5. AOCB 
 
Kate Cuthbert had asked that the subject of walking as a form of 
transport and the links to the Renfrewshire Outdoor Access 
Strategy be discussed. It was agreed that this be raised at the 
next meeting. 
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6. 

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
	
DECIDED: 
	
The next Greener Transport Sub Group meeting will be held mid 
December  - date, time and location to be confirmed. 

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Agreed 
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To:   GREENER RENFREWSHIRE THEMATIC BOARD 

On:   09 NOVEMBER 2015 

Report by: 
Oliver Reid, Lead Officer 

Head of Public Protection, Renfrewshire Council 

OVERVIEW OF INITIATIVES AND GOOD PRACTICE 
EXAMPLES 

1. Summary

1.1 This report provides an overview of recent developments, initiatives and funding 
streams made available to Community Planning Partnerships in Scotland. It takes 
account of the emerging work streams and actions identified by the Board. 

1.2  A similar update will be provided for each Board to stimulate awareness and 
decisions about the wider Greener theme and agenda. If any Board member has any 
information they would like included and circulated in future issues of the update, 
please forward to the report author. 

2. Recommendations

2.1  It is recommended that the Board: 

 notes the content of the appendices to this report.

 agrees  that  a  report  be  submitted  to  the  next meeting  of  the  Board  on  how
Renfrewshire  Council,  Regulatory  Services  is  responding  to  the  Scottish
Government’s report on the improvement of air quality.

3. Background

3.1  In order to provide the Board members with support, policy advice and consistency 
of approach, this report explores communication received from the Scottish 
Government and other statutory bodies, good practice examples from other local 
authorities as well as national and local initiatives and projects. Where available, a 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 8
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local view has also been provided on the topic. 
 

3.2  Two areas to be noted, in particular are: the 2016 Environment Competition, being 
run by Scotland’s Environment Web for primary and secondary school age children; 
and the Young Reporters Scotland scheme, encouraging young people aged 11‐21 
to raise awareness of sustainability issues within their communities. Both these 
projects will be promoted through the Greener Communities sub group with further 
details available on the Renfrewshire 2023 website. 
 

3.3  Also detailed in the appendix is a new report, published in September 2015, 
providing evidence that Scottish emissions of most air pollutants continued to fall 
during 2013, with significant reduction in emissions of all, air pollutants since 1990.  
A report on the work being carried out by Renfrewshire Council to improve air 
quality will be submitted to the next Greener Renfrewshire Thematic Board.  

 

 
4. Resources 

 
4.1  Information on funding streams which have been identified and which Community 

Planning Partners can apply for in relation to the Greener agenda are included in 
the appendices of this report. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Author:  Jean Brown, Planning and Performance Officer, Community Resources, Renfrewshire 

Council. Tel: 0141 618 7586 

E‐mail: jean.brown@renfrewshire.gov.uk 
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Appendix 1 
 

Good Practice Examples 
 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA)	

 

*FOR INFORMATION ONLY* 
	

Scotland’s Environment Web, in partnership with SEPA, Keep Scotland Beautiful, Young Scot 
and Education Scotland is accepting entries for the 2016 Environment Competition. They are 
looking for young people with a passion for the environment, which care about environmental 
issues and want to make a difference to their local community. 
 
Open to those of primary and secondary school age living in Scotland, entries are welcome 
from individuals, school classes, clubs or groups. The organisers want to: 

 Find a local environmental problem; 
 Investigate it; 
 Tell us how to reduce the problem and make the environment better. 
 

The winners of each of the competition categories will win £100. The overall winning entry will 
receive £1,000, help and support to take the idea forward and will be nominated for the Young 
Scot Awards. 
Entries can be produced in any format, but must be submitted electronically. Formats can 
include: 

 Written work; 
 Animation; 
 Comic format; 
 Art work; 
 Audio or video. 

The closing date for entries is 31 March 2016. Further information about the competition can 
be found on Scotland’s Environment website. 
	

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 
	
*FOR INFORMATION ONLY*	

 
In June 2014, Article 8 of the European Union Energy Efficiency Directive introduced a number 
of new mandatory requirements for larger businesses across Europe relating to their energy 
consumption.  
To enable businesses across the UK to comply with the European Union Energy Efficiency 
Directive, the UK Government introduced The Energy Savings Opportunity Scheme (ESOS) 
Regulations in 2014. In a nutshell, it means that all qualifying businesses must carry out ESOS 
assessments every four years. These assessments are audits of the energy used by their 
buildings, industrial processes and transport to identify cost‐effective energy saving measures. 
The first assessment must be completed, and notification given to the Environment Agency by 5 
December 2015. 
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Who does the scheme apply to? 
ESOS affects all business that are classed as a ‘large undertaking’. These include: 

 any UK company that either: 
 employs 250 or more people, or 
 has an annual turnover in excess of 50 million euros (£38,937,777), and an 
annual balance sheet total in excess of 43 million euros (£33,486,489); 

 an overseas company with a UK registered establishment which has 250 or more UK 
employees (paying income tax in the UK). 
 

In Scotland, there could be around 600 businesses that need to participate in the ESOS. 
 
Submitting a notification 
It’s important that this be done on or before the 5 December 2015, to ensure compliance with 
the legislation. For more information and how to apply see the following website: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/energy‐savings‐opportunity‐scheme‐esos  

 

Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT) 
 

*FOR INFORMATION ONLY* 

 
SPT’s Operations Committee agreed to subsidise several vital bus routes serving local 
communities across the region at a cost of more than £400,000.  
 
The award of these contracts ensures that socially necessary bus routes will continue to be 
available to the travelling public ensuring access to employment, education and healthcare 
opportunities and other essential services.  
 
