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Heading: PUBLIC SECTOR CLIMATE CHANGE DUTIES REPORTING 2016/17

1. Summary

1.1.  To comply with the requirements of the Climate Change (Duties of Public Bodies:
Reporting Requirements) (Scotland), Renfrewshire Council is required to prepare an
Annual Report, detailing progress in helping to mitigate and adapt to climate change.

1.2.  Renfrewshire Council’'s Public Sector Climate Change Duties Reporting for 1 April
2016 to 31 March 2017 is attached at Appendix 1.

2. Recommendations

2.1 It is recommended that the Infrastructure, Land and Environment Policy Board
approve the content and submission of Renfrewshire Council’s mandatory Public
Sector Climate Change Duties report for 2016/17.

3. Background

3.1 In 2007, all 32 local authorities in Scotland signed up to Scotland's Climate Change

Declaration. Signatories to the Declaration acknowledging the importance of climate
change and were committed to:

e Mitigating their impact on climate change through reducing greenhouse gas
emissions;



3.2

3.3

3.4

e Taking steps to adapt to the unavoidable impacts of a changing climate; and
e Working in partnership with their communities to respond to climate change.

The Declaration recognised that Scottish local authorities play a key role in helping to
tackle the challenges of climate change. Signatories to Scotland's Climate Change
Declaration have been committed to preparing an Annual Report, detailing progress
in mitigating and adapting to climate change. Importantly, it has provided a
mechanism for the public sector to lead by example in addressing climate change.

The climate change report to be submitted in November 2017 for 2016/17 is a
mandatory submission by Renfrewshire Council, as required by public bodies that
are seen as ‘major players’.

Renfrewshire Council’s annual report for 2016/17 is attached and will be submitted,
following approval by the Infrastructure, Land and Environment Policy Board, to the
Sustainable Scotland Network on 30 November 2017. It will also be available on
http://climatechange.sustainable-scotland.net/

4.1

4.2

4.3

Duties of Public Bodies Reporting — Overview

The mandatory requirement of the report is intended to help with Public Bodies
Duties compliance, engage leaders and encourage continuous improvement. The
Scottish Government, through the Sustainable Scotland Network, has developed a
standardised reporting template which will assist in providing accurate and consistent
performance information to inform the direction of future policy, legislation, funding
and support services.

For public sector bodies, reporting on climate change activity is considered good
practice as it:

¢ Increases accountability and transparency, making it easier for the public to
understand how Renfrewshire Council is performing in climate change areas;

o Assists with integrating climate change objectives in corporate business plans
and embeds climate change action in all services; and

e Assists with establishing a climate change reporting hierarchy and the
mainstreaming of climate change within organisation decision making.

The reporting duties cover six main areas:

¢ A brief Organisation Profile covering the number of staff, budget and
organisational context;

o A section on Governance and Management which explains how climate
change is governed, managed and embedded in the organisation and identifies
its key strategies and priorities;

e A section on Emissions, Targets and Projects which reports the key statistical
data, performance targets and climate change projects;



5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

e An Adaption section explains how risk is managed and assessed and the
actions taken to adapt to climate change;

¢ The reporting requirements also cover the organisations Procurement policies
and how they contribute to compliance with climate duties and how procurement
activity contributes to compliance in climate change duties;

e Afinal section addresses the internal and external validation processes
undertaken by the organisation in terms of its climate change duties.

Renfrewshire Council’s Annual Report 2016/2017 - Summary
A summary of highlights from Renfrewshire’s report is provided below.
Corporate Emissions, Targets and Project Data

Renfrewshire Council’'s Carbon Management Plan 2019/20 has objectives to reduce
emissions that are included in other corporate and strategic documents. The main
target is to reduce CO, emissions by 36% by March 2020.

The Carbon Management Plan update that was presented to the Planning and
Property Policy Board on the 8 November 2016 indicates the Renfrewshire Council
have achieved a 20.4% reduction in carbon emissions. This reduction was achieved
through carbon reduction activities undertaken by all services. To date Renfrewshire
Council have achieved a 28% reduction in emissions.

Renfrewshire Council is the first local authority in Scotland to sign up to producing
our third Carbon Management Plan.

Adaptation

The Council’s Risk Management process considers the risks associated with flood
risk, energy and carbon management, waste management as well as planning for
severe weather. In relation to climate change, sustainability and adaptability, this
corporate risk is considered to be a moderate risk.

To recognise the links between air quality and climate change, the Council is
promoting initiatives to improve air quality and reduce emissions. Paisley Town
Centre, Johnstone High Street and Renfrew Town Centre are current locations that
are being targeted to achieve air quality improvements. Air Quality Action Plans are
being prepared with the aim of addressing issues associated with air quality in these
areas.

The adopted Renfrewshire Local Development Plan (2014) continues to promote
investment in the right locations whilst aiming to protect and where possible
enhancing the environment.

Regeneration is a central focus for the Council and there are various projects across
Renfrewshire that are creating sustainable mixed communities, high quality places
and delivering sustainable economic growth. The Renfrewshire Strategic Economic
Framework outlines 10 near term strategic priorities. This includes projects to



5.8

regenerate and invest in Paisley Town Centre, tackling disadvantage, targeting
deprivation and supporting people as well as strengthening transport infrastructure.

Procurement

The Council’s Corporate Procurement Unit is making a significant impact by actively
considering the reduction of greenhouse emissions, energy efficiency and recycling
responsibly. Any Suppliers for the Council are made fully aware of the commitment to
climate change duties along with clear instructions and terms and conditions.

Implications of the Report

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

Financial — None.
HR & Organisational Development — None.

Community Planning - the report details a range of activities which reflect local
community planning themes.

Legal — None.

Property/Assets — None.

Information Technology — None.

Equality & Human Rights - The recommendations contained within this report have
been assessed in relation to their impact on equalities and human rights. No
negative impacts on equality groups or potential for infringement of individuals’
human rights have been identified arising from the recommendations contained in the
report because it is for noting only. If required following implementation, the actual
impact of the recommendations and the mitigating actions will be reviewed and
monitored, and the results of the assessment will be published on the Council’s
website.

Health & Safety — None.

Procurement — None.

Risk — None.

Privacy Impact — None.

CoSLA Policy Position —

List of Background Papers: None



Author: Fraser Carlin, Head of Planning and Housing Services
e-mail: fraser.carlin@renfrewshire.gov.uk
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