Agenda Item No 8

G2

Renfrewshire
Council

To: Planning and Property Policy Board
On: 10 November 2015

Report by: Director of Development and Housing Services

Heading:  Public Sector Climate Change Duties Reporting 2014/15

1. Summary

1.1. To comply with the requirements of the Public Sector Climate Change Duties
Reporting established in the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009,
Renfrewshire Council is required to produce an Annual Report, detailing
progress in helping to mitigate and adapt to climate change.

1.2. Renfrewshire Council's Scottish Climate Change Declaration Annual
Statement for 2014/2015 is attached at Appendix 1.

2. Recommendations
2.1 It is recommended that the Board:

0] Note the content of Renfrewshire Council’s Scottish Climate Change
Declaration Annual Statement for 2014/2015

3. Background

3.1. In 2007, all 32 local authorities in Scotland signed up to Scotland's Climate
Change Declaration (SCCD). Signatories to the SCCD acknowledge the
importance of climate change and are committed to:

» mitigating their impact on climate change through reducing greenhouse gas
emissions;

» taking steps to adapt to the unavoidable impacts of a changing climate;
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3.2

3.3

» working in partnership with their communities to respond to climate change

The Declaration recognises that Scottish local authorities play a key role in
helping to tackle the challenge of climate change. Signatories to SCCD are
committed to producing an Annual Report, detailing progress in mitigating and
adapting to climate change. Importantly, it provides a mechanism for the
public sector to lead by example in addressing climate change.

Renfrewshire Council’s annual update report is attached and will be submitted
to the Sustainable Scotland Network. It will also be available on the following
web site: http://climatechange.sustainable-scotland.net/.

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Renfrewshire Council’s Annual Report 2014/2015 - Summary
A summary of the highlights of Renfrewshire’s report is provided below.
Corporate Emissions, Targets and Project Data

The Council has prepared its 3 Carbon Management Plan for the period
2014 — 2020. A challenging target of 36% emissions reduction based on the
2012/13 baseline has been set. A 14.1% reduction in corporate emissions has
been achieved to date through a range of projects including improved waste
segregation with a reduction of waste to landfill along with the installation of
photovoltaic cells on primary and secondary schools as alternative renewable
energy resource using sunlight.

Adaptation

The Council is required to report on the arrangements that it has in place to
assess current and future risks and adapt to the impacts of climate change.
The Council’s Risk Management process considers the risks associated with
flood risk, waste management, energy and carbon management and planning
for adverse weather.

The Council has worked closely with SEPA to improve Renfrewshire’s flood
data providing the basis for the emerging Local Flood Risk Management
Strategy. Renfrewshire’s Local Development Plan provides a policy
framework for the implementation of sustainable measures through the the
Local Green Network, River Basin Management Planning and promoting the
use of sustainable urban drainage in developments.

Adaptation action has been delivered through the implementation of the final
phase of the North Renfrew Flood Prevention Scheme and the improvements
in the energy efficiency of the Council’s housing stock through Home Energy
Efficiency Programme for Scotland.



4.6

4.7

Procurement

The key policies that outline the commitment and key actions contributing to
climate change duties include the Corporate Procurement Strategy, the
Sustainable Procurement Strategy and the Corporate Social Responsibility
Policy.

The Council specifies climate change adaptation contractual obligations in the
Terms and Conditions for suppliers. During 2014/15, as a result of the 10%
Community Benefits weighting on the procurement of Construction &
Infrastructure services, 250 measurable Sustainable/Community Benefits
were achieved through the delivery of 28 contracts.

Implications of the Report

1.

2.

10.

11.

Financial — None
HR & Organisational Development — None

Community Planning —

Greener - The SCCD report demonstrates how the Council and its
Community Planning Partners promote the principles of sustainable
development and how they are providing a framework to deliver an integrated
green infrastructure across the Council.

Legal - None
Property/Assets — None.
Information Technology - None

Equality & Human Rights

The Recommendations contained within this report have been assessed in
relation to their impact on equalities and human rights. No negative impacts
on equality groups or potential for infringement of individuals’ human rights
have been identified arising from the recommendations contained in the report
because it is for noting only. If required following implementation, the actual
impact of the recommendations and the mitigating actions will be reviewed
and monitored, and the results of the assessment will be published on the
Council’'s website.

Health & Safety — None
Procurement — None
Risk — None

Privacy Impact — None




Appendix 1

Renfrewshire Council’s Scottish Climate Change Declaration Annual Statement for
2014/2015

Author The contact officer within the service is Sharon Marklow, Assistant Manager
(Policy), 0141 618 7835, email: Sharon.marklow@renfrewshire.gov.uk
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