The services cover areas in Glasgow; North Lanarkshire; North, South and East Ayrshire.  
 
SPT Vice‐Chair Councillor Denis McKenna said: “I’m pleased that in awarding these contracts 
SPT is enabling people to access vital, socially necessary bus services that ultimately enable 
them to live their lives.  
“From medical appointments, to education, employment and leisure – services like these need 
to exist so that the travelling public of Strathclyde are adequately provided for.” 
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Sustainable Scotland Network (SSN) 
 

*FOR INFORMATION ONLY* 

 
The Scottish Government announced on 24th September that a record amount of Scotland’s 

electricity was generated from renewables in the first half of 2015. However Energy Minister 

Fergus Ewing warned that the huge progress towards decarbonising electricity generation is 

being put at risk by the recent plans from the UK to remove support from renewable 

generation earlier than previously planned. 

Statistics, published by the Department of Energy and Climate Change, show a 13.5 per cent 

increase in renewable electricity generation compared to the first half of 2014. The Scottish 

Government’s energy consumption target, to reduce consumption by 12 per cent by 2020, is 

already at the required level in 2013 ‐ down by 13.3 per cent from the 2005‐2007 baseline. 

 

The statistics also show:  

• Scotland generated 4,832 GWh of renewable electricity in Q2 2015, a 37.3 per cent increase 

in renewable electricity from the same quarter in 2014 

• Wind and hydro output increased by 52.2 and 27 per cent respectively compared to same 

quarter the year before  

• At the end of Q2 2015, there was 7,444 MW of installed renewable electricity capacity in 

Scotland, an increase of 5.5 per cent from end of Q2 2014 

 
 
 

Sustainable Scotland Network (SSN) 
 

*FOR INFORMATION ONLY* 

Keep Scotland Beautiful Community Development Team is launching four new initiatives to 

engage individuals, communities and organisations in sustainable development – Adopt‐a‐

Garden, Bee Diverse, Tasty Spaces and Young Reporters Scotland. The Team works with a wide 

range of individuals, groups and organisations across Scotland, and aims to help communities 

re‐engage with Scotland’s environment and to improve local environmental quality. 

 

Adopt‐a‐Garden 

The Adopt‐a‐Garden campaign supports volunteer groups to care for the gardens of vulnerable 

adults in their community. An attractive, flourishing garden can be a source of great pride for 

many of us but everyday gardening tasks can become increasingly difficult for older people or 

those with chronic health conditions. This campaign aims to give residents a safe, tidy outdoor 

space that they can enjoy, develop volunteers’ practical skills, and enhance local environmental 

quality. 
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An Adopt‐a‐Garden toolkit is being created to provide groups with guidance and inspiration to 

take action in their local community and Keep Scotland Beautiful plans to support Adopt‐a‐

Garden groups through networking and sharing good practice events during 2016. 

For more information contact Vhairi Tollan, vhairi.tollan@keepscotlandbeautiful.org 

 

Bee Diverse 

The Bee Diverse campaign aims to encourage and enable communities to plant for pollinators, 

specifically bumblebees and butterflies, to encourage biodiversity. By offering community 

groups, organisations, schools and individuals the opportunity to apply for and receive native 

seeds to help butterflies and bumblebees flourish, as well as resources to inform groups and 

individuals about what they are planting, how to maintain and benefit from their plants, and 

why this is important, this campaign hopes to reconnect people with their environment, learn a 

little about biodiversity through the help of online resources, and create a healthy and diverse 

outdoor space for their communities and themselves to enjoy.  

For more information contact Pamitta Mall, pamitta.mall@keepscotlandbeautiful.org 

Tasty Spaces 

The Tasty Spaces campaign encourages schools and community groups to produce their own 

Scottish food to use in a One Planet Picnic, reducing food and packaging waste and 

reconnecting people with healthy food and the environment. Groups who register for Edible 

Borders will receive native edible plant seeds and will be supported through the campaign’s 

web pages which will signpost existing networks, good practice case studies, training 

opportunities, resources, recipes and contacts. 

For more information contact Vhairi Tollan, vhairi.tollan@keepscotlandbeautiful.org  

 

Young Reporters Scotland 

Young Reporters Scotland (YRS) provides exciting opportunities for young people to build life‐

changing skills and be part of an international group of young people creatively raising 

awareness of sustainability issues within their communities.  

To take part in YRS, young people across Scotland aged 11‐21 are asked to use their creativity 

to produce a report about a sustainability issue or environmental problem. This could be done 

by writing an article or blog, creating a video or animation, or capturing a topic through 

photography. Reports can be entered into the national annual competition. 

In addition to the competition, we also ask young people Scotland to share with us stories 

about great events they've been to or that have inspired them, groups they know of in their 

local communities that are tackling environmental problems or projects and activities they are 

involved with. 
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Appendix 2 

Research and Consultations 
	
	

Scottish Government 
	

*FOR INFORMATION ONLY*	
	

A new report published in September 2015 shows Scottish emissions of most air pollutants 
continued to fall in 2013, with significant reductions in emissions of all air pollutants since 1990. 

Environment Minister Aileen McLeod said: “Air pollution is harmful to human health and can 
contribute to climate change, and I very much welcome the significant progress that has been 
made reducing emissions of nitrogen oxides and other air pollutants in Scotland. 

“However, more needs to be done. The Scottish Government is already working closely with 
local authorities and other partners to improve air quality and the lives and well‐being of 
communities and individuals across the country. 

“Local authorities with air quality issues in their areas have in place local action plans to 
improve the situation which can include measures such as promoting of walking and cycling, for 
example, or greater use of cleaner vehicles. And the forthcoming national Low Emission 
Strategy – which we consulted on earlier this year ‐ will ensure greater consistency in approach 
across Scotland. 
